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Hau klo CHOAAN. 

A CHINESE HISTORY. 

BOOK IV. 
CHAP 1. 


FH UE Y-keu-ys when he came home, 
ſaw to his great ſatisfaction his 
daughter grown up to woman's eſtate, 
and highly improved in her beauty 
and accompliſhments. He told her 
the troubles he had met with had not 
been able to render him unhappy, nei- 
ther was he at all elevated by his pro- 


* Cuar. XV. In the Tranſlator S manuſcript. 


Vor. IV. 8 1 motion. 
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motion. * My greateſt pleaſure, ſaid 
he, is to ſee you again, and to find you 
in health.” He concluded with tel- 
ling her, that at court he had met 
with a young gentleman, whom he 
had choſen for his ſon-in-law, one who 
was in every reſpect anſwerable to his 
utmoſt wiſhes, It ſtruck the young 
lady that this might poſſibly be Tieb- 
chung u; ſhe therefore anſwered, Sir, 
you are far advanced in years: it is 
a great while ſince the death of my 
mother: you have no child but me: it 
is therefore my duty to ſerve you as long 
as I live: and however undeſerving I 
may be, I will never ceaſe to attend 
you.“ The Mandarine her father ſmi- 
led and ſaid, You muſt not perſiſt 
in theſe reſolutions, however commend- 
able they may be. It would be very 
226575 8 v1 ks 
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wrong to let flip' the opportunity of 
being happily married upon any fuch 
conſiderations. If my adopted ſon-in- 
law were not a perfon of ſuperior me- 
rit, 1 ſhould hardly have made choice 


| of him: nay if he had the leaſt fault 


in the world, I ſhould not have ac- 
cepted him without having firft con- 
ſulted you. But he is a youth of fine 
underſtanding, and of ſpotleſs integrity : 
he is deficient in no one valuable ac- 
compliſhment. I found him in all re- 
ſpects ſo unexceptionable, that I did not 
think it neceſſury to apply to you firſt 


for your conſent.” The young lady, 


who by this deſeription was confirm- 


ed in her opinion, that it muſt be 


the ſon of the Mandarine Tieb-ying, 
made anſwer, chat indeed nothing 
D'S B 2 could 


4 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 
could be objected to ſuch a perſon as 
he had deſcribed : But who knows, 
added ſhe, whether there may not be 
other objections to the marriage - con- 
tract? whether it may be lawful—?“ 
Theſe words made the Lord Preſident 
recall to mind thoſe of the young gen- 
tleman, inſomuch that he could not 
help remarking their reſemblance: 
he therefore ſaid, Do you know 
the perſon of whom I ſpeak ; it is the 
ſon of the Supreme Viceroy.” *© Sir, 
ſhe ' replied,” had it been any one elſe, 
4; would never have conſented : and 
as it is he, he never will agree to any 
ſuch marriage.” „Why not?“ ſaid 
her father. She anſwered, © Becauſe it 
would be to break through all the 
gangs due to that [honourable en- 

gagement, 
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gagement, and to violate its moſt 
ſolemn rites.] Shuey Leu y was ſur⸗ 
prized at theſe words: This youth, 
ſaid he, is of no ill deſcent; but 
pure and untainted as yourſelf : Why 
then do you talk of any violation that 
would accrue to the rites of marriage? 
With that Shuey-ping-/in" related ato 
him all that happened during his ab- 
ſence. And now, added ſhe, after 
all this, how can ſuch an alliance 
take place without intailing everlaſt- 


ing ſhame and diſgrace on us both?“ 
When he had heard this relation, 
her father was charmed with her de- 
licac y and nice ſenſe of honours: If 
this. be true, ſaid he to himſelf, my. 
daughter hath not her equal among 
women, any more than Tieh cbung⸗u ĩs to 


. Fu a | 
* . 
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be matched among men.“ Daughter, 
ſaid he aloud, I am glad to ſee you 
keep ſo cloſely to the paths of virtue: 
there is none but you fit to be paired 
with fo good and virtuous a youth 
as I have choſen. Heaven ſeems to 
have created you both for each other: 
this marriage was ordained to take 
place between you. I have engaged 
to ſee it performed: you muſt not 
therefore think r. n wrong or 
N in it.“ 


7 8 the reſolutions of the fa - 
ther of Shuey-ping-/in, whom we ſhall 
leave at preſent, to inquire after wo- 
lbs tau, {her unſucceſsful admirer.] 


Mhen Chun: kic returned as we have 


: 
” +» 4 | [cen] 
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feen] without ſucceſs, nothing could 
equal that youth's diſappointment : yet 
his friend exhorted him not to be caſt 
down: Tour father, ſaid he, hath 
petitioned the Emperor againſt Shuey- 
ken ye, and againſt an officer eſpouſed 
by him; who will both be ſentenced to 
loſe their heads.” KAzwo-kbe-izuliftened 
to this account with pleaſure, and they 
continued to indulge themſelves in the 
hope of being revenged for the ſlight 
put upon them, when at length * the 

5 news 

* The Chineſe author i puiſey'of great in- 

conſiſtency in this place: he had told us in the 
preceding book (pag. 150.] that it was fix 
months from Hu hiau's reprieve, to his victori- 
ous return: here he ſpeaks of them both, as 
happening fo near together, that the ſame meſ⸗ 
ſenger that came to tell of the one, brought 
news of the other.— The above 0 in che 
FTranſlator's MS. runs thus. 


While they were talking, chere came in a 
3 . B 4 « ſervant 
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news arrived that Shuey-keu-yt was re- 

called from exile, and promoted to a 
higher office; and all by the interpoſal 


of Tieb- chung - u; in return for which he 


had engaged to give him his daugh- 
ter in marriage. The report ſo affected 
Kwo-kbe-tzu, that he raved and ſtamp- 


eſdd like a madman, and at laſt ſwooned 


away. By the aſſiſtance of the people, 
who came to his relief, he at * re- 


« ſervant from 83 they inquired what news 
« he had brought from court. He replied, No 
“good news for you, Sir. Why fo, ſaid his 


„ maſter? Becauſe, anſwered the meſſenger, 


* Tieb-chung-u having got a reprieve for Hu- 
©* hiau by offering himſelf ſecurity for him, 
that general] is returned with ſucceſs, &c : 
and both he and Shuey-keu-ye are preferred, 


and the latter hath given his daughter in 


marriage to Treh-chung-u.” 
The Editor hath endeavoured to remove this 


inconſiſtency, as much as he could without de- 


parting too much from the original. 


covered, 


A CHINESE HISTORY. 9 
covered, and retiring with Chun-ktt, 
ſaid, How indefatigable have I been ? 
what ſteps have I taken? what ex- 
pence have I been at? and what per- 
plexity have I ſuffered ? and at length 
Tieh-chung-u without any pains at all 
| hath carried off the prize. But, if I 
die for it, I will prevent the ceremony 
from being compleated. Come, faid 

he to his friend you mult ſet your wits 
at work for me.” „Alas! replied 
the other, when the was lone and friend- 
leſs all our attempts proved ineffec- 
tual : her father is now advanced in 
dignity, and will quickly be at home; 
what likelyhood then is there now of 
ſucceſs?” „ Well, ſaid the youth, I 
can now have no hopes of ſucceeding 
myſelf: I ſhall be ſufficiently ſatisfied, 
| BO it 
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if I can but prevent and diſappoint the 
other,” 5 We know very well, replied 
his friend, the nice and ſcrupulous tem- 
per of her father, and his advancement 
will render him {till more jealous of the 
reputation of his family; let us apply to 
| ſome of his acquaintance, and get them 
to inform him of the ſecret correſpon- 
dence between Tzeb-chung-u and his 
daughter: if he hears of this he will 
certainly. break off the marriage. But 
if he ſhould diſregard it, we then 
will get your father to apply to the 
Ko- tau or Public Cenſor *: whoſe com- 
9181 plaint 

1 The Ko-tau is a great Mandarine. who re- 
Jates to the Emperor whatever he hears amiſs 
of any of the Mandarines : he alſo tells the Em- 
peror boldly of any error he is guilty of him- 
elf. | | Tranſl. 


Or rather the officer here intended is the Pre- 
| ſident 


peror to take away his employment, 
and ſet aſide their nuptials.” Nrvo- 


kbi-tzu thought this a well - concerted 


ſcheme: and ſaid, To- morrow I will 
endeavour to make this matter as pub- 
lic as I can among all the Mandarines 


of the city.” * By no means, ſaid his 


1 


| kdent of a F; 1 of "Yo ok whoſe buſineſs 
it is (not unlike that ameng the Romans) ta 
watch over the public manners, ſparing neither 
Emperor nor Mandarines.—In the diſcharge of 
this office, they often ſhew ſurprizing courage 
and perſeverance: ſome of them have perſiſted 
for two years together in accuſing a Viceroy ſup- 
ported by all the grandees; and without being 
diſcouraged by delays or oppoſition, have at 
length compelled the court to degrade him, to 
avoid incurring the public odium. 

The manner of their proceedings is to frame a 


memorial and preſent it to the Emperor, of which 


they afterwards diſperſe copies through all the 
provinces. As ſoon as this memorial is publiſh- 


ed, the ran accuſed is generally obliged to do 
| | ue 
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plaint againſt him will cauſe the Em- 


* * 
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friend, for the Che. foo and Che. bien know 
| the Whole truth of the affair, and can 
contradict ſuch a feport: beſides my will 
now be diſpoſed to ſolicit the favour of 
Shut. eu. jc, whe will be upon the 905 | 
Let us rather defer” it till there come 
two new magiſtrates, for the preſent will 
ſoon 800 to court to ſolicit farther pre- 


tuo things: the fr/? is to give in a memorial, 
not in his own defence, but containing an hum- 
ble acknowledgment of his error: the ſecond is 
to retire from his Tribunal, and to ſuſpend all 
public execution of his office, till the Emperor 
hath anſwered his petition” either - ae 
or condemning him. 

Any exceſs in private buildings, any irregu- 
larity of manners, any innovation or contempt 
of ancient cuſtoms, falls immediately under their 
cognizance. And as in China a parent is re- 
ſponſible for his children, it would have been 
a capital crime in Shuey-keu-ye to have reward- 
ed his daughter's incontinence by letting her 
marry her gallant. 
See P. Semedo, p. 126. P. Du Halde, vol. 1. 

pag. 70. P. as. p. 227. Lettres edif. 
Xill, p. 367, | e 
ferment." 
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ferment. “ Well, ſaid the other, but 
although two new Mandarines ſhould 
arrive, they will inquire into the truth 
of ſuch a report, and the people of 
their audience will be able to ſet them 
right.“ If we conſider every ob- 


jection, and are diſcouraged by it, re- 


plied Chun ti, we had better deſiſt 


and give up the affair. However 1 
now recollect a more effectual means WY + 
than any we have thought of : when . 
I was at court, I obſerved a very great 
intimacy between your father, and 7 4b 2 
quay, the great Mandarine who was 1 5 > 


ſo diſgraced by your adverſary Tiab- 


* 2 


chung: u. The wife of this noble- man a 


was newly dead, and he was looking "i 
out for a young and handſome woman 1 i * 


to ſucceed her, Diſpatch letter * 
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fote to your father, and deſire him to 
recommend Sbuey-ping:ſin to him; for 
although Tieb-chung-u hath made pro- 
poſals of marriage, it is not conclu- 
ded. Thus your father will at once 
-oblige his friend, by helping him to 
a young and handſome wife, and you 
will be revenged on your adverſary ; 
whoſe reputation will alſo ſuffer by 
the diſappointment: at the ſame time 
the whole affair will be conducted with- 
oi diſturbance or danger.” There is 
one difficulty attends this method, faid 
abs youth: Tah-quay's confinement is 
7 yet expired, and no body is ia 
cel to converſe with him openly: ſo 
my father can only viſit him in 
av and therefore cannot aſſiſt him 


his 
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his power.” This is very true, ſaid 
bun- kec, (and will ſomewhat retard 
| the attempt, ] but I have ſtill another 
reſource, which is not liable to the 
fame objection. Your father hath alſo 
contracted a cloſe intimacy with one 
of the great Eunuchs of the palace; 
one of whom the whole court ſtands in 
awe, as being about the Emperor's per- 
ſon, and having his ear. This gentle- 
man, who is called * Chou-tbay-kien or 
the Eunuch of danger, hath a niece who 
is very ugly, and not yet married. 
Ger your father to recommend Jie 
chung u as a fit huſband for her; he will 
not dare to reject the offers of ſo power- 
: ful a courtier as her uncle. Now when 
8 Chen or C bass beate. danger, and hb fins 
a Eunuch. Tranſl, 
5 he 


ZZ7— 
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he is once married to the Eunuch's 
niece, undoubtedly ſo great a Man- 
darine as the Lord Preſident of Arms, 
will never give him his only daugh- 
ter for a ſecond wife or concubine.“ 
Kwo-kbe-izu was ſo pleaſed with this 
advice, that he reſolved to write to his 
father immediately : But this affair, 

ſaid he, is of too much moment to be 

intruſted to a common ſervant; ſhall 


I once more intreat you to embark 
| in it?“ His friend readily aſſented: 
Il | and being furniſhed with money and 
q other neceſſaries once more ſet out for 


the court. 


4 [While theſe lite were contriving Y 
cha lived retired in his coun- 
=> Ds houſe : where he purſued his ſtu- 
: 3 201 | dies 
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dies with ſuch application and ſucceſs, 
that at the time of the examination of 
ſtudents, he was admitted to the degree 
of Kiu-jin, or Licentiate * : this happen- 
ed in autumn, when the examination is 
made through all the provinces. And 
ſoon after when the | ſecond] examina- 
tion was held at court he offered him- 
ſelf again, and appeared to ſuch advan- 
tage that he was created Doctor of 
Law, and put foremoſt on the liſt. 
He was ſoon after made one of the firſt 
doctors of the empire, being choſen 
into the royal college or Han-lin +, 
and appointed by the Emperor to be 
one of the tutors to his ſon. He had 
no- attained his twenty ſecond year *, I 
and 


2 See note, vol. . pag. 8. Kc. 
"+ Sec note, vol. 3. pag. 75: Kc. 


This may ſeem inconſiſtent with what hath 
Vol. IV. S been 


| fon ſhould not ſet aſide. | 
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and his father and mother only waited. 
for Shuey-keu-ye's return to court, in 
order to compleat the marriage, which 
they reſolved the nice ſcruples of their 


CHAP? 


been formerly ſaid, of the ſlow progreſs of the 
Chine/e in their ſtudies; and of the length of 
time required for them to paſs through their 
ſeveral degrees. See vol. 2. pag. 86. 98. c. 
But it ſhould be obſerved, that there may be ex- 
ceptions to this general rule in favour of extra- 
ordinary Genius, or uncommon aſliduity.—P, 
Parrenin tells ue, that he has known inſtances 
of young men that have been made not only 
Doctors, but Hau- lin [or members of the royal 
college,] before they were twenty years of age, 
— But theſe were extraordinary inſtances: andthe 
promotion of theſe young Doctors was owing 
not only to the force of genius, and the advantage 


of a happy memory, but in part to the great 


care and expence their parents had beſtowed on 
their education. I knew, ſaith he, the father 
of one of theſe young men, who was not only 


a Doctor himſelf, but had always at his table 


three other Doctors, to whom he allowed hand- 
ſome ſalaries for taking care of his ſon. The 
one of theſe taught their pupil to compoſe in 
proſe and verſe; the other to form curious cha- 

racters: 
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* E year was now elapſed which 
Shuey-keu:y6 had been allowed to 
ſpend in retirement: when the Emperor 
iſſued out an order for his return to 
court: upon the firſt notice of which 
the Mandarine 7 jeb-ying wrote a letter, 
to intreat him to bring the young lady 
along with him. pon: recen of 


\ 


rafters : the third infruted W in hiſtory and 
politics. Ihus by way of converſation they in- 
_ billed into his mind and heart the knowledge 
of the laws, the principles of morality, the vir- 
tues of the great Emperors, and the examples 
of a rare fidelity towards the prince, which hath 
rendered certain families illuſtrious: and as the 
young man had a lively and apt ſpirit, he quickly 
ecame as learned as his malters.” 

See P. Farrenin & letter, dated Aug, 11. 1730. 
1 Leteres edif. æxi. \ 204: 


C : 2 © this, 
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this, he told his daughter, that as ſhe 
was now grown up to woman's eſtate, 


he intended ſhe ſhould accompany him 


ro the court. Shuey-ping-fin teſtified her 
compliance: To what purpoſe, faid 
ſhe, am I your daughter? I might as 


well not have been born to you, if I 


muſt remain always at a diſtance. It 
is very fitting I ſhould attend you but 
then 1 muün humbly intreat one fa- 
your.” He aſked what it was. She 
replied, If at court any offers ſhould 
be made about the completion of the 


marriage with 7 eb. chung -u, that yu 
will be pleaſed not to conſent to it.” 

The old Mandarine ſmiled at her re- 
queſt, and aſſured her that he would 
do nothing that ſhould be prejudicial 
either to her happineſs or fame. He 
83 . ae then 


N 
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then aſked her, to whom he ſhould 
devolve the care of his houſe and ef- 
fects. She propoſed her uncle as the 
propereſt perſon to have direction with- 
out doors, but recommended him to 
leave the government within to the 
care of &. uc geong. He followed her 


advice, and having made ſuitable pre- 


parations departed for Pe- ing, where 
in little more than a month he arrived. 


As ſoon; as he had performed his 
firſt duty i in waiting on the Empero 7. 
all the great officers came to viſit him, 
and among the reſt the Mandarine 
Tich-ying : who afterwards ſent his ſon 
to pay him the ſame compliment. Al- 


| though the young Mandarine Tieh in 
Uhr: viſiting billet which he had dif 


C 3 pitched 
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patched Before him, called himſelf only 
couſin, and not ſon-in law, as he ſhould 
have done, Shuey-keu-ys attributed it 
to his modeſty, and admitted his viſit. 
The old gentleman was mightily plea- 
ſed to ſee him become a great Man- 
darine, and grown a very perſonable 
man *, which made him think him 
the more ſuitable match for his daugh- 
ter, eſteeming them both only born 
for each other. Let this young and 
nn pair, Gn he to himfelf,) 
* That is, dy was 1 fat nad jolly. — 
«The Chine/e, ſays P. Le Compte, differ from us in 
their idea of beauty and comelineſs. - They re- 
quire a man to be large, corpulent and burly: to 
have a large forehead, little flat eyes, a ſhort noſe, 
Lars rather of the largeſt, a little mouth, a long 
beard and black hairs. A man according to 
them is well made, when he fills his eaſy chair, 
and by his grav ity and bulk, e a large an 
pompous figure.“ 
ee tom. 1. Pag 191. 


object 
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object never ſo much to the marriage, 
we old folks will over-rule them, and 
make them happy in ſpite of them- 
ſelves.” | 


After ſome converſation Tieb-chung-u 
took his leave and retired. As ſoon 
as he was gone, the ſecretary belong- 
ing to Shuey-keu-ye's tribunal came in 
and ſaid, Sir, I have a relation, 
who is ſervant to the Mandarine Tab- 


quay; he hath been here to tell me 


that, as his maſter is confined, he could 
not viſit your Lordſhip, neither could 
he ſend a billet of compliments in 
due form, but he notwithſtanding pre- 
ſents his ſervices and wiſhes of good 
health: he told me farther, that ab- 
quay having loſt his wiſe, is very de- 
„„ ſirous 
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firous to marry again; and hearing 
that you have brought the young lady 
your daughter with you to court, he 
intends to get the Mandarine Kzo-/þ5- 
ſua to come in his behalf, and conclude 
a marriage · contract for her. © Well ! 
ſaid Shuey-keu-ye, and what anſwer did 
you make to Tab-quay's ſervant?” 1 
told him, ſaid the other, that ſhe had 
been long engaged to the Mandarine 
 Tieh-chung-u. Upon which he inquired 


when the marriage was to be conclu- 


ded; but I was not able to inform him. 


Of this our diſcourſe, I thought it my 


duty to inform your Lordſhip.” The 


Mandarine ordered him, if any one 


e 


ſhould hereafter queſtion him on that 
5 ſubject, to tell them that the nuptials 
would be celebrated within the ſpace | 

org 
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of two days. This Mandarine, ſaid 
Shuey-keu ye to himſelf, is a perſon of 
very ill character, his propoſals are 
only meant to give us diſturbance. But 
ſhould he apply to the Emperor him- 
ſelf, there will be nothing to fear, as 
my daughter is already. diſpoſed of : 
however it is better to have the mar- 
riage completed to prevent the worſt 
that may happen.“ He then went to 
his daughter's apartment, and told her 
ſhe muſt not think it unreaſcnable, 
that he renewed the ſubject of her 
union with Tieb- chung -u, for that it was 


neceſſary it ſhould take place immedi- | 


diately. Then he related to her all 
that his ſecretary had told him: Now, 
ſaid he, if we do not haſten. the com- 
Pletion of your marriage, this Tag- 
15. N quey 


15 
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guay may perhaps involve us in a great 
deal of trouble.“ It inſtantly occur- 
red to the young lady, that Kwo-kbz- 
zu or his father were at the bottom 
of this buſineſs. She communicated 
her conjectures to her father, And 


yet, added ſhe, if ab- quay ſhould 


perſiſt in giving us diſturbance, upon 
proper application to his Majeſty it 


may perhaps involve him in freſh 


diſgrace, and be a means of renew- 
ing his former puniſhment.” The 


wiſeſt courſe, ſaid Shuey-keu-ye, is not 


to oppoſe an enemy, but to avoid 


him. If we conclude this marriage 


out of hand, his deſign will be de- 
feated. —Before his daughter could 
reply, there came in a ſervant, to tell 

him that the Supreme Viceroy had 


ſent 
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ſent his ſervice, and begged he would 
ſavour him with his company at his 
houſe, for that he had urgent buſineſs 


to communicate to him. This is 
a good opportunity, ſaid Shuey-keu-ye ; 
J had thoughts myſelf of going thi- 
ther. I will therefore lay all ceremony 
_ aſide. Let my horſe be got ready,” 


He accordingly went as faſt as he 


could. 


As ſoon as he alighted, the Man- 


darine Tieh-ying took him by the hand, 
and led him into the hall: This 
morning, ſaid he, as I was coming 
from court, I met the Eunuch Cheu- 


thay-kien; who making me a very low 


bow, ſaid, he begged a favour which 
he hoped I would not refuſe him: 
OM os 
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that he had a niece. whom he ſhould 
be glad to have married to my ſon. 
I told him it could not be, for he was 
already engaged. He replied, © Whar 
though he is engaged to Shuey-ping-/in, 
it ſignifies little, as the marriage is 
not yet completed.” Theſe Eunuchs, 
added the Mandarine Jeb, are ſaucy 
impertinent raſcals, and preſume upon 
the great employ ments they fill: there- 
fore to be plagued no more on this 
ſubject, L have ſent to your Lordſhip 
that we may get the wedding con- 
cluded as ſoon as poſſible. What. 
ſaid Shuey-keu-ye, have you then met 
with this trouble? Such another ap- 
plication hath been this day made to 
myſelf.“ Upon which he related all 
that his e had told him. N ow. 

ſaid 


29 
ſaid he, this > bling the caſe, et us put an 


end to the affair. When the marriage | 


ceremony is once over, even his Ma- 


jeſty's order will not be of force to 


ſet it aſide. Nay let it be concluded 
this very day: and yet my daughter 


will hardly be prevailed with; ſhe ar- 


ues againſt breaking the laws of de- 
cency and cuſtom.“ „My ſon, ſaid 
the other, talks in the ſame ſtrain.““ 
After all, ſaid Shucy-keu-ye, I believe 
| they ſecretly love each other: we muſt/ 
not therefore regard their objections,” 
but exert our paternal authority.“ 
“True, ſaid the Mandarine Ticb - and 


yet if theſe impertinent applications had 


not been made to us, we might have 
indulged them with longer time: but 
as it is, there is not an hour to be 


| loft: 
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loſt: I believe they would hardly be 
brought to give up each other, and 
therefore will, now comply with our 
deſires. Here they parted. 


The Mandarine Treb-ying inſtantly: 
ſent for his ſon, and related to him all 
that happened both to the Preſident of 
Arms and to himſelf. Now, ſaid he, 
this being the caſe, if you don't con- 
ſent to marry the young lady, you 
will cauſe a great deal of trouble both 
to her and yourſelf; which there are 
no other means to prevent Or avoid.“ 
Sir, replied his fon, whatever you 
command, tis my duty to obey you. 
I am only concerned at the haſtineſs 

of the proceedings. As to: the Eu- 
nuch's application, it is certainly the 
contrivance 
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contrivance of Kwo-ſho-ſu : but what 


ſignifies his propoſing ' his niece to 
me? he will but loſe his labour.” 
« Well, ſaid his father, although you 
can ſo eaſily reſiſt this attack your- 
ſelf, you muſt give the young lady 


ſome aſſiſtance in her difficulty.“ Sir, 


ſaid the youth, be pleaſed then to 
acquaint the Mandarine her father to 
give it out that we are married. 
This will ſtop the mouths of theſe 
people, and reſcue us from their im- 


pertinence: at the ſame time, we may 
within doors remain ſingle till a more 


favourable juncture, The Manda- 
rine Tieb approved very well of his 
ſon's diſcourſe: and did not inſiſt 
upon his further compliance. Pro- 

| _ vided, 
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vided, ſaid he, you can but ſatisfy 

the world that you are married, you 
may act in private as you pleaſe.“ 
Then he commiſſioned proper people 
to chuſe out a fortunate day for the 
celebration of their nuptials. | 


02 H Ap. In: 
A ARLY on the morrow the Manda- 
& 4 rine Shuey-keu-ye ſent a letter to the 
Supreme Viceroy, which he opened, 
and read to the following effect. Af- 
& ter I had talked with your Lordſhip 
yeſterday, I went home and propo- 
« {ed to my daughter the completion 
&« of the marriage; which ſhe could by 
no means be brought to conſent to: 
% however, 


ger Ng Ne 


F777 
On * N A 


PPT 


A CHINESE: HISTORY: 5 3 


ce however, after: a great many argu- 
“ments, at length ſhe yielded that 
6 it ſnould be reported abroad ſhe 
racks) married to your ſon; on con- 
dition that at home ſhe ſhould till 


«continue in her preſent ſtate. I have 
therefore ſent to conſult your Lord- 


« ſhip, whether you think this will be 


„ {ufficient. 92 105 


The Mandarine Tieb-ying was high- 


ly pleaſed with the letter: but could 
not help thinking it very extraordi- 
nary that this young couple ſhould 


both adopt the fame opinions. Cer- 


tainly, ſaid he. Heaven hath deſigned 
this pair for each other: there is a 


wonderful ſimilitude in their fortunes, 
r. IV. D manners 
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manners and ſentiments. But yet, he 
added, if they do not live under the 


ſame roof, it will ſoon be diſcovered 


that they are not married: I will there- 
fore ſend my ſon to reſide in the houſe 
of Sbuey-keu. y“; and then whether they 
are married or not, their true ſituation 
will not be known abroad.” He ac- 
cordingly ſent to aſk the other's opi- 
nion concerning this propoſal : who 


intirely approved of it. They ſoon after 
viſited each other, and chuſing a for- 


tunate day celebrated the marriage; 
at which a great number of Manda- 
rines aſſiſted with the higheſt ſplen- 


dour and magnificence. Tieb- chung -u 
went in ſtate to the houſe of the bride, 
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Mandarines. When he: arrived-at the 
door, the Lord Preſident came out in 


perſon to receive him: and after the 


uſual ceremonies were over, there was 


a great entertainment prepared for the 
gueſts, The bridegroom however left 


them, and was led into rhe i 1nner * 
2 N 765 | 4:5 210 


| | As it was now evening, the rooms 
were lighted up with greateſt ſplendor: 


and as ſoon as he was come into the ſe- 
cond hall, SHuey ping: iu entered alſo, 


followed by a long train of female 
attendants. She received him with 
the fame eaſy chearfulneſs, as ſhe 
would have received a friend: ſhe 
bewaged no particular emotion or 

G ˖· uĩ =» 
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geſture, but accoſted him with a de- 
cent and becoming freedom. Sir, 
ſaid ſne, I am ever ſenſible of the for- 

mer benefits I received at your hands: 
and was my life to be laid down in 
your behalf, it would not diſcharge 
the debt I owe. you. By my father's 
order I have the good fortune to meet 
with you here this day; which af⸗ 
fords me an opportunity of b returning 
you thanks for the ſervices you have done 
me.“ Then making a deep court'ſy 
ſne preſented him with a ſeat. Tieb- 
bung -u ſeeing the graceful eaſe with 
which ſhe accoſted him, and the beauty 
of her perſon ſet off with the richneſs 
and exactneſs of her dreſs, thought her 
handſomer than ſhe had even appeared 


n i ; 
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to him at their firſt encounter: he was 
ſo raviſhed with the ſight of her, that 


he thought ſhe could be nothing leſs 


than an angel from heaven. When 


he had recovered his ſurprize, hay re- 


plied, Madam, the benefit I have 


received at your hands is ſo great 


that I want words to expreſs it: A 


deep ſenſe of it is however engraved 


in my heart, and is the ſubject of my 
daily thoughts and nightly dreams, By 


your father's permiſſion, I have the 


good fortune to meet with you here 


this day, to pay you my acknowledg 


ments.” This ſaid, he ſaluted her with 
great reſpect. Then a carpet was ſpread, 
and they both together performed the 

_ uſual ceremony of bowing their heads 


D ge they 


down to the ground. After which 
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retiring to two different tables they 


3 three e of wine to each other. 


e E rieh i # thus ad- 


dreſſed the young lady, Madam, I 


am ſo much obliged to you for all 


your favours, eſpecially for the good 
inſtructions you gave me, that I ſhall | 


ever retain them in my memory. It 
is owing to you that I am arrived to 
the great honours conferred upon me, 


If I had not had the happineſs ' of 
meeting with you, I ſhould very like- 


ly have been ftill a wanderer.” * Your 
preſent advancement, ſaid the young 
lady, was not owing to any thing 


1 could fay ; which was but trifling. 


A mere child might by chance point 
3 . Out 
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out the way to thoſe that had loſt it. 
| The ſource of your reputation was your 


redreſſing the injury of the young lady, 


who had been forced away; and your 


appearing in behalf of the General, Hu- 
hiau : theſe were actions ſo brave, that 


none beſide yourſelf were equal to 
them. You alſo got my father reſto- 
red to the Emperor's favour: a bene- 


fit that can be never repaid. . How hap- 


py am I then, that I can now offer you 
my ſervice ! But, Sir, permit me to pro- 
poſe one word or two. When I invited 
you to my houſe in order to attend 


you in your illneſs, Heaven knows we 


were void of all bad intentions; but 


the malignity of the world led them 
to ſpeak. very ili of us abroad: and 
ſhall we now for the ſake of a few days 
D 4 .. 
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of mirth and pleaſure, obſcure the re- 
maining part of our lives? In my 
opinion it would be much better to 
ſtay, and ſee this cloud paſs over 
beſore we conclude the marriage far- 
ther. Theſe are | my ſentiments, and 
I ſhould be very glad if yours were 
the ſame.” Tich-chung-u hearing this, 
made her a very low bow, and told 
her, he highly approved of her opi- 
nion; which he had as much wiſh- 
ed her to adopt, as a ſhower of rain 
is deſired in a time of drought. It 
is true, ſaid he, the commands of our 
parents would be ſufficient to warrant 
our completing the marriage: but as 


it would cauſe a deal of reflection, 
I am intirely of your opinion that 
|: 1 it will be better to wait a little while 
1 1 longer,” 
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4k 


| longer.“ < Our parents“ impatience, 


ſaid the young lady, proceeds from the 


impertinence of Tab- quay and the Eu- 


nuch: [but your regard for decency 


and good order merits my regard, and 


greatly heightens my opinion of you.“ 


The people you mention, anſwered 
he, know nothing about us; and are 


unacquainted with our affairs: they are 


incited to trouble us by Kwo-ſho Ju; 

but when they ſee the ſtep we have 
taken, their mouths. will be ſtopped, 
and they can proceed no farther.” 
And yet, ſaid Shuey-ping- 2 they may 
ſill ſhew their ſpite by raiſing ill and 


calumnious reports of us. Upon all 


theſe accounts it is beſt to forbear a 


while.” „ For my part, ſaid Tieb- 


chung-u, when] came ill into your houſe, 
I thought 
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1 thought none knew of it but four, 
namely, Heaven and Earth, you and 
myſelf” 


It is uſual with the Chine/e to \ freak of The 
Heaven and The Earth, as intelligent beings, 
or divinities. Thus in their books it is ſaid, 
Heaven hears and ſees every thing. [P. Du 
Halde, v. T. p. 407. u.] And in their imperial 
edicts, The protection of [ Tien-ti] the Hea- 
ven and the Earth, which comes from on high.“ 


[ibid. p. 528. But the Jaeſuites alledge that a 


theſe are only phraſes to ſignify the Deity, the 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth. 
It is very remarkable that the CY have 
no particular term in all their language that ex- 
Preſsly denotes the Supreme Being, or an- 
ſwers to our word GOD. Hence they have been 
branded with the character of profeſſed atheiſts, 
But whatever their Zzterati may be at preſent, 
it is certain that the CHingſe have had from the 
earlieſt antiquity various forms of expreſlion, 
and a multitude of religious rites, which prove 


their belief of a Divine Providence. | See note, 


vol. 1. p. 15 5 

Among the other buildings conſecrated to 
religious worſhip, there are at Pe-king two very 
ſuperb ones. Ihe one is called Tien-Tang, or 
The Temple of Heaven; the other 7 :i-tang, or 


The TRI of the Earth, To theſe the Em- 


Peror 
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myſelf.” «Well, fad me, if Heaven 


hath ee = thing, it will — 


— "os every year in great tate, and with 
his.own hands offers ſacnfrce to The Heaven, 
and to The Earth, at which times he lays aſide 

his robes, and appears in a plain veſtment of 
black, or ſky-c toured damaſk, This is an office 
ſo eſſential to his dignity, that for any one elſe to 
perform it, would be at once to aſpire to the 
throne, 

The Emperor's ſacrifice to the Earth is attend- 
ed with a ceremony, which deſerves particular 
notice. On a certain day in the ſpring he appears 
in the character of a huſbandman, and with two 
oxen who have their horns gilt, and with a plough 


finely varniſhed, &c. he ploughs up ſeveral fur- 


rows, and afterwatds ſows them with his own 
hand: his principal Lords afterwards do the 
like, 'till they have — the whole ſpot ſet 
apart for that purpoſe : P. Magalhazns tells us, 
that at the ſame time the Empreſs with her ladies 
dreſſes him a homely dinner, which they after- 


-wards eat together, &c. 


This ceremony hath been obſerved from time 


immemorial in order to encourage agriculture, 
the profeſſion of which is deemed very honour- 
able in China, and there are annual rewards 
propoſed to ſuch as excell in it. 

See P. Du Halde, vol. 1, pag. 275. 660. 
F. Magal. ch. 2 1. Martin. Hiſt. p. 11. &c. 


Our 
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Our parents commands would juſtify 
our union in the eye of the world: but 
as there is this ſecret reaſon for our 
ſorbearance, we muſt only feign to be 
huſband and wife: this may paſs with 
the public, till the difficulty is re- 
moved that prevents us from being 
ſuch in reality. The young Man- 
darine was charmed with her diſcretion, 
and ſaid, Your ingenious reaſoning 
informs my mind, at the ſame time 
that it Airengrhens | [my reſolutions, in 
virtue *, n | 2 
Thus they held converſation on their 
Patent circumſtances, and on the great 
regard that ought to be paid to honour 


In the Tranſlator's M. S. it is, * Strengthens 
my regard to the great law of nature.“ 


and 
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and virtue: they alſo related the various 


paſſages that had happened, as well 
through the perſecution of Kwo-kbe- 
224, as through the plots of him and 
his father. They were very pleaſant 


and chearful: and having drunk 


juſt enough to put them in mind 
to have the tables removed, they roſe 
up, and retired into two ſeparate cham- 
bers. So that their marriage was no 
otherwiſe completed than as to the 
outward appearance, and belief of it. 


| What happened in conſequence of 


_ theſe meaſures will be found in the fol- 


lowing chapter, [1517 9Vp51 
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CHAP. 
IE 8 ad is hear 


completed his marriage with Shuy- 
ping-fin, was notwithſtanding greatly 
in love with her: and that as well for 
her wit and good ſenſe, as for the 
beauty and gracefulneſs of her perſon. 
He was ſo charmed with her converſa- 
tion that he could not endure to ſtir 
abroad : which being related to their 
reſpective parents, they were extreme- 
Iy well pleaſed. e 


Let us leave them thus enamoured 
of each other, and return to Tah-quay 
and the Eunuch Chou. 

* CHay, XVI. In the Tranſlator's manuſcript. 
Theſe 
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Theſe two perſons, who had been 
encouraged by Korf. wo make 
the propoſals abovementioned, hearing 
now of the marriage that had taken 
place between the young couple, were 
inclined to deſiſt ; and ſent to inform 
that Mandarine of their reſolutions. 
He was very much chagrined, and diſ- 
appointed at the news, and reſolved 
to ſend ſome of his ſervants to the 
houſe of the young lady to liflen and 
ſpy out what was: tranſacting: he did 
the ſame to the houſe of the Supreme 
Viceroy. The firſt information he re- 
ceived was, that the young Mandarine 
Tieh-chung-u had not brought the bride 
home to his houſe, but had gone to 
refide with her at her father's. Soon 
after it was —— him, that although 
they 


they were married, they ſtill continued 
in ſeparate apartments. He afterwards 


learnt, that the bridegroom was ſo ena - 


moured of his lady, that he had not 


ſtirred from her for two or three 


days. Theſe. different accounts ſome- 
what puzzled; Kwo-ſbo:ju their beha- 
viour was ſingular and myſterious, ſo 
that he imagined there was ſomething 
more than ordinary at the bottom. At 


length from their living in ſeparate 


apartments, he concluded that the mat- 
ter was neither more nor leſs than this, 
that the marriage was only a feint, in 
order to avoid the propoſals of Jah- 


quay and the Eunuch Chu. Well, 


ſaid he, if they have not yet cohabited, 


tis ſtill poſſible. to ſeparate them, and 
ſpoil their marriage. Tab-quay muſt 


be 
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be informed of this, and encouraged to 
renew his a application : but then her 
friends will refuſe him under pretence 
of this marriage, and as ſhe ſeldom 
ſtirs out, he will find no opportunity 
to carry her away. Before he takes 
any ſtep of this kind, it will be better 
to ſet Chou-thay-kien at work: I will 
go and perſuade that Eunuch to intice 
this Tieh into his houſe; and when he 
has him there to compel him at once 
to marry his niece,” 2 


Full of theſe deſigns he haſted to 
the houſe of Chou thay- ien, to whom 
he related as well the information he 
ö | had picked up, as the meaſures which, 
he thought neceſſary to be taken. The 


= Eunuch thought them practicable, and 


For. IV; E pre- 
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promiſed to give him notice, as ſoon. 
as he had enticed the youth to his 
houſe: deſiring him in that caſe to 
come to him immediately. Ko. I- fi 
was pleaſed to fee him ſo readily adopt 
his deſign, and promiſed nothing ſhould 
delay or prevent his coming. Then 
taking his leave he went home, im- 
patiently waiting till he ſhould be ſent 
for. We 7 IS 


Tieb- chung u, on account of his pre- 
tended marriage had obtained leave 
of the Emperor to abſent himſelf ten 


days from court. Theſe were expired, 


and he muſt now return: Shuey-ping-/en, 
whoſe judgment and penetration were 
admirable, ſeeing him about to go, 
ſaid to him as follows, * Kwo-ſbo-ſu 

4 having 
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having laid a plot with a viewto get 
us both diſpoſed of, the one to Tab. 
quay, and the other to the niece of 
the Eunuch Chou, hath hitherto been 
diſappointed : it is not however to be 
- ſuppoſed that he will give us up fo 
_ eafily : he will ſtill ſeek ſome way to 
embroil us. With regard to ab- 
quay, as he is not within the pre- 
cints of the palace, he would be 
liable to reproof from ſuperior tti- 
bunals ſhould he do any thing amiſs: 
and therefore I apprehend nothing 
from him. But this Eunuch, who 
is a domeſtic fervant of the Empe- 
ror's, preſuming upon his favour, and 
| knowing his mind, regards nothing 
but his own inclinations. If there- 
fore you go to court, be fure be 
RS HG upon 
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upon your guard againſt his attempts.“ 
Jou argue rightly, ſaid Tieb-chung-u, 
and talk with your uſual judgment 
and diſcretion. _ But this Eunuch is 
of a mean, low caſt: what can he 
do? what is there to be feared from 
him?“ She replied, „Such perſons 
it is true are deſpicable, and not to 
be feared : but at preſent as things 
are circumſtanced, and as he hath 
got the ear of his Majeſty, it would 
not be amiſs to be upon your guard.” 
The young Mandarine agreed it would 
be proper; then taking his leave of 
her went to the palace. | 
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As he was thence returning home, 

who ſhould meet him but the Eunuch 

himſelf, Holding up his hands, he 
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A CHINESE HISTORY. 53 
faluted the youth with great famili- 
arity. The latter would have pro- 
ceeded on his way, but the other 
laid hold of his horſe's bridle, « I 
was even now going, , faid he;:to ſend 
to your houſe 'to defire to ſpeak with 
you.? What buſineſs, ſaid Tieb- 
thung-u, can you have with me? 
Your affairs and mine can have no 
relation. My province lies without 
the palace, and yours within?“ If 
it were only on my own account, 
replied the Eunuch, I ſhould not 
have taken the liberty to ſtop you : 
but J have buſineſs of the Emperor's 
to impart. to you, which muſt not 
be deferred: you had better then go 
home with me, and let us talk it 
over there,” | Before I do that, 
8 E 3 replied 
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replied 7ich-chung-u, you muſt tell me 
plainly what your buſineſs is.” « Sir, 
faid the other, do you think I would 
ga. about to deceive you? or durſt 
abuſe. the Emperor's authority? To 
tell you truly then, his Majeſty hath | 
heard that you are a fine poet; and 
requires you to write ſome verſes on 
two pieces of painting, which he great- 
ly, values.” The youth inquired where 
they were: and was anſwered, at his 
houſe. Tich-chung-u immediately re- 
collected the words of his lovely miſ- 
reſs; but found he could not avoid the 
ſnare, as the other had got the Empe- 
ror's order. He accordingly went home 
| with Chou thay-kien. ZE 


When they were got within his 
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doors, the Eunuch ordered tea to be 
brought and a table to be ſpread for 
an entertainment. No! no! ſaid the 
young Mandarine, the firſt things to 
be attended to are the pictures, I dare 
not enter on any thing elſe till they 
are diſpatched.” Sir, replied the 
other, you know very well what the 
generality of us Euauchs are: we are a 
fooliſh illiterate ſet of people : however 
I cannot but take great ſatisfaction in 
ſeeing a perſon of your ingenuity and 
learning : I hope therefore you will ho- 
nour me fo far as to drink ſomething 
with me: and will permit me to ſhew 
the great reſpect I entertain for you. 
I believe if I had ſent to invite you, 
you would hardly have come: but as 
his Majeſty's buſineſs hath brought 
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you here, you muſt oblige us a little 
with your company. And pray don't 
look upon me in the ſame mean and 
deſpicable light as the reſt of my bre- 
thren, ſince I have obtained this great 
honour :' upon which account I hope 
you will overlook the liberty I take of 
fitting down with you.” „Pray don't 
talk in this manner, ſaid Tieh- chung-u, 
are not we both the Emperor's ſer- 
vants? But as there is his Majeſty's 
order to be obeyed; let chat be firſt 
diſpaiched, and afterwards we will con- 


verſe together.“ Perhaps, replied 
he, when that is performed, you will 


not ſtay any longer. Well then; you 


mall write upon one of the pictures 
firſt, and before you take the other in 
hand you ſhall do me the favour to 


5 9 = drink 
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drink a little wine.“ To this the young 
Mandarine aſſented. 


 Chou-thay-kien then led him into a 
hall, and calling a ſervant, ordered him 
to take down a painting that was hung 
up, and lay it on a table. Tieb- chung-2 
found it to be a beautiful flower piece, 
containing the picture of a double jaſ- 
min: then taking a pencil he n 
wrote a few lines over it. 


| He had ſcarcely dale, when word 
was brought that the Mandarine Ko- 
ſhorſu was arrived. He was accord- 
ingly deſired to walk in. The Eu- 
nuch Chou told him he was very op- 
portunely arrived to meet with the 
great Doctor Tieb-cbung u; who was 
come 
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come there to write upon ſome pictures 
by the Emperor's order, © And here, 


faid he, he hath diſpatched one in leſs 


time than you would drink off a diſh of 


rea.” The Mandarine wo. ſpo- ſu told 
him that thoſe that were maſters of their 


art were generally expeditious. Pray 


my Lord, ſaid the Eunuch Choy, be fo 
kind as to read the inſcription to me, 
and tell me what it contains; that I 
may the better talk of it to the Empe- 


ror when I carry it to him.” The 


other aſſented, Tieb- chung-u defiring him 
to pardon and overlook the faults he 
ſhould find in it. When XK wor- po- ſi 
had peruſed the verſes, he cried out, 
4 I'hey are written with a great deal 
of ſpirit, and ſhew a fine underſtand- 


. * 


ang.” The Eunuch appeared extreme- 
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ly fatisfied with this account, and im- 


mediately ordered an entertainment to 


be ſerved upon the table. 7. leb chung · u 


intreated, that he would permit him to 
Ng both the pictures now he was about 


But the Eunuch would not let him: 


eaſe and pleaſure: why can t you then 


| firſt. ſit down and regale yourſelf, and 


afterwards. finiſh the verſes at IO; 


leiſure "Ys 


© 1 A P,, V. 
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Ho- ſis ſat down at the firſt: the 
Eunuch with Tieb- chung - u at the ſe- 


cond. After ſome little converſation 
on indifferent ſubjects, Chou-thay-kiew 
Aae him, eo the later, wd. 


aid: 
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6 HAU KIOU cHOAAN. 
faid : His Majefly being informed 
of your great ingenuity, Kath ordered 


theſe two pictures to be ſent here, that 
you ſhould write ſomething upon them: 
but it was at my intreaty in order 


to bring you to my houſe, "where I 


have ſomething to impart to you of 


great moment. It is alſo a peculiar 
happineſs that this Mandarine hath 


chanced to drop i in, and that T can do 
it in his preſence.** © What, ſaid Ktoo- 
Jpo-ſu, have you of moment to im part 


992 


to this Mandarine in my hearing: 


The Eunuch replied, If a drum bi 
not ſtruck upon, it returns no ſound z if 


a bell be not rung, it will not be heard; 
excuſe me therefore if I enter at once 
upon the matter in hand, without far- 


ther ceremony, or delay. I have a 


niece born with no great beauty; nor 


isl | yet 
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yet. very ill-favoured : but ſhe is very 
good tempered, chearful and pleaſant. 
she is now about eighteen years of age, 

and yet I have not hitherto found a 

proper match for her. Now, Sir, ſaid 
he, addreſſing himſelf to Tieb-chung-u, 
you are the man I would chuſe for her 
huſband : ſhe is ingaged to no other 
perſon: I have got the conſent of the 
Mandarine your father : and yeſterday 
I begged of the Emperor to have the 
marriage performed: in order to which 
he gave me theſe two pictures to ratify 
the contract.“ 


How much ſoever Tieb-chung-u was 
ſurprized, and chagrined to diſcover this 
treachery, he endeavoured ro conceal 
it from obſervation, He even aſſumed 
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an appearance of ſatisfaction, and told 
the Eunuch he was extremely obliged 
to him: that his propoſal was what 
he could not poſſibly have refuſed, had 
it been in his power to have accepted 
of it; but that he was already married 
to Shuey-ping-/m, the daughter of the 
Lord Preſident of Arms: and that it 
was impoſſible for him to be married 
twice . 


 +Chou-thay-kien ſmiled and ſaid, . Sir, 


* This is to be underſtood of a primary or 
chief wife: it would have been an affront to 
have thought of the niece of ſo powerful 2 
Eunuch for a ſecondary one or concubine. 


+ From this place to the end of the Hiſtory, 
the tranſlation is carried on in the Portugue/e 
language: which the Editor hath rendered into 
Engliſh. rea. 


you 
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you muſt not think todeceive me, I have 
examined the affair to the bottom: 
your proceedings. were a feint, in order 
to avoid marrying my niece; as alſo 
to prevent the. addrefles of 7. ah-quay 
to the young lady: and as it was fo 
eaſy to ſee through this impoſition, I 
wonder you ſhould think of attempting 
it.” | Tzeb-chung-u anſwered, © Your 
Lordſhip ſurprizes me: in an affair 
of any other nature, ſuch. an attempt 
might be feaſible : but in ſuch a ſub- 
ject as marriage, how can any impo- 
ſition take place? If you are really 
and truly married, ſaid the Eunuch, 
why did not you conduct the bride 
home to your houſe, but on-the con- 
trary go to reſide in that of her father? 
Why alſo don't you cohabit with your 

18 wife ?? 
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wife? Why do you continue in ſepa- 
rate apartments ?˙² *I do not bring 
home my bride, ſaid the Mandarine 
Tieb, becauſe her father hath never a 
ſon; I dwell therefore with him, in 
order to attend and comfort him in 
his old age: but whether we reſide in 
the ſame apartments or not, is an affair 
of no conſequence to any but our- 
ſelves: it is ſufficient that the marriage 
hath been duely celebrated. Beſide as 
your Lordſhip is continually with the 
Emperor, how can you tell what paſſes 
in the houſe of another perſon ? and 
this being the caſe, you ought not 
to believe any ſuch ſtory.” I ſhall 
not enter any farther into the merits 
of theſe reports, ſaid the other : it con- 
cerns not me whether they are true 

or 
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or falſe: it is ſufficient that I have 
ſpoke with his Majeſty about your mar- 
riage with my niece: and have the 
ſanction of his authority. It is in vain 
therefore to think to avoid it..Not 


| z avoid it! faid Tieb-cbung-u. From 


the remoteſt antiquity till the preſent 
hour, it hath never been heard of, that 
a man endowed: with reaſon hath been 
married to one wife, and then taken 

another . I have already eſpouſed a a 


* young lady with all the due ſolemni- 


ties of law; for this reaſon I muſt re- 
fuſe all other: yet had you made me 
be offer of your niece firſt, I ſnould not 
have lighted it.“ Before you. had 
_ in this manner, ſaid the Gus 


* This is till to be underſtood of the primary 
or chief wife. Vide note e ſupray p 62. | 
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nuch, you ſhould have made it ap- 
pear - that you were really married. 
When the bride is once carried to the 
houſe of her huſband, then it may be re- 


puted a true marriage : then ſhe may 
be conſidered as a firſt br ſecondary. 
wife : but this cannot properly be done 

ill ſhe is carried from ber on houſe. 
And this ceremony the Rites require.” 
I grant your Lordſhip, ſaid Jeb. 
ehiing-u; that generally ſpeaking this is 


_ Eſpecially in obedience to the expreſs 
2 commands of a parent,” / 4 You talk 


of obedience to your parents, ſaid Chou- 


they: kien P will you pay attention to 
n 6 8 them, 
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them; and neglect to obey the orders 
of the Emperor? Do you think then 
that the private | commands of your 
parents are to take place of thoſe of 


| his Majeſty?” « Far from it,” ſaid 


Treb-chung-u; who began to be yexed, 
to hear him talk in fo unreaſonable a a 
manner: I only ſay that marriage 
is a thing of great importance; and 
ought to be conducted with regula- 
rity and order: otherwiſe you vio- 
late the laws and rites of the empire. 
This is not a private affair between 
your Lordſhip and myſelf, but a thing 
of public concernment; and if his Ma- 
jeſty will be pleaſed to conſult all the 
doctors of the empire, he will fee that 


I am, right.” What occaſion for 
ſo much trouble? faid the Eunuch: 
157695 * Wb = — or 


68 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 
or why is it needful to conſult all the 
doctors, when there is preſent ſo great 
aà doctor as No- Ho- ſu, one who is fo 
capable of determining the queſtion ?” 
Very true, replied the youth; will 
your Lordſhip aſk him to Judge be- 
tween us?” 


„ My Lord,” ſaid the Eunuch, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to that Mandarine, 
e you have been here ſome time liſtening 
to the diſpute between this gentleman 
and myſelf: be pleaſed to favour us with 
your opinion of the caſe.” * If you 
alone had aſked me, faid the Miniſter, 
and if the Mandarine Tieb- chung- u him- 


ſelf had not alſo applied to me, I ſhould 


not have hazarded a word between you: 
but as he alſo deſires it, I will ſpeak 


according 
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according to my conſcience, without 


partiality to either ſide. With regard 
to the rites of marriage, there are rea- 
ſons within other reaſons, and the ſub- 


ject contains ſome things ſo intricate, 


that all the doctors in the empire can- 
not infallibly decide upon it. But if 


the queſtion turns upon the Emperor's 
authority, I am of opinion that the 


rites of marriage are ſubject to it, and 


that he may over-rule them at pleaſure. 


For if you look back through all ages, 
you will find that the Emperor hath 
power to change the laws of the realm, 


and even to aboliſh the whole eſtate of 


his Mandarinate, by which thoſe laws _ 
are executed and ſupported.” Tha 


Eunuch Chou hearing theſe words, 


could not conceal his ſatisfaction: he 
laughed and ſaid, * Your Lordſhip is 
9 „ certainly 
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certainly right, the Mandarine Tieb can- 
not anſwer one word to this. 


Then calling for a cup of wine, he 
took it in his hand, and preſented it 
with great reverence to Awo. ſbo- ſu, in- 


treating him to be brideſman or media- 


tor to the marriage of his niece. As 


you have obtained his Majeſty's licence, 


replied he, addreſſing himſelf to Chay- 
thay-kien, it is no longer left to your 
diſcretion; I ſhall therefore act in that 
behalf, for I dare not diſobey his Ma- 


jeſty. Then he drank off the wine . 
_O which he addreſſed himſelf to 
ieb- abung - u: * As the Emperor, ſaid 


5 hath nnn to lend his ſanc- 


of® This * to have been a qo form, "A 
wh he teſtified his intention to act as brideſ- | 


Man or mediator on this occaſion, | 
tion 
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tion to this marriage, you cannot refuſe 


| your compliance, notwithſtanding your 


prior engagement with Shuzy-ping-/in : 
let me then adviſe you, Sir, to ſtand off 
no longer, but e ſubmit, _ chap 
all will be _ *. E BNN 


Ande Tieb-c 17-4 was extreme- 
ly chagrined and vexed, and could 
with much difficulty kept his patience : 
he nevertheleſs found it neceſſary to 
bridle his temper for many reaſons. 


In the firſt place, he confidered that 
they had made the point to reſt 


upon the Emperor's authority: a- 
gain he reflected that the Eunuch 
Choy had continual aeceſs to his Ma- 


jeſty's preſence, and would be able 
to give what turn he pleaſed to the 


T4; affair: 


»2 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 
affair: he was alſo fearful that being 
within that Eunuch's houſe, he would 
not ſuffer him to go out: he was 
moreover. unwilling to quarrel open- 
ly with Kwo-ſ60-ſu : he therefore an- 
ſwered that Mandarine mildly z * I 
have nothing to object to your Lord- 
ſhip's opinion, and if his Majeſty hath 
given his order, far be it from me to 
diſpute it. But ſtill it is neceſſary 
for me to go, and inform my father 
and mother; that they may fix on 
a fortunate day; and ſettle the terms 
of the nuptial ſum : for I cannot pre- 
tend to take upon me to do it without 
their knowledge.“ Sir, faid the 
-Eunuch, you only want to ſhift off 
the affair; but it will not ſerve your 
-turn: if you do not comply, you ſhew 
| contempt 
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_ contempt to his Majeſty's order: it 


wholly depends upon yourſelf whether 


you will obey it or not: you oveht 


to obey, and not to ſtudy theſe excuſes, 
This is a fortunate day : all that re- 


ates to invitations is already perform- 


ed: the muſic is prepared : the banquet 
ready : and here by great good fortune 
is the Mandarine K*w0-ſbo-ſu to act as 


brideſman: within is the nuptial cham- 


ber fitted up for the bridegroom: let 


us now celebrate your marriage with my 


niece, and then I ſhall have diſcharged 
the moſt important duty that relates 
to this life. If you think, Sir, that 


your father or. mother. will complain 
of being neglected, you muſt lay the 


blame on his Majeſty's order; and then 
what complaint can be made ? If you 
1 make 
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make any ſcruple about "the nuptial 
ſum, I will leave that entirely to your- 
ſelves: that ſhall make no ground of 
diſpute.” « Really, Sir, ſaid Neo- 
Ho- ſu to the young Mandarine Tieb, 
my Lord Chou-thay-kien diſcovers a great 
affection for you; if now you make 
any farther excuſes, you will certainly 
paſs for an ungrateful perſon.” The 
young Mandarine replied, * Before 
one can acknowledge a favour, one 
ought to be certain of its propriety 
and reaſonableneſs. I came hither to- 
| day 'by his Majeſty's order to make 
ſome verſes or encomiums on two pic- 
tures. I have already finiſhed one; 
the other remains to be performed : 
and how can J dare to take in hand 
2 70 other buſineſs till this is diſ- 
charged? 
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charged? Now I intreat your Lard- 

ſhip to give me here the other picture, 
that I may finiſh it; and then J ſhall 
be at liberty to enter upon any other 
buſineſs.“ . Sir, ſaid the Eunuch, you 
ſay very well: but the ather picture 
is very large, and is laid up in an inner 
apartment: as therefore it would oe- 


aiaſion a great deal of trouble to bring 


it here, you had better go within to it.“ 
Although Tieb-chung-u ſuſpected that 
there was ſome ſecret deſign in this, 
which he could nat at preſent diſcover, 
he notwithſtanding thought it beſt to 
comply : which he ſignified accard- 
ingly, „ Well then, ſaid the Eunuch, 
let us drink once more, afterwards we 
will go within: for your Lordſhip is 
TUM in propoſing, that 0 one thing be fi- 
niſhed 
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niſhed before another be taken in hand. 
The young Mandarine Tieb ſaid to him- 
ſelf, When I have once diſpatched the 
other picture, I ſhall perhaps find a 
means to eſcape from this houſe.” Ac- 
cordingly riſing up from the table, he 
ſaid, Come let us finiſh the verſes : I 
will drink no more.” The Eunuch 
Chou roſe up likewiſe, and ſaid, * Let 
us go.“ The Mandarine Kwo-ſbo-ſu 
expreſſed alſo an inclination to accom- 
pany them: but the Eunuch gave him 
a ſignal with his eye: pa immediately 
that Mandarine ſtopped and ſaid; It 
is not neceſſary that I be preſent at 
the compoſing of theſe verſes, I will 
wait for your return here without : and 
chen you have finiſhed them [ will 


compleat the . 
| Then 


A CHINESE HISTORY. 77 
Then Chou-thay-kien conducted the 
young Mandarine Tieb within: by 
which means he fell into the ſnare: for 
as ſoon as the other had led him into an 
inner apartment he left him and with- 
drew; two women ſervants immediately 
| ſhutting the doors upon him. 2 


CHAP. VI. 


F1EH-chung-u being thus ſhut up 
within the inner apartments of the 
Eunuch's palace, found them all adorn - 
ed and fitted out in the moſt ſplendid 
manner. He entered one of the cham- 
bers, which ſhone with the richeſt and 
moſt elegant furniture; and faw in 
it a lady ſeated in a chair, who was 
n with jewels, and the coſtlieſt 


ornaments 
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ornaments in great profuſion. . Tieh- 
chung-u ſeeing her thus dreſſed out 
like a princeſs, compoſed the follow- 
ing verſes in his mind. 


I have ſeen ber figure, it is finely trick'd 
_ out with ornaments, 

But ber mouth is wide as the hw her 
bead high-as a mountain. * 

May the demons look upon ber, and bring 

ber to ſhame *, | 


This lady, who was no other than the 
+ acai being the young: Mar- 


297 *7T by words 9) the FIRE? tranſlation are, 
Vis ſua fieura, ita bem ornada ; - 
Mas a bica he grande e larga como o Ly tus 
he alta como monte; | 

Os demonios wvihde, faztm werftibdr. 

This ſpecimen, may ſerve to > they the incor- 
reftreſs of the MS. verſion.” , 


darine 
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datine enter, roſs up from her chair, 
and made ſigns to her women to per- 
form their reverences to him: who 
aſked him to draw near, and converſe 
with their lady. Far from complying 
wich their requeſt he drew back; but 
ſeeing all the doors were ſhut upon 
him, and that there was no remedy, 
at length he went ſome what nearer the 
lady, and bowed to her very low,; 
which done, he drew back a little aa 
before: all this while the lady never 
opened her mouth. One of the moſt 
aged of the female attendants ſeeing 
this, came up to ſieb- bung a, and faid 
to him: * Your Lordſhip came here 
within the women's apartments to mar- 
ry my lady : * huſband and wife being 


This is a literal verſion of the Portugueſe, viz. * 
Marido e mulher ſendo caxado, dous ſam ue bun corps 


de huma carne. | | 
| 2 | Once 


? 
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once married, are both of one body, 
of one fleſh.. You are now Lord of 
all this houſe. ; You need not there- 
fore be reſerved or baſhful: but may 
come and ſit down here with your la- 
dy.“ I came here, ſaid he, by the 
Emperor's command to write verſes 
upon two pictures belonging to his 
Majeſty : how then can you fay I 
came here to marry ?” The pictures 
you ſpeak of, ſaid the ſervant, are with- 
out; if therefore your Lordſhip only 
came on that account, why did not 
you ſtay in the outer apartments ? 
Obedience to the Emperor's command 
did not require you to come in hi- 
ther. Theſe are the apartments be- 
longing to the women; which none 
ever enter but my lady and our- 
ſelves. Tou could never have come 
. e 
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here, but in order to marry her.“ 
« Your lady's uncle, ſaid he, the Eu- 
nuch Chou, with many wiles inticed 
me within: he hath deceived me. This 
is very diſreſpectful treatment of one of 
my rank, and is an affront to his Ma- 
jeſty, by whoſe favour I am advanced 
to be one of the firſt doors of the em- 
pire.** „As your Lordſhip is now 
here, | ſaid the ſervant, be eaſy and chear- 
ful; why do you talk of any thing that 
happened to you without ?” He re- 
plied in a rage, * You are all of you 
concerned in this picee of treachery. 
Jour maſter hath enſnared me by pre- 
tending the pictures were here within, 
and this the Mandarine Kwo-ſho-ſu can 
teſtify. But you are all of you deceived 
in thinking to conquer me: my name 
Vol. IV. ga G EE” 
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is Tieb, that is Jon; my body, my 
heart are all of iron, hard and in- 
flexible, it is impoſſible to move me. 
I am more ſteady and reſolute than 
thoſe two ancient heroes Lieu-hiau- 
whey and Quan- in-chang * „ who are 
ſo famous in hiſtory for being firm 


*. The firſt of theſe is mentioned before in vol. 
2. p. 69. as alſo in the following paſlage of a 
Chineſe author, tranſlated by P. Halde. See 
vol. 1. p. 439. 

« You have heard of the celebrated Lieu-biau- 
* aubey. Neither the moſt frightful poverty 
„with which he was threatened, nor the firſt 
4c rank of the empire, with which he was tempt- 
< tered, could in the leaſt incline him to vice, or 
draw him aſide from virtue. 

The ſecond of theſe, Quan -in-chang, was a 
great general, ſo remarkable for his brave and 
gallant atchievements, that he is to this day re- 
vered by the Chineſe ; who in remembrance of 
his fublime virtue, adore him as a god, and ſet 
ph images in Honour of him in their idol- tem- 
12 
| x See before, vol. 3. P. 331: note,—See alfo 
0 Kao. P. 125. we 
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and unſhaken. But indeed what effect 
can be expected from ſuch ſhallow 
plots as theſe? This girl is not only 
ugly: but alſo ſhameleſs. Notwith- 
ſtanding her fine ornaments, I regard 
her not: ſhe is a low and worthleſs 
creature, and not to be regarded.“ 
The young lady, although at firſt ſne 
was charmed with the graceful figure 
of the young Mandarine Dieb, and 
did not behold without ſome emotion, 
the fine features, and fair complexion 
of that beautiful youth; hearing this 
abuſe, could no longer contain herſelf, 
but broke ſilence, and ſaid, Sir, you 
treat me very ill, niece as I am to a 
great officer of the Emperor, and one 
who ſtands continually in his preſence. 
This honour puts him upon a level 
55 
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with any of the Mandarines, ſo that [ 
have a right to be conſidered with all 
the diſtinction of a Siaum-Zſieh or Man- 
darine's daughter *. His Majeſty hath 
commanded a marriage to be conclu- 
ded between you and me: in which 
there is nothing wrong or indecent, 
Why then do you complain of plots | 
againſt you ? How dare you preſume to 
call me low and worthleſs. You diſgrace 
the honour of my family. But ſince ! 
am ſo immodeſt and ſhameleſs, I will 
make you know whether I am to be 
regarded or not.” Then ſhe called 
out to her women, Bring this fellow 
here before me.“ All the attendants 
went up to him, and ſaid, Our lady 
orders us to bring you to her to Pay 


See vol. 1. pag. 114. note. 21411 
4 J : 7 — V her 
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her the reverence and reſpect due to 
her quality: if you do not comply, 
we muſt force you.” Notwithſtand- 
ing he was ſo much diſcompoſed and 
chagrined, he could not help ſmiling 
at them: but he neither ſtirred nor an- 
ſwered a ſyllable. 


The women enraged at this con- 
tempt, fell all upon him at once, ſtriv- 
ing to force and drag him up before 
their miſtreſs, not without great tu- 
mult and diſturbance. Tieb- chung · 
however provoked at the ridiculous ſi- 
tuation in which he ſaw. himſelf, reflect. 
ed that it would be very indecent, and 
unmanly for him to contend, and fight 
with women: he therefore muſtered 
up his patience, and comforted him- 
V 


#6 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 


ſelf with the old proverb, „Who re- 
gards the little demons of the wood ?” * 
Then drawing. a chair to him, he ſat 
down: and while the women were 
ſtruggling and talking round. him, he 
remained calm and unmoved ; repeat- 
ing to himſelt the following verſes: 


- Hard ſubſtances became ſoft » 
80 fee turn t0 parte 


- The Chineſe 1 ſuppoſe every ont af the 
univerſe to be under the influence of good or bad 
ſpirits, who have their reſpective diſtricts, This 
premiſed, the application of the Proverb is ob- 
vious. Nothing can place the feeble efforts of 
theſe women in a more contemptible light, than 
to compare them to "thoſe little diminutive 
fiends, who only preſiding over untrequented 
ſolitudes, have very little Power or opportunity 
of doing miſchief, notwithſtanding: their na- 
tural malignity. 

| The Porrugueſe words are Quem faga caſo dot 
diabolbings do mate © 1 ſuppole it it r be Dia- 


ae 
Hard . 
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. Hard and ſoft at times are ſtrong 
Mater is ſoft ; who can reſiſt its force“? 


In the midſt of this diſturbance came 
in the Eunuch Chou himſelf, having 
entered through another door; who 


booking round him, cried out to the 


women, © What is the meaning of 
this? Retire, How dare ye preſume 
to offer this rudeneſs in the preſence 
of people of quality? Then addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Tieh- chung u on the ſubject 
of the marriage, he ſaid, ** Well, Sir, 
it is in vain to reſiſt; you had better 
cop and put an end to all this 
EP. The Partogneh words are, 

Couſa dura chegou de eftar mole, 

Couſa mole wem ſe fazer dura, 


Dura e mole eſtas forte, 
A agoa mole quem pode reſaſtir faa forga ? 


05-4 © © 7" 
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diſturbance.“ He anſwered, „] don't 
_ refuſe my compliance: but we mult 
pay obedience to the laws.” © Why 
not ?” ſaid the other. Your Lord- 
ſhip, replied he, forgets there is a 
book of the laws, which contains an 
injunction for the Mandarines with- 
in the palace to have no dealings or 
contracts with the Mandarines with- 
out *. Now as there is this doubt 
about the lawfulneſs of our engage- 
ment, what matters it, if we defer its 
ee for the preſent ?** That in- 
Junction, 
„This is a renulntion which the Chineſ Em- 
rerors have frequently found it neceſſary to re. 
vive, in order to curb the exorbitant power of 
the Eunuchs, and to break through their con- 
nections with the other great officers. See P. 
Da Halde, vol. 1. p. 226 &fc. e 44 


N. B. By the Mandarines within he palace is 
reculiarly meant the Eunuchs : theſe being by 


perly 
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junction, ſaid the Eunuch, is old and 
obſolete: what occaſion to obſerve an 
obſolete law? But it is neceſſary to 
obey the preſent commands of the 
Emperor, and to execute what he in- 
joins. The other is old and out of 
date.“ Tieb- cbung- u replied, If your 
Lordſhip would have me execute thoſe 
commands, ſhew me your patent; that 
I may firſt thank his Majeſty for his 
favourable notice of me *. Nay, Sir, 

|  thew 


perly the only domeſtics the Emperor hath : and 
theſe are ſo numerous, that P. Semedo tells us, 
in his time their number was ſeldom ſo ſmall as 
| 12000. In the reign of a weak Emperor, the 

Eunuchs generally gain the aſcendant, and grow 
to an unſufferable pitch of inſolence. Since the 
Tartar race hath been in poſſeſſion of the throne 
of China, the number of theſe gentry hath been 
leſſened, and their authority diminiſned. 
P. Semedo, p. 114. & Auth, ſup. citat. 


C Je is an  indiſpenſible duty with the Man- 
| darines, 
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ſhew me the patent For how can I 
| preſume to conclude this marriage, 
thus hand over head, before I have 
returned the Emperor thanks?” 


While this contention laſted between 
them, there came two little Eunuchs 
in great haſte to the houſe of Chou- 
thay-kien : he was called out to ſpeak 
to them. They told him that H. hiau, 
General of the Tartarian frontiers, was 
returned from the war, n. with 


"8 to pay 7 acknowledgments to the 
Emperor, upon every the leaſt notice taken 
of them, by: doing him immediate homage: 
which is — Ke by proſtrating themſelves 
nine times on the ground before him, or in hie 
abſence: before his empty throne. 

See P. Du Halde, &c. ** 


The Chingſe title is T I which p. 
Du Halde interprets Commandant General di 


Melic, Voi Tom. 3. fr. index. 255 
him 
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him a multitude of priſoners: that 


there were alſo come with him many am- 


baſſadors, loaded with tribute of great 
value“: and that the Emperor had or- 


dered a banquet for them. They add- 


ed, As the Mandarine Tieb-chung-u 
was the patron and protector of the 


General, his Majeſty commands him to 
accompany them. The banquet is 
prepared: we have already been at this 


nobleman's houſe to ſeek him, but 


he was not there; we were told be 


« The ideas of Anbaſſader and Tr — are in- 


e among the enden See vol. 2. p. 92. 


288. 


make it a geacral rule not to ſend any them- 


ſelves to other courts. | Vet they have _ once. 
departed from this rule, in ſending a ſplendid 
ambaſſage to Ruſia, in the reign of the 1 mpreſs 


Anne. 


"ON id. Bay eri, tom. 1. dedicatio. FOE 
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came home this morning with your 
Lordſhip. We are accordingly come 
hither to inquire after him: the meſſen- 
ger of ſtate waits for him in the out- 
ward court, and his ſervants are attend- 
ing there with his horſe. Pleaſe to in- 
form him to come away immediately.“ 
Not ſatisfied with this account, the 
Eunuch Chou went himſelf to the gate 
accompanied with the Miniſter Kzv0-- 
ſho-ſu: and finding it to be literally as 
they had related, theſe two looked 
at each other in great confuſion, not 
knowing what to ſay; eſpecial ly when 
they ſaw there was allo come the Man- 
darine whoſe buſineſs it was to pro- 
vide the banquet, and that the ſum- 
mons would admit of no delay. Find- 
ing there was no remedy, the Eunuch 
I. TS ordered 
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ordered the doors to be opened, and 
Tieh-chung-u to be ſuffered to come 
forth. The latter was wondering what 
could occaſion this unexpected de- 
liverance, when the Mandarine of the 
banquet, and the Emperor's meſſenger 
informed him of the invitation, which 
required his immediate attendance. 
Chou-thay-kien greatly chagrined, ſaid, 
* They ſay the Emperor commands 
you to attend the banquet: his Ma- 
jeſty alſo commanded you to write the 
verſes. Lou have finiſhed one picture, 
yet another remains to be diſpatched. 
To-morrow, when his Majeſty will 
demand of me why they were not 
done; what ſhall I anſwer ? You can- 
not go ttill both are: finiſhed.” This 
ke ſaid with a malicious deſign to 
543152 em- 
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embarraſs him, and render him inca- 
pable of complying with the order. 
But Tieb-chung-u anſwered, © I have 
long been deſiring you to let me have 
the other picture that I might diſpatch 
it: yet you would not give it me. 
This picture is here without, but you 
deceived me, and inticed me to go 
within : however bring the picture here, 
and I will finiſh it.” The Eunuch 
Chou brought him the picture; when 
in a moment he finiſhed all the verſes, 
end taking his leave, went away. 


 Chou-thay-kien who accompanied him 
to the gate, returned to his friend wo- 
ſhorſu, and ſaid. What aſtoniſhing 
abilities hath this young man ? And 


who would have thought he could have 
- _ eſcaped 
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eſcaped the ſnare * ? This unexpected 
meſſage from the Emperor hath broke 
through all our meaſures.” They. re- 
mained both of them enraged and 
vexed at a diſappointment ſo little fore- 
ſeen. After ſome time K#wo-fbo-/ie 
broke ſilence, and ſaid, . Let us look 
out for ſome other expedient. The 
marriage with Shuey-ping: n is not 
completed: it is well known that 
they do not ſleep in the ſame chamber. 
I will yet cauſe them to be ſeparated. 
Think not I propoſe an impracticable 

attempt. I will revive the ſuſpicions 
that have been fo long dormant, with 
regard to her carrying him home to 
her houſe to attend him in his illneſs. 
I will refute this pretended excule, and 
Here is g tedious recapitulation in the orig. 

- I accuſe 
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accuſe them of diſorderly and unlawful 
motives. I will relate this to the Cenſor 
of the empire, who is obliged by his office 
to report it to his Majeſty. I will tell 
him, that after having had an unlawful 
amour, they now would increaſe the 
ſcandal by a patched · up marriage: and 
1 will remonſtrate the contempt and re- 
proach this will bring on the laws: eſ- 
pecially as they are people of ſuch rank 
in the ſtate. Your Lordſhip ſhall lend 
your aſſiſtance to forward and ſtrength- 
en this accuſation. Then will his Ma- 


jeeſty ſummon the Tribunal of Rites 


to examine into it: in the mean time, I 
will apply to the Che- hien of the city 
where the affair happened, and will get 
him to turn over all the papers of his of- 
kice, i in order to procure minutes of the 
Y caſe 
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caſe, Where with to ſt upport the accuſa- 
tion. After this, the leaſt that can 
happen will be their being divorced 
and ſeparated for ever.“ True, ſaid 
the Eunuch Chou; and when once they 
are ſeparated, it will be an eaſy matter 
to ſpeak to the Emperor about the 
marriage with my niece;? Theſe re- "2 
ſolutions. they formed, both agreeing 
that in order to render them effectual, 
the utmoſt nee and caution W 
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'T 7E Ab bang bi ſet at 
large by the invitation the Em- 
peror ſent him to the banquet, took 
the firſt opportunity to adviſe with his 
501, IV. H father, 


— — 
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father, concerning his ſituation with 
Shugy-ping-fin. The Mandarine Tieh- 
Ying aid, Notwithſtanding you both 
continue in ſeparate chambers, I am 
of opinion that your marriage is 
valid, and for life. But why don't 
you bring your wife home to your 
own houſe, that the world may be tho- 
roughly ſatisfied of your nuptials, and 
thus all occaſion of ſcandal removed? 
on account of his niece. Go and con- | 
ſult with your bride what courſe to 
take in this critical juncture.“” He 
accordingly went to the young lady, 
and told her what his father had aid. 
« My lord, ſaid ſhe with her accuſtomed 
diſeretion, I am your ſervant and hand- 
maid; and will do whatever you ſhall 
151141 S 1 Pre: 
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preſcribe to me, in order to put an 
end to theſe clamours. All this diſ- 
5 turbance ſprings from the malice of 
Kwo-ſho-ſu and his ſon. Let us then 
with the greateſt expedition perform 
whatever ceremonies remain unobſerv- 
ed, and thereby convince the world 
that our marriage is duly” celebrated 
according to law,” When 7 ieb-chung-u 
found his lovely bride approved of his 
father's advice of bringing her home 
to his own houſe, it filled his heart 
with extreme ſatisfaction: You, ſaid 
he, are a lady chat always lend an ear 
to reaſon, I will not fail to acquaint 
my father and mother of our inten- 
tions: nor will I on this occaſion for- 
get my friend Hil-biau. 1 will then 
| apply to the Tribunal of Mathema- 
_ „„ tics 
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tics “ in order to chuſe a good day 
for our nuptials, and will invite all 
the Mandarines to the marriage feaſt. 


The Kin- tien-xien or Tribunal of Mathema- 
tics, conliſts of a preſident, two aſſeſſors, and 
many ſubordinate Mandarines : who apply them- 
ſelves to aſtronomy and aſtrology ;. compole the 
imperial calendar, and diſtinguiſhthe days, hours, 
&c. into fortunate and unlucky.  _ | 
It is an important branch of their office to 
predict all eclipſes: of which they give ſchemes 
to the Emperor, who lays them before the Tri- 
bunal of Rites, and they diſperſe copies of 
the ſame through all the provinces, to the end 
that the ceremonies uſual on that occaſion may 
be every where obſerved. Theſe conſiſt in 
beating kettle-drums, &c during the eclipſe ; 
the' Mandarives: kneeling and making proſtra- 
tions all the while; the common people at the 
ſame time ſhouting, in order to fright away a 
ſuppoſed dragon, whe they believe 1 is about to 
devour the fun or moon. 

This tribunal alſo deputes five aſtronomers 
every night to take their ſtand on the imperial 
obſervatory, who every morning report whatever 
Phenomena have occurred to them. | 
P. Magal. p. 23 1. Mod. Un. Hiſt. viii, 186; 

P. Du Halde. P. Le Compte, &c. 


The 
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The truth is we have not complied 
with the cuſtom which requires us to 
preſent wine to each other +.” 
| Kwo:ſho-ſu' hearing that the young 
couple were preparing to celebrate their 
marriage afreſh, was very much- dif- 
turbed at it. He applied therefore to 
one of the Mandarines, whoſe . buſj- 
neſs it is to accuſe all that are guilty of 
_ enormities, and with many intreaties 
prevailed on him to accuſe Tieb-chung-u 
and the young lady before the Em- 
peror, 199140. 4147 to 3 tf 


* 


I The cuſtom is upon the wedding night, 
while the young couple are ſurrounded by all 
their friends, for the bride to offer a cup of wine 
to the bridegroom, which he drinks off; and then 
offers ſuch another cup to her. 3 

Tranſ. 


3 - <6 T0 
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The accuſation was drawn ho in 
the following terms. 


« I Yang-yo, Cenſor * of the em- 
6“ pure, with great reſpect and reve- 
& rence preſent to your Majeſty this 
paper of accuſation concerning a 
& ſcandalous marriage, which violates 
ec the law: and I do it in order that 
« your Majeſty may examine into the 
cc ſame, and find out the truth. Of 
& the five ge: that _ to hu- 


The title & this leer * a below in 
the Portugueſe verſion is FU-SU [or XU] acuza- 
dor e avixor do imperio: i. e. The Ju-sv, the 
accuſer, and the leo of the empire.” But 
as this title is mentioned in no other writer, and 
as the office ſeems to be the ſame with that of 
CENSOR deſcribed before, [See pag. 10. 
nore] the Editor hath not ſcrupled to give that 


« man 
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« man nature +, the firſt is marriage : 
« it: ought therefore to be obſerved 
% with-due care and attention, and with 
“all theſe ceremonies,; which the Em- 
66 perors have enacted from the re- 
moteſt antiquity. Now it is a thing 
„ unheard» of that a young woman 
« without father or mother ſhould re- 


By theſe ve things are probably meant 
thoſe ſeveral Relations of ſocial life, that gave 
birth to the relative duties; which the CHineſẽ 
diſtribute into five heads, and to which they re- 
duce all their morality. Theſe five duties are, 
thoſe of parents and children: prince and ſub- 
jects: huſband and wife: elder and younger bre- 
thren: and friends with regard one to another, 
See P. Du Hale, vol. 2. pag. 37. GMC. 
Now although the Clint commonly look 
upon the relation between, parents and, children, 
as firſt in point of importance: yet in ſome re- 
ſpects the precedence , may be alſo: given to 
that of marriage, as it comes fi in order of 
time, and as moſt of the other relations ſpring 
from it. : 


6. x PF 
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et main under the ſame roof with a 
“% young man equally removed from 
cc his own parents, and that without 
the interpoſal of any mediator. or 


„ brideſman, or without the know- 
C 


* 


ledge and privity of any. [All this 
* hath happened, and] the parents of 
& the offenders are the Mandarines 
& Shuey-keu-ye and Tieb ing, both great 

* officers of your Majeſty's council. 
« Who at length, after the fact is 
become notorious to all the world, 
< are preparing to patch up a mar- 
<< riage between the guilty pair; which 
e they have the confidence to. cele- 
e brate with great feaſting and pa- 
* rade: mean while, as the nuptial 
te proceſſion marches along the ſtreets, 
$9 all the people are murmuring and 
et “laughing 
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“laughing at a thing ſo unheard: of 
{© among perſons of quality. All theſe 
facts coming to the ears of me your 
© Majeſty's ſubject, I durſt not but 
inform you of them, that the offend- 
ers might be chaſtized for an exam- 
te ple to others.? T 


The Mandarine Vang- yo having pre- 
ſented this paper, it was referred to 
the council named Ko-chung + : which 
confulted upon it, and made this re- 
port, What affects the fame of a 


None of the writers that the Editor hath 
been able to conſult, give any account of this 
tribunal, which is elſewhere in the Portugueſe 
MS. called Ko- chin. After all; the Portugue/e, 
which is very much corrupted in this place, will 
bear to be rendered, A councellor named Ko- 
** chung who deliberated upon it, &c.“ 


* virgin 
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virgin ought to be very clear. Here 
c ig no teſtimony, only hearſay in | 
the ſtreet; It ought diligently: to 
< be inquired what evidence chere in to 
5 3 this . tin! 
EEO 8 irt E19 
The mh Choi was every day 
importunate with them to purſue the 
inquiry with more rigour. Neverthe- 
leſs it was not till after a conſider- 
able time that the accuſation was ſent 
to the Tribunal of Rites, for their far- 
ther inquiry. The Eunuch Chou vex- 
ed at this delay, applied to the Grand 
Eunuch, who is Preſident of all the 
Eunuchs of the palace *: and imme- 


»The Eunnchs of the palace are under cog- 
nizance of various tribunals of their own; where 
all regulations relating to them are enacted, and 
to which alone they are accountable. 
P. Semedo, pag. 114. | = 
Tk diately 
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diately a petition was iſſued out for the 
Emperor's' own inſpection: who upon 
peruſal of it ſaid, * As''Tieb-chung-it 
eig a young man, the pretence of 
« his going to be cured and nurſed 
« in his illneſs in the houſe of a 
« young woman, is n to be 
6 ſuſpected. = TY 


While the Tribunal of Rites was 
deliberating what anſiver to return to 
his Majeſty, the news arrived to the 
Mandarine 'Tieh-ying, who gteatly a- 
larmed related to the young couple 
what he had heard. The Mandarine 
Vang-yo, ſaid he, out of enmity which 
he bears you, hath delivered in a pe- 
tition againſt you to the Emperor; 
it behoves you therefore to conſider 

e 1 
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well, what defence you are to make; 
and to draw up'a petition in your own 
behalf.“ The young couple replied, 
„We have long been apprized that 
this would happen, and are accord- 
ingly prepared: let us ſee what anſwer 
his Majeſty hath diſpatched, and we 

ſhall draw up a ſuitable memorial.” 


The Emperor referred the petition 
abovementioned to the Tribunal of 
Rites. That tribunal diſpatched it 
away to the province of . for 

the Viceroy to make inquiry. The 
Miniſter Kwo-ſbo-ſit upon the firſt no- 
tice of this, immediately ſent inſtruc- 
tions to his ſon to gain the Che- hien of 
the city over to their intereſt; with 
n view he ee him to ſpare no 


expence, 
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expence, and furniſhed him with a let- 
ter written to that Magiſtrate with his 
own hand. Kwo-kbi-tzu greatly de- 
lighted with the proſpect that ſeemed 
to open before him, immediately got 
ready a hundred pieces of gold “, in 
order to accompany his father's letter 
to the Che-hien. The name of the 


The Portugue/e expreſſion is, Pass de ouro, i. e. 
„Loaves of gold;“ and this is the name which, 
moſt nations have agreed to give to the uncoined 

pieces of gold which the CHineſe uſe in traffic. 
Theſe pieces are of two ſizes, the greater are com- 
monly worth more than 1ool. ſterling, and the 
ſmaller about half as much, or according to their 
weight: for neither gold nor ſilver coin is current 
in China, all their payments being made by 
weight. For this reaſon every Chineg/e mer- 
chant is always furniſhed with very fine ſteel- 
yards and a pair of ſhears for the more rea- 
dy dividing their metal into the requiſite ſums, 
which they will do to any given yalue with the 

greateſt exactneſs. I bj. 
This may ſeem an aukward method of pro- 
ceeding, 


10 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 


Mandarine who at chis juncture poſ- 
ſeſſed that office was Wey pbey; being 

the ſame perſon whom Tich-chung-uchad | 
formerly befriended in reſcuing and re- 
ſtoring to him his miſtreſs. This gen- 
tleman was but newly promoted to his 


3 1 the Sage a are fach \ ſabtle * ex- 
quiſite cheats, that were money to paſs among 
them by tale, as in other countries, it would give 
birth to continual adulterations. For the ſame 
reaſon, when the Chineſe tranſport theſe Pas 
de ouro into other countries, the mercharits cut 
them through the middle, not daring to truſt that 
_ crafty people, who have a method of ſtuffing 
theſe pieces, inſomuch that withinſide ſhall be 
ſometimes found a third part of copper or ſil- 
ver. — But except it be in large ſums,” | ont is 
ſeldom uſed as a medium of traffic. 

N. B. The only coined money current in Chi- 
na, conſiſts of ſome very ſmall copper pieces, 
who have each a hole in Hy middle for the 
convenience of ſtringing m any of them toge- 
ther. Ten of theſe are not woreh, above a 
half. penny. 

See Tavernier part 2. pag. 8. f. Du Halde, 

vol. 1. p. 330. | 


office 
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office when No- Ehe · tzu preſented | to 
nim the hundred pieces of gold toge- 
ther with his father's letter. The other 
had no ſooner peruſed it, than he was 
greatly ſurprized to find not only the 
miſchief intended againſt his benefac- 
tor, but that he himſelf was deſired 
to be inſtrumental in it. Neverthe- 
leſs he concealed his ſentiments with 
ſeeming approbation; „ Very well, 
ſaid he; I accept your preſent; when 
the 1 I arrives, I will not neglect 

_ Kwo-khei-tzu was ſatisfied with 

tis ae and withdrew. The Go- 
vernour Wey-phey called. together all 
| the clerks belonging to the tribunal *, 
"re os 110 


9 


bs oy to every tribunal there are va- 


rious Notaries, clerks, &c. who have ſmall 
| _ houſes 
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and ordered them to examine into the 
affair of Ti teh-chung-u, and to inform 
him upon what pretence that youth was 
received into the houſe of Shuey-ping- 
in. They all agreed that the young 
lady took him in, out of gratitude for 
having reſcued her from K- h- tzu, 
who was carrying her off by force: 
and that this was notorious to all the | 
world. The Mandarine Hey-phey in- 
9 uited how far their behaviour together 
afterwards was decent and- blameleſs. 


* houſes in the adjoining courts; They are main- 
tained at the public expence, and enjoy their 
places for life: ſo that buſineſs goes on without 
interruption, notwithſtanding that the Manda- 
rines their maſters are often changed; 

N. B. In each of the tribunals there are public 
regiſters, where every thing tranſacted before it 
is entered and recorded. . 

P. Da Halde, vol. 1. pag. 284. Lettres edif. 


They 
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They replied, We know not: but the 
Pao Cbe- hien your predeceſſor, having 
the ſame doubt of their virtue, em- 
ployed a ſpy to pry into their con- 
duct; who was accordingly conceal- 
ed for ſome time“ within the houſe: 
and this man gave ſuch an account of 

their behaviour, that the Pao Cbe- bien 
= conceived a great regard for the young 

ſtranger, and revered him as a faint.” 
The governor Mey. pbey ordered be- 
fore him the ſpy abovementioned, 
as alſo the ſuperior of the Pagoda, 
where Tieh-chung-u had lodged. He 
examined them both ; and both. agreed 


The MS. _ Three lies Ades 2 
but this is neither credible in itſelf, nor ſupport- 
ed by the — part of the ory. dee Wal. 2. 


chap. 4. By | A 
Vor. IV. 5 in 
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in eſtabliſhing the purity of that gen 
| tleman's, conduct. Highly fatisfied 
and rejoiced with this reſult of his 


inquiries, Wey-pbey only waited for the 1 


arrival of, the diſpatches from the 
Tribunal of Rites, and from the Vice- 


roy, in order to make his report. Af- 


ter five days the diſpatches arrived. 
He immediately. returned back to the 
Viceroy. a- ſatisfaQtory anſwer. That 
Mandarine acknowledged the affair 
bore a very reputable aſpect, and im- 
mediately tranſmitted the account to 
the court. The Tribunal of Rites 
expreſſed great ſatisfaction at the clear 
and unblemiſhed conduct of Jieb- 
chung-u, whom they looked upon as 
a ſaint, and perceived the malice of 
Kwo-ſpo-ſu ; nevertheleſs being obliged 


2 to 


to obſerve all the due forms of law, 
they informed that Mandarine of the 
ſatisfactory account they had received 
of Tieb-chung-u's conduct, and invited 
him to come and peruſe. it himſelf. 
| Kwo-ſpo-fu was greatly inraged at the 
peruſal, and threw out many reproaches 
on the governor Wey-phey, © He is 
but newly made a doctor, ſaid he, 
and juſt .come to his office, how can 
he know the truth of this affair? He 
is very hardy and raſhi to pretend 
to acquit this criminal upon ſuch flight 
pretences: I cannot ſuffer this bold- 
neſs to paſs unnoti 2 He there- 
fore applied to the fu perior Manda- 
rines · to call Wey-phey. to account for his 
preſumption. With this view Yang- 
3 preſented another petition. to the 
| 1 "os I Em- 
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Emperor: who accepted it, and gave 
orders for Wey-pbey to be fummoned 
to court, in order to juſtify his con- 
duct. Wey-phey received this ſum- 
mons from the Viceroy: together with 
private notice to make the beſt pre- 
parations he could for his defence, 
for that he had powerful enemies to 
contend with. M. pbey waited on the 
Viceroy to return him thanks for his 
advice, and withal aſſured him that 
he had nothing of which he could 
accuſe himſelf, and therefore was un- 
der no apprehenſion of the event. 
Then taking with him the ſpy, who 
had been employed by his predeceſſor, 
as wage ne as ara of the! Bonzees , 
Ce erg ah aaa. together 


25 . » The: "Ching author been, in the following 
| pars 
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together with the letter of Ko. ſbo- 
ſu, and his preſent of the hundred 
pieces of gold, he ſet out for the 
court. As ſoon as he arrived there, 
he durſt not preſume to preſent him- 
ſelf before the Emperor, but went and 
demanded audience of the Hing: pu, or 
Tribunal of Crimes +. It was inqui- 
red of him at that tribunal; how it 
happened, that he who was but new- 
ly promoted to his office, could pre- 
tend to decide ſo poſitively upon the 
conduct of Tieb- chung-u, and the young 
. And * 85 _ ROY 


nt of the ſtory to have FOR this circum- 
ſtance: for this witneſs is never produced af- | 
terwards. It is alſo ſome imputation on the 
Author's juſtice, that this Bonzee 1 18 * puniſh 
2 along with the other criminals, * 8 


1 vol. z. p. 127. note. 
1 "42 bribed 


Go ad 3 
n 
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bribed to acquit them? Ng. pbey an- 


ſwered, As I was promoted by his 


Majeſty to the honourable Tribunal 
of Cbe· bien, it behoved me to exa- 
mine clearly into all matters that came 


before it. It is true, my own per- 
ſonal knowledge of this affair cannot 


inable me to decide upon it: but [ 
not only inquired of my clerks and 
officers all they knew about it them- 


ſelves, but alſo what teſtimony they 


had to ſupport their account: the) 
referred me to a perſon, who was em- 
ployed by the Pao Che-bien my prede- 


ceſſor expreſsly as a ſpy to obſerve the 


conduct of the young people, and from 


him I learnt a clear ſtate of the caſe. 


Your Lordſhips have aſked if I re- 


5 no bribe Tom. Tieb- chung u. 


L have 
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1 have received nothing from that 
Mandarine. But from No. ſbo-ſu T 
have received not only a letter written 
vith his own hands, but alſo a hun- 
dred pieces of gold from thoſe of his 
ſon. Here is the ſpy, who is witneſs 
to the truth of the account, and here 
is alfo the letter and the geld.“ The 
Mandarines at the fight of this, were 
aſtoniſhed and confounded ; and find- 
ing no cauſe to blame Yey-phey, dif- 
miffed him with orders to await the 
Emperor's farther pleaſure, and to at- 
tend them again upon the firſt ſum- 
mons. Then Mey. pbey performed the 
accuſtomed reverence, and withdrew. 


e 06 MB. 
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HE Mandarines that compoſed 

the Tribunal of Crimes ſeeing 
there was no remedy, and that they 
could not favour the cauſe of Kwo- | 

Hoc ſu without danger to themſelves, 
applied to the Tribunal of Rites to 
preſent a memorial to his Majeſly, 
to acquaint him. with what they had 
done. The Emperor peruſed it him- 
ſelf, and ſaid, This is a rare in- 
cident. If this report be true, we 
have in our realm a moſt excellent 
perſon. The Eunuch Chou, who ſtood 
in his Majeſty's preſence, faid, „ This 
report comes from a new governor, 
who could not know the affair of his 
own 
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own perſonal knowledge; if I might 
therefore preſume ſo far, I would 
queſtion the truth of this report: for 
if there was nothing wrong, why did 
not his father come to acquaint: and 
- conſult your Majeſty upon the caſe. 
The young people in the firſt place 
come together, and afterwards mar- 
ry. The Emperor conſidered a little 
with himſelf, and then replied; Tou 
are right. Order each of the parties 
concerned to draw up a petition for 
my peruſal, I will afterwards examine 
into the affair myſelf.” When this 
order came to the two young perſons 
and their parents, they remained very 
Joyful and well pleaſed: the Miniſter 
Kwo: ſbo-ſu was no leſs affected with 
cogcerp and dread: he thought to have 


wrought 
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wrought the downfall of others, and 
ſaw the evil [ready to] fall upon him- 
' elf. In the difficulty in which he 
found himſelf plunged, it occurred 


to him to repreſent in his petition | 


e overtyres/ of martizge that bad 
been made by his ſon, and to aſſign 
favour his cauſe : he therefore gave in 
ee to the 5 effec. 


* 1 your Majeſty's vaſſal En 
« this petition concerning the affair 


2 ſchat hath fo lately happened. The 


r truth is, I was at firſt diſpoſed to 
. marry my ſon-to the daughter of 
« Shaey- ken-, and for that reaſon 

* applied to her father in his behalf: 
* * but afterwards hearing many things 
a pre- 


% How then could my ſon be ſup- 
« poſed likely. to make an attempt 
upon her by force * ? I ſubmit this 
“to Jour M ajeſty 8 conſideration,” 


4 8 ſaw ba ide 1 his 
monks and inſtantly preſented ano- 


ther to the Emperor in anſwer to it, 


&« ] Tieb- chung · u in obedience to your 
Majeſty's orders, make this my pe- 


+ tition, ſpeaking truth without guile. 


I did not preſume. to trouble your 


$ Mans n. on this * as 


1 


* * The trapftion 3 3 2 harſh and | 


abrupt: it ought however to be obſerved, that 
the Emperor had been made acquainted with this 
circumſtance fam the 15 I relating to 


Ne Nel 
„the 
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66 prejudicial to the fame of | the young 
« lady, I laid aſide my intention. 
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«the affair was trifling, and related 
« only to a ptivate family. I was tra- 
« yelling through the provinces, by 


« permiſſion of my father, when lo! 


s in the city of T/&-nan I was in- 
« terrupted by a great tumult and 
« diſturbance in the ſtreets: I inqui- 
«red the cauſe; and learnt that the 
ct ſon of Kwo-ſbo-ſu was carrying away 
* the daughter of Shuey-keu-ys, in or- 
<« der to marry her by force. Hear- 
et ing of this outrage, though I was then 
< but a ſtripling, I was filled with in- 
t dignation, and ſaid, in marriage 
te the conſent of both parties, and 
4 other ſolemn rites are neceſſary. 
«© The Che- bien yielding to my remon- 
10 -ſtrance, cauſed the lady to be carried 
«back to her houſe. All this while 


4 1 bad no — Knowledge of 
of the 
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« the parties : nor had any other view 
« but to promote peace and con- 
« cord, The ſon of Kwo-ſho-ſu finding 
« that I had hindered his unlawfut 
« deſigns, entertained a violent hatred 
e againſt me. I was lodged in a Pagoda 
e or convent. + He applied to the Bon- 
rte of the convent to give me poĩ- 
« ſon. It was accordingly adminiſter- 
« ed to me in my victuals. I was 
« ſeized; with violent illneſs, and at 
the point of death. Shuey-ping-/in 
« diſcovering that I was dangerouſly 
e ill upon her account, was greatly 
concerned, and cauſed her people 
to convey me to her houſe, I was 
© then too much diſordered to know 
* any thing of the matter: but ſhe 
did it purely out of gratitude to 
_ 6 repay 
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K tte te ie 
e had done her. While I was in 
< her houſe I obſerved the ſtricteſt 
v modeſty *, nor gave the leaſt oc- 
& caſion for ſcandal. With. regard to 
<< the marriage contracted with her 
< afterwards, I did it in obedience 
<< to my father and mother; and this 
«© was "Owing to my having been 
« ſurety f for the” general Eid lia, 
<. who by the victories he obtained, 
brought the young lady'sifather out 
„ of a long exile, which he had ſuf- 
4 fered at the inſtigation of No- 
* ſo-fie, The general obſerving that 
] was young and unmarried, in or- 


Iterally it is, J was very clean. 


+ Protector. Port. | 
| | "CC der 
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„der to return the benefits I had 
done him, became mediator and 


« brideſinan in my behalf, and ap- 


c plied to Shuey-keu-ye to give me his 
daughter in marriage. All this they 
«concerted among themſelves with- 
« out my knowledge. But notwith- 
«- ſtanding the marriage hath been twice 
e folemnized, it is not yet conſum- 
* mated: fo careful have we been 
ahout our reputation and good fame. 


We have even lived together under 


« the ſame roof with all the inno- 


„ cence of infants, This I here ſet 


forth in my petition conformably t to 
* n * 8 N 5 5 


7 The your huty in like manner pre- 
ſented her en to the Emperor. 
«© I Shuey- 
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I Shuey-ping-/in in conformity to 
« your Majeſty's. command, make 
«* this. true memorial. I was left an 
<* orphan by the death of my mother, 
and by my father's baniſhment : I 
c remained alone in my houſe, where 
J lived in the greateſt reſerve and 
“retirement . In this ſolitude how 
<* could I make a marriage - contract? 
All ¶ the preſent diſturbance] ſprings 
« from the Mandarine Kwo-/bo-/u. 
His ſon, who is of the ſame city 
with myſelf, held me in ſuch 
«contempt, as to form deſigns 
fy of marrying me by force: he got 
e me into bis power by a coun- 
& terfeit een from aa . 


. The literal eiten is, WY my. gat 
ns * ſhut.“ 1904 THE A 
| 60 8 
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4 As he was carrying me away We 


«were met by Tieb-chung-u : Who ſse- 


« ing this outrage applied to the Che- 
« zien in my behalf. That Magiſtrate 
« ordered me to be carried back to my 
e houſe. Krvo- be- xu, inraged at his 
« diſappointment; conceived violentha- 
« tred againſt my detiverer, and ſought 
« all means of revenge. The latter be- 
« ing lodged in à Convent, the other 
„ commanded the Bonzee to give him 
« poiſon'z which brought him to the 
point of death. Hea ring of his dan- 
40 ger, by reſolved to run the riſl of 
* my reputation,” rather than let my 
« benefactor periſh. I ordered him 
5 therefore to be conveyed to my 
« houſe, that I might ſuperintend his 
* cure. IJ remained under the ſame roof 
{You IV, RC with 
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« with him, with the greateſt * purity 


« and modeſty,yithourgny bad thought. 
« He is no leſs innocent. Whateyer 


* is repreſented as diſorderly. in qur 


«* marriage is falſe. It was undertaken 


4 and conducted by my father. The 
General Ha. biau was brideſman or 


< mediator, and gave himſelf the trou- 
< ble of ſettling the contract. But 
although we are married, we have 
not yet cohabited. This being a 


private concern between man and 
wife, we thought it unneceſſary to 


< liberty I take now is in obedience 


to your Majeſty's. command, to 


< whoſe wiſdom. I refer the Je 
L of my cauſe.” | 


9 Lu Non Very cl and pure.“ The 
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The Mandarine Tieh-ying preſented 
likewiſe Aa memorial t to the . 8 


Ki 7 


. 1 the Ti a or Pa of 

«. the Viceroys, Tb vg by name, with 
great reſpe&t' and reverence preſent 
this memorial to your Majeſty. The 
rites of marriage ought to be 
«obſerved by the father and mother” 
of each party. When a father wants 
to marry” his ſon, it behoves him 
to ſeek out a woman of honeur 
and virtue. My fen, who is ere- 
e ated one of the firſt doctors of the 
e empire, cannot but underſtand all 
the Ceremonies and cuſtoms: much 
** leſs could he dare to violate the laws. 
« We being your Te el 8 n and 
advanced to the hon 
4 2 
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< of Mandarines, could not preſume 
<« to take any ſteps that were not le- 

«< gal. The young lady Shuey-ping-/in 
ce hath too much virtue and good 
c ſenſe: to conſent to any ſtep inju- 

« rious to ber reputation. What- 
ever therefore is repreſented as dif 
cc orderly in their marriage, is contra- 
cc ry to truth. But all theſe troubles 
cc are brought upon me through the 
c hatred and envy. of certain perſons. 
< This memorial I make in obedience 
* to your Majeſty, whoſe wiſdom will 
clearly diſcern the truth.“ 


The father of the young lady pre- 
ſented * his . " cre 


> St 1 the P >reficent Tl the Tribunal 
bs 8 8 1 60 of 
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= of, Arms, named Shuey-key-ye,, with 
« great reverence, and reſpect preſent 
e this memorial to your Majeſty. 
e In marriage, there ought to be the 
„ intire conſent, of both parties, free 
« from, all force and compulſion. 
With reſpect to my daughter, 
« ſhe would by no means be pre- 
2 vailed on to marry Ko- Es- zu; 5 
te whoſe father being one of your | Ma- 
« jeſty's great councellors, and having 
charge of the whole empire, ought 
© to. know all the laws and cuſtoms. 
* And yet hath he been guilty, of the 
e oreateſt outrage, and ſtill perſiſis in 
< preſenting memorials to your Ma- 
« jeſty full of lies and falſehood, de- 
* faming the honour of ladies, prin- 
ce cipally that of my daughter; who 
7 


i 
1 
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bath already preſented cher memo- 


&« rial, which I an 8 to refer t to 
4 er. e 


1 =". : 4 
. * ( 14 


py IT tek five libel or memorials were 


| preſented: to the Emperor. His Majeſ- 
ty received them, and calling together all 


the Mandarines 'of his council into his 


palace, he required them to take the pe- 


titions, and examine them carefully. 
They obeyed his commands, and were 
agreed as to the truth of the facts, viz. 
That Neo- Ebe- tʒu had carried away the 
lady by force: and that Tieb- cbungu 
was in her houſe to be nurſed in his 
Illneſs: but whether their behaviour 
together afterwards was as pure and 
unblemiſhed | as was repreſented, they 


could not determine. To this end 
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it was neceſſary to inquire of the Man- 
| darine, who filled the poſt of Gbe- 
dien when the affair happened. Im- 
mediately ah order was iſſued out 
to cits that Mandarine before them: 
who accordingly arrived. The Em- 
peror himſelf examined him. You 
that were then Che- hien of that diſtrict, 
are you acquainted with the affair be- 
tween Tieb · chung u and Shuey-ping-/in ? 
Take here theſe five memorials, con- 
ſider thoroughly on which fide lies 
the truth, and tell me truly as far as 
you know; otherwiſe you ſhall be pu- 
niſhed in the ſame manner as the of- 
fenders themſelves.” The Pao Che- 
bien peruſed the papers, and aſſured 
kis Majeſty that as far he had op- 
Nane; of knowing, the defendants 
CATH K 4 . 
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had aſſerted nothing but the truth; that 
indeed with regard to the regularity 
of their marriage afterwards, he was not 
able to pronounce about it, as it had 
been 5 eee at 3 5 


The ett Chou told a e 
ths with reſpect to every thing that 
paſt before, it might poſſibly be true; 
but after having been twice married, 
it was not credible that they had ob- 
ſerved ſo ſtrict a chaſtity, as they would 
inſinuate. The Emperor agreed that 
his remark was juſt. Then he iſſued 
out an order for all the Mandarines 
of the court to meet together at the 
palace the next morn ning; and for Tieb- 
chung -u and the 23 dt; to attend 

them. 
| .C 1 A P. 
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3 


5110 n 1A f. IX. Tet 6 7 

HE next morning when all the 
Mandarines were aſſembled in 

the palace, together with 7 jeb-chung-u 
and his bride, the Emperor himſelf 
| came amongſt them. [When they had 
| performed the profound reverence * due 
to his preſence,] his Majeſty ordered 
7 ieb-chung-u to ſtand forth before him. 
He obeyed; and the Emperor ſeeing 


him to be a very graceful. and well 


made youth +, was pleaſed with his 


This is done by proſtrating themſelves nine 
times before his throne, each time * their 
forchead againſt the ground, _ = 

See P. Du Halde, ce. . 

+ It ſhould ſeem from hence 5 1 not 
before perſonally known to the Emperor, not- 
withſtanding he was appointed tutor to his ſon- 
TI is very credible, 
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appearance: What, ſaid he, are you 
the perſon that broke open the gates 
of Tah-quay, and reſcued the old man 
named Han-juen, together with his 
wife and daughter ?” He anſwered. 
in the affirmative. Was it you alſo 
that was protector of the general Z4- 
hiau?” He ſgnified | his aſſent. 4 Theſe 
two exploit, ſaid his Majeſty, indi- 
eate a diſpoſition highly to be applaud- 
ed; you. muſt certainly. have great cou- 
rage. When you went to the houſe 
of Shuey-ping-fin. in order to, be nurſed 
in; your, illneſs, to. remain under the 
ſame roof with her five nights and days 
pure and undefiled, is ſuch conduct as 
was never heard of from the earlieſt 
ages untif how + it is very extraor- 


9; 101 0 


dar. Ip his alo true? 1 27 reb-chung-u 
470 ſaid, 


- 


— 
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ſaid; 4. It is very true. A ſincere 
and Jul man, faid. his Majeſty, may 
(ſometimes] be met with, but one 
like you it is difficult to find. But 
you ſay in your petition you were 


twice married z how happened that 2, 


, - 
* * "% ' 6 * 3 "IE 1 75 
I 121114 


Jieb. chung u anſwered, When I 


was carried to the houſe of the young 


lady to be nurſed in my illneſs, there 


vent abroad many evil reports con- 


cerning us this occaſioned us to be 


married twice. For when our parents 
agreed upon the marriage covenant, 
if we had come together at firſt, our 
integrity would always have remalned 
in doubt: for the ſame reaſon we have 
hitherto reGded in different apartments. 
And » Majeſty hath called our 


3 | CON » 
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conduct in queſtion, we two have been 

as the ſun among clouds: now we 
are in your Majeſty's preſence, | we be- 
ſeech you to cauſe the ſun to come 
from behind that obſcurity. The 
Emperor liſtened to him with great 
attention, and ſaid, According to 
your account S buch- ping fn is yet a 
virgin.“ He then ordered that young 
lady to ſtand forth before him: and 
when / ſhe "appeared he thought her 
beautiful as an angel. He aſked if 
her name was buch- ping Hin. She an- 
ſwered, Tes.“ The Mandarine, 
faid he, that was Che- hien of your city 
hath told me, that three times with 
great ingenuity you delivered yourſelf 
out of the hands of Rus. Alt teu. Was 
it ſo or not! aer Ir replied, 


Cc I am 
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I am a poor weak girl: Ko- Kb. tau 


found my father was baniſhed into 
Tartary, and therefore endeavoured 
to marry me by compulſion. Find- 


ing that I was unable to reſiſt his 


power, I was obliged to practiſe 
ſome artiſice to deliver. myſelf out of 


this, laughed and ſaid, Lou that 
were afraid of K¼πẽ mL, be- tau, how durſt 


you take a young ſtranger into your 


houſe to nurſe him? Were not you afraid 


that people would raiſe evil reports | 


of you?” She replied, When I was 


called upon to return benefits ſo. great 
as thoſe 1 had received, as longer 


regarded fame or report. The Em- 
peror laughed again, and ſaid, In 


3 the, when you hardly knew 
Tieh- 
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Tiebo chung -, ka took him in without 
regarding the murmurs and reproaches 
of che World 3 5 afterwards: when + you 
were | comaiinded by your father to 
marry him, why did you continue in ſe- 
parate apartments? She teplied, “ The 
murmuring at firſt was but ſmall, and 
1 knew would eafily! ceaſe together 
with my acquaintance with that gen- 
tleman. But now that a more ſerious 
connection Was going to take place 
between us by means of a regular mar- 
riage, there was danger of our incur- 
ring a diſgrace and inſamy that would 
terminate only with our lives. But 
your Majeſty hath ſummoned me into 
your preſence; and with great ſhame 
and trembling I am come to appear 
before you. The Emperor was great- 
LO. ty 
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ly- pleaſed with the ingenumis modeſty 
and diffidence with which ſhe opened 
her cauſe, and faid, * Young lady, if 
you have all along kept yourſelf: pure 
the preſent hour. You in particular 
ought to be celebrated through all 
parts of the world, as a faint, I now 
order four Eunuchs to attend this 
young lady to the Emprefs“: and let 
her appoint ber ladies to examine ibihs 


e irg 0 or 5 1 00 It 
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7 As REY: 1 allowed i in enn als Em- 
peror hath commoi * a good number of wives ; 
tho? but one, to whom 1 gives the title of En- 
750% or ſelect conſort ; ; 60 25 alone is allowed to 
it at table with him. W er of the next 
: order are reckoned nine of a cond, and _—_ 
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Four Eunuchs immediately came 
forth, and conducted the young lady 
to the Empreſs; who received her, 
and ordered two of her attendants 
to anſwer the Emperor's inquiry. | 
They returned, and ſaid, „We have 
performed your Majeſty's command, 
ASI iq ni of 40 i» 


7 


8 0 A. 
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of a third rank, and all of them ſtyled ae 
Next to them are thoſe ſtyled Qucens, but Who 
are in reality rather concubines and of theſe he 
takes as great a number as he pleaſes, and keeps 
them in different apartments from the former, 
except he ſhould take a particular fancy to any 
one of them, and bring her into the inward 
cdurt. But in general he ſtews the moſt reſpect 
and favour to thoſe who bring him moſt children, 
eſpecially to the mother of the firſt fon, tho 
they are all inferior to her, whom he hath cho- 
fan ts be the imperial conſort, and are obliged 
to wait on her, while ſhe fits at table with him. 
Mod. Univ. Hift, ..viti. .164—Sed. vide P. 
Magal. pag. 290., 308. Kc. P. Semedo, 
pag. 113. &c. P. Du Halde, vol. 1. p. 293 
N. B. The Mandarines take care in the ſe- 


veral provinces to chuſe out the moſt beautiful 


C 
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and pronounce Shuey-ping-/in to be a 
ſpotleſs virgin.“ Then the Empreſs 


treated her with tea, and ordered their 


report to be carried to the Emperor. 
His Majeſty with great pleaſure com- 
municated it to the Mandarines of the 
court: and ſaid, Although Shuey- 
ping-/in hath been twice married to 
Tieb-chung-u by expreſs order of their 
parents; and though he was before, 
five days and nights with her in her 
houſe; ſhe hath nevertheleſs kept her- 
ſelf pure and chaſte. This hath been 
proved beyond all diſpute. I am rich, 
proceeded he, in having ſo valuable 
a jewel in my empire. This is a rare 
incident that hath happened: and af- 
fords a light to my people; an ex- 
ample to all my ſubjects. ö Yet if I 
Vol. IV, L --|:: f 


146 HAU KIOU. CHOAAN. 
had not examined into the affair my- 
ſelf, ſo much rare merit had been bu- 
ried in diſgrace: like a precious ſtone 
that is irrecoverably loſt *.” He then 
aſked the Mandarines, if this were truc 
or not. They all anſwered with one 
mouth, Your Majeſty hath examin- 
ed and judged; and the deciſion is 
very certain and compleat.“ 


The Emperor commanded the Man- 
darine Kwo Sho. ſu to ſtand forth, and 
ſaid to him, . You are a Miniſter of 
ſtate, and one of the firſt councellors 
of the empire, why did not you 


* His Majeſty's own words contain a more 
indelicate, but at the ſame time a more exact 
image. The literal Por/ugue/e verſion is, Cons 
hia pedra precioza caida no eftfreo. ** Like a 
precious ſtone fallen into dung.” 


chaſtiſe | 
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chaſtiſe your fon? He thrice endea- 
voured to force away a young lady of 
quality, and was guilty of other out- 
rages : [in which he was not only coun- 
tenanced by you: but you endeavour- 
ed yourſelf to defame the innocent.] 
Theſe are are crimes that cannot be 
pardoned.” Kzwo-ſho-ſu hearing theſe 
words, was ſtruck with great terror 
and confuſion, and falling on his knees, 
proſtrated himſelf on the ground : 
« Tieb-chung-u and Sbuey- ping fir 1, ſaid 
he, both of them young perſons, had 
cohabited in the ſame houſe: finding 
they had been upon this footing, I 
could not help ſuſpecting the worſt. 
Your Majeſty therefore I hope will par- 
don me.” Then the Emperor com- 
manded Yang-yo to be called forth, and 

L's ; ſaid 
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ſaid to him: „Tou are the Cenſor 
of the empire; why did not you make 
a more exact inquiry into this affair, 
before you preſumed to repreſent it 
to me? It was great injuſtice to give 
a falſe repreſentation of a caſe, wherein 
the fame and honour of ſo many per- 
ſons were concerned. If I had not 
judged and examined it myſelf, but 
had reſted ſatisfied with, your report, 
the truth had been hid under reproach 
and infamy.” That Mandarine hear- 
ing words at once ſo juſt and ſevere, 
was ſtruck with confuſion and diſmay, 
and falling upon his knees, proſtrated 
| himſelf on the ground, crying out, 
] deſerve puniſhment, let your Ma- 
jeſty do with me what ſeemeth good.” 
The Emperor then called forth the 


gover 1 
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governor Mey- pbey, who preſented him- 
ſelf before him. His Majeſty ſaid, 
« As you, though lately made a doctor, 
and newly promoted to your poſt, had 
ſuch regard to juſtice, and could reſiſt 
the temptation of ſo large a bribe: 
and as you have been the inſtrument 
of delivering Shuey-ping-/m from her 
difficulties, and of reſtoring her to her 
good fame; for ſo much care and pains 
you deſerve to be promoted higher. 


Then his Majeſty pronounced ſen- 
tence according to the following de- 
claration. 11G 4d 


«TI THE EMPEROR diſpatch and 
58 publiſh this my order to all my 
L officers throughout the empire. 

1 3 3 
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* There hath appeared an inſtance 
ce of ſuch rare merit that it deſerves 
* to be magnified and applauded 
% throughout my dominions; and 
„ affords an example of virtue and 
<« integrity to all perſons of both 
«© ſexes. Shuey-ping-fin is a young 
ce maid of great virtue, and forti- 
© tude. By her virtue ſhe thrice 
reſiſted the moſt preſſing attacks, 
in order to preſerve herſelf chaſte 
„ and pure. By her fortitude ſhe 
returned the kindneſſes of her be- 
* nefactor, though at the hazard 
of her reputation: for ſhe carried 
<« to her houſe a man, a ſtranger, 
to nurſe him in his illneſs, not- 
„ withſtanding ſhe was a lonely or- 
„ phan. All this | virtue and ex- 

＋ s cellence 
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e cellence lay hid and contemned 


„ by the world, till I the Emperor 


« diſcovered it: I have found that 


it is moſt pure and unblemiſh- 


ed, and deſerves to be extolled 


(0 through all parts of my empire.” 


cc 


With regard to Tieh-chung-u, he is 
«© a moſt excellent young man, of 


great virtue, juſtice, and courage. 


«© He was not afraid to enter into 
the palace of a man of the firſt 


& quality, breaking open his gates 


in order to reſcue from oppreſſion 


an old man, his wife, and daugh- 


„ ter. He was likewiſe protector 


af the general Hu biau, anſwer- 


ing for his conduct, He alſo 


o 


* 


+ delivered Shuey-ping-fin out of the 


L 4 | "2 hands 
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hands of violence. He was mar- 
© ried to her twice, and yet Pre- 
ſerved her purity and chaſtity 
together with his own: at tlie 


fame time that he ſuſſered re- 
proach for his conduct. All 
this was unknown, but 1 the 


Emperor have myſelf examined 


into it, and find it true. He is 
worthy to be- praiſed throughout 
the empire, and ought to be ad- 


vanced above all captains. He 
deſerves to receive Shuey-png-/:1 
for. his wife, and ſhe is worthy 
of ſuch a huſband : they are both 
of tranſcendant virtue. I the 


Emperor am extremely ſatisfied 
with them both, and applaud 


them highly. I therefore advance 


2 ce the 
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the ſaid Tieh-chung-u to the order 
of Ta-hio-tſe , or Magiſtrates of 
approved capacity, and moreover 
« conſtitute him firſt Co- lau or Mi- 
« niſter of State. And as for Shuey- 
pingſin, I make her a Fu-gen or 
dutcheſs *. I myſelf will be medi- 
« ator or badete between them: 


** 


E 


on which account I make them 
99 preſent of a hundred pieces of 
fine gold , and a hundred e 

cc of 


7 See vol. I. pag. 74. note. 


3 The titles of honour beſtowed on women 
in China, are independent of, and bear no affi- 
nity to thoſe of men. See various kinds of fe- 
male titles in P. Du Halde, vol. p. 633, 4. 5, 6. 
The title given in the text ſeems to be ori- 
gut the ſame with that mentioned in vol. 
pag. 23. The Editor could find no ac- 
al of it in any other book. 


4 In the Pertigugſe, Cem Pas ps ourd. — 4 
ſnould 
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% of gold and filver . I alſo ap- 
= point to each of them ten royal 
“ veſts out of my own wardrobe, 
and to each of them a crown, 
Let them be accompanied with 
4 my own muſic: let all the pre- 
* parations for their marriage be 
<« furniſhed out from my own pa- 
«lace: and let the bride be car- 


ſhould have been obſerved in the former note, 
pag. 109. that what the Portugueſe and ſeveral 
other nations call Loa ves of Gold, are by the En- 
gliſh called Shoes of Gold; and by the Dutch 
Goltſchut or Boats of Gold from their oblong cur- 
ved form reſembling a Shoe or Boat. A hun- 
dred of theſe are worth more than 10, oool. 
ſtirling. They are of the very fineſt and pureſt 
gold. Tavernier, part 2. pag. 8, 5 
The Portugue/e verſion of this paſſage is, 
E cem peſſarios de ouro de prata e de totas maneiras : 
the Editor confeſſes he knows not what to make 
of the word peſſarios, which he hath not found 
explained in any dictionary. It ſeems derived 
from pęſar to weigh. by 


e ried 
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„ ried to the houſe of her ſpouſe 
&« with imperial ſplendor, accom- 


« panied by all the councellors, 


% Mandarines and officers of the 
% court. I the Emperor appoint 
this for the example and encou- 
« ragement of the juſt and good. 


« With regard to the Mandarines Shuey- 
c keu-ye and Tieb-ying, I exalt them 
ce three degrees * higher in their 
rank, as a reward for the good 

| 0 edu- 


* Theſe degrees are a kind of honorary dil- 
tinctions; and where a Mandarine's conduct de- 
ſerves either ſlight reward or puniſhment, his 
ſuperiors are content with raiſing or lowering his 
rank three or four degrees : what renders theſe 

diſtindions important, is the Mandarine's being 
obliged to put at the top of whatever. orders he 
iſſues out, the number of degrees he hath been 
advanced or degraded. For inſtance, A. B. rai- 


Jed 


156 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 


education they gave their ſon and 


daughter.“ 


« As to the governor Wej-phey; I re- 
« mand him back to his poſt of 
« Che-hien for three years, after. 

e wards he ſhall be exalted to a high- 
ce er office, for his great juſtice.” 


« As to the former governor the Pa- 
(be- bien, who gave ſo juſt an ac- 
„ count of the affair, he is hereby 

„ exalted one degree 


| fed three degrees, or turned back * deg: rees, doth 
give notice, Ic. By this means his reward or 
puniſhment is known to the common people. 
When a perſon hath been raiſed ten degrees, 
he may expect to be advanced to a ſuperior 
Mandarinate : on the contrary, if he has been 
depreſſed ten degrees, he is in danger of loſing 
his employment. 


P. Du Halde, vol. 1. pag. 258. 


« As 
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« As to the Miniſter wo- ho- ſu, who 
in ſo bad a manner bred up his 
« ſon, and hath defamed the repu- 
<« tation of worthy perſons, he hath 
« deſerved death; nevertheleſs as he 


8 


<« hath ſerved me a long time, let 
him be carried to the Tribunal of 
Crimes, let him there be diveſted 
% of his office, and receive fifty 

« ſtrokes or baſtinadoes s. 
5 « As 


In China the greateſt miniſters are not be- 

yond the reach of puniſhment ; upon detection 
of their guilt the Emperor treats them with as 
little ceremony as the meaneſt of his ſubjects.— 
Inſtances of this kind often occur in the court 
of Pe-king, and ocaſion very little noiſe or 
diſturbance. 
P. Le Compte tells us, that when he was in China 
three Mandarines of the rank of Co- lau or Prime 
Miniſter had taken bribes. The Emperor who 
Was informed of it, deprived chem upon the {pot 
0 


See vol. 1. pag. 78. of this mn, 
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« As to the Cenſor Yarg-y0, who gave 
in a falſe accuſation, let him be 
e degraded of his rank three de- 
e orees, and amerced three years 
s income of his ſalary.” 


As to the young man Kwo-kbe-!2y, 
Who thrice attempted to carry 
c off Sbucy- ping. iin, and gave poiſon 


of all their employments. I know not, ſays 
„he, what became of the other two; but the 
„ third, an ancient magiſtrate, venerable for 
his age, and eſteemed for his capacity, was 
condemned to guard one of the gates of the 
palace, with a company of common ſoldiers 
among whom he was enrolled, —I ſaw him 
*« myſelf one day in this ſtate of humiliation, 
he was upon duty as a private centinel; but 
in paſſing by him, I ſhewed him the ſame 
«© reſpcR that every one elſe did, in bowing the 
_ ** knee to him: for all the Chine/e ſtill retain- 
ed a reſpect for the ſhadow of that dignity 
„ with which he had been ſo lately inveſted.” 
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to Tieb-chung-u; notwithſtanding 
that it did not take effect, he is 
guilty of a heinous offence. Let 
him be delivered therefore to the 
governor cf his city, in order to 
receive a hundred ſtrokes or baſti- 
nadoes , and afterwards to be ba- 
niſned twenty leagues from the 
place for life.“ 


the Emperor pronounce this ſen- 


tence upon every one according to 


his deſerts. Thoſe that do well 
ſhall be rewarded : thoſe that do 
evil ſhall be puniſhed. Let this 


ſentence be publiſhed throughout 


the empire.“ 


8 fewer blows than theſe are e e duk: 
cient to diſpatch a perſon. 
See vol. 2. e e note. 


1 CHAP. 


160 HAU KIOU CHOAAN, 


51G HAAR X. 


INE Empreſs ſhewed great fa- 
vour and kindneſs to Shuey-ping- 

fin, and diſmiſſed her with very rich 
preſents : commanding four Eunuchs 
to attend her to the Emperor. His 
Majeſty received her in the moſt gra- 


cious manner, and ſaid, „ That you 
a little maid, ſhould poſſeſs ſuch forti- 
tude, and be withal ſo pure and ſpot- 
leſs, affords an inſtance not to be equal- 
ed in hiſtory. 1 have now reſtored 
you to that reputation, which you were 
in danger of loſing : and have cauſed 
your virtue to be publiſhed through all 
the empire. To-day you may be mar- 
ried with credit and honour, and J with 
you both good fortune, and long life: 
s that 
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chat you may boget a numerous fa- 
mily, who may be all virtuous like 


their parents, and inherit all the hap- 
pineſs I wiſh to yourſelves,” “ 


- 
A 


Ilmmediately Tieb- chung · u, Shuty-ping- 
fin, and all the Mandarines, returned 
_ thanks+to the Emperor for his good- 
neſs, and withdrew. Then the new- 
married couple ſet out for their houſe, 
accompanied by the Mandarines in 
great pomp and magnificence: and 
as they paſſed along in proceſſion, the 
ſtreets reſounded with the applauſes and 
acclamations ofthe eppes. Tur of 
1 olle 
Thus did e fon after all ber 
twubles at length attain to the higheſt 
glory : Which 0 &calion to HER 
lowing verſes." nn Oy OT 
ce. . a: 


T ( ILYIEIWY t a06 OT VIIERTY CEO SOT IRE EI 7 
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Ft reer thiy "att open'd, yield" no 

2 agrunce, tis sd yaoi onw vii 

de precious ſomes ill they are ground, 
caſt no lu, ine hw e 

Time of great cold occafions [ ſpeed: So doth 
- 2 adverſity, OR” 


F 
B: 2111 104531 ec i CGE 2 Dan 


ben dhe young a. were ar- 


rived at their houſe in all this ſplen- 


dor; u table was placed in the middle of 
the hall, which was lighted up in the 
moſt brilliant manner: Then in the 
preſence of all the company the bride· 
. ns 


* The words of the Pogue verſion + are as 
follows, viz. 
As rojas nas eftas apertos, nas nas cheros. 
Ar peurus preciozas nas fas _—_ nai mY me * 
mpo d anae frio fas nacer fulas cie de fula 
Eos oe e eee 
The laſt of theſe lines the Editor dior | kly 755 
feffes he knows not what to make oF 
ſubſtituted the laſt line of the Exgliſi 4. 
merely as a conjectural — 


D 3 heads, 
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heads, and making their courteſies and 
reverence, expreſſed: their gratitude to 
the Emperor and Empreſs for all their 
_ favours. They alſo bowed down their 
| heads to their father and mother with 
great duty and reverence, Afterwards 

they performed their reſpects to all the 
Mandarines who. accompanied them 
home, giving them many thanks. This 
ended, a magnificent banquet was ſerv- 
ed up with ws r and e 


When thi FER was over 22 
chung-u and his lovely bride performed 
the. uſual ceremonies: after which the 
| Mandarines took their leaves, and went 
back to the palace to inform the 
Emperor that all things. were com- 
ae and chat che new. married re- 


M 2 turned 


* 


to be expreſſed. 
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turned their moſt graceful als 


ments for: his ant 


EPA ſu mating his own 8 
ment with reſignation; but when he 


aw the ſentence paſſed on his ſon, he 


was overwhelmed with an affliction not 
The Cenſor Vang-o 
was alſo greatly affected with the re- 


proof he met with. Thus all received 


the chaſtiſement due to their faults. 
On which account Tieb-chung-u c com- 


ou nenen verſes. 


The e man doth nit not pee 
bow the end may turn out : 

When the time cometh, be ſhall not eſcape ; 
be ſhall find according to his works. 


3. * * the evample thou beholdeft. 


e pi LI 5 Rejolve 
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.Nredound to th fone ann dg? $79 

[bmi and — -ping- 1 afdir 
ey were married, lived happily many 
years; having the greateſt affection 
for each other. | Tzeh-chung-4-extolled 
his charming wife, expatiating on her 
virtue and merit, and thanking her for 
the benefits he had received at her hands 
in times paſt, attributing to her the 
high rank to which he was at preſent 
exalted. On the other hand ſhe was 
as full in ey b encomiums on her be- 


The * 8 "INE: 
O man home, mal fas, nas atenia o fim como v : 
Chegando o tempo nas eſcapara, conforme obra och 
a4 chara. 3 85 | 
Con derte te do gxemplo 40 gue ve 2 5 
Vrepon ba home de bem fazer, a boa fave e * 
ria ha de ter. 


„ _. loved 
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loved huſband : thanking him a thou- 
ſand times for the many favours ſhe 
had received from him, aſſuring him 
that ſhe could never ſufficiently repay 
them; thar ſhe was not worthy to be 
his handmaid; but tho' ſhe was his 
wife; ſhe would be always humble and 
obedient to him her huſband, ſerving 
him all her life with tlie greateſt affec- 
ton. Accordingly they made the * 
e on 1 221017 gt 


2451910 T6. 2677 517 Hoi 07 


The A nana; — go ” thiir "_ | 

_ woith great ſplendor and fragrante: 

Tt is in order that their good _ and 
example may be ſpread abroad : 

While their worth lay bid within the beart 
u Was Not perceived « 


* 


1 a . . 
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Now be time in arrive that it is ga- 
liſhed through all the world . acid 


Fwäm this time T%eb-chang-n:And 
Shuey-ping-/in huſband and wife, lived to- 
gether in the greateſt harmony, ob- 

ſerving the moſt exemplary virtue; and 
ſerving 1 the Emperor with all ſincerity: 5 
He executing the office of Ca -lau © or firſt 
Miniſter and counſellor of the ſtate; 
with great fidelity and ſkill, ſo that he 
was beloved and admired of all. 


Both Tieh-chung-u and Shney-ping-/in 
afford a ſiftiking.exaniple: of virtue and 


* The Portugueſe words are, 
Os dous caxados vem a caſa par todo caminho com 
ande lux e cheire : 
Por bom obra e exempo que ſe eftende 
Dentro de coragas que home nas intende ; 


Ja chegou o tempo que por todo mundo ſe elende. 
NM ;  antegrity- 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


22 


7115 K felling ird cut Saad. — tber 

of tbe gentleman, to ꝛubom 108 are 
duales for 2 foregoing Tranſlation, and afferas 
the ſecond ſpecimen that hath yet appeared in amy 
European anguage of the Salons of the Chi- 
neſe for dramatic compeſition : the Orphan of the 
houſe of Wr e by F. Du AVE 
| fon Joſs | II} a * nein? 


14> 


r rt {Rs v4 
Aube the C hineſe have.na ls diftin8ion as 
Traczpy and COMEDY, yet. ag the following 
/ ecimen differs in many reſpects from that of, F. 
Halde, repreſenting characters in lower life, 
and being founded on incidents neither. fa tragical 
nor important; the Editor. at it was doubtful, 
whether. it "might not be. conſidered us a hind of 
ſpecimen of Chineſe Comedy + but upon propoſing 
the quęſtian to a very ingenious and learned 
Friend, he received the following ſenſible remarks, 
which he here preſents. to the. IE as 4 wu ri- 
ane Ur th wt 55 


* 
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Gate {Ther is not ls rannte * 8 
« on tbe Chineſe ſkeleton ; as the fable is all 
*. you have before ou : + which yer hath ſomething 
<< of unity in it, th it conſiſts o 2 many mem - 
bers, and ibo the action begins at a ＋ 
* /trous diſtance from the cataſtrophe, and 
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1592 ADVERTISEMENT. 
et yery imartificially condu#ted.' The piect can- 


< not however be repreſented as a ſpecimen of 
« Chineſe Comedy : for though the characters 
* it greatneſs; and the events importance, 
« yet" theſe enter nur into the eſſential charatteri- 
. e of the ttoo dramas. The effence of Come- 
6" dy i to paint charaflers and manners : that 


. Tragedy, to excite terror and pity thro — 


* nudium of action. But there it really (as J 

vc ber ved ſomot hing HF unity attempted i in the 
& action here, 4 the conduct of it is very rude 
<< and perplexed. The want of greatneſs in the 
*. perſons and events, indicates a defett in the 


 *6: compoſition, but does not alter the nature of 


6. the poem: © GEORGE BARNWELL 'remains 
n a Tragedy, tho its characters are of the 
very loweſt bind, and the diftireſs only of a pri- 

6 vate family. But the Chineſe Author hath not 
& without ſome art contrived to intereſt us in 
the diſtreſs of his principal perſonages. Our 
«<:\ compaſſion 15 equally" excited, ꝛcben we ſee 
cc he Chineſe matron and her for in poverty, 


6 2 with diſdain and relutance obliged to de. 


end upon alms, as when we Jee the favorite 
ct 24 kings in a dungeon. Our terror is after- 
ce wards attempted in the ſeveral dangers and 
64. rouph di itreſſes they have to encounter - and at 
<< the ſame time that we were engaged to admire 
<" their feady and conſtant virtue in ſtruggling 


 *6'rhro* them, wwe are intereſted in all their for- 


66 tunes; ; till in the concliſn wwe are taught this 
1 | „ inpor- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 173 


« ; important moral, that virtue is able to wer bh 
« way thre. thoſe dangers, 2 24. 225 Ne 
« eſe to: l it may * expoſed.” 


After all it may. be queſtioned ee —< 
_ Chineſe Author had in view either to paint cha- 
rafters and manners, or to excite terror or pity, 
as hit immediate end. The piece ſrems rather ta 
reſemble thoſe peculiar productions of the Spa- 
niſh lage, whoſe ſole deſign is to puzzle and a- 
muſe the ſpeftators, by the furprizing turns I 
e Ya an intricate plot. „ 
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INT RODUCTI ON. 


LAV S generally accompany the enter- 
tainments of ceremony given by the Chine/e 
andarines, and are ated while the gueſts are 
regaling at table. When the gueſts are firſt 
ſeated, four or five of the principal Comedians 


enter the hall in rich dreſſes, and making low 
bos all together, hit their foreheads againſt 


the ground. Then one of them preſents the 
principal gueſt with a' book, containing in let- 
ters of gold, the names of fifty or ſixty plays; 
which they have learnt by heart, and are ready 
to act upon the ſpot. Aſter ſome complimen- 
tary refuſals and offers to others, the principal 
gueſt pitches upon one: which the chief Come- 
dian carries round to all the company for their 
approbation.— If any one of the gueſts ſhould 
chance to have a name ſimilar to one of the Dra- 
matis Perſonæ or the like, that play is ſet aſide 
and another choſen. . 

The repreſentation begins with CHineſe muſic, 
viz. baſons of braſs or ſteel, whoſe ſound is harſh 


and ſhrill; drums of buffalo ſkins ; flutes ; fifes and 


trumpets. There are nodecorations for the plays; 


they only ſpread a . ta on the floor and the Co- 


medians make uſe of ſome adjoining rooms, from 


which they enter to act their parts. One actor ge- 


nerally performs two or three parts. — The ladies 


are placed out of the hall over againſt the Co- 
medians, where through a lattice of Bam- boo and 
a ſilken net they can ſee all, unſeen themſelves. 
P. Du Halde, v. 1. p. 299. v. 2. p. 175. &æũ cc. 
N. B. Plays are ſometimes acted on ſtages in 
the open ſtreets, but we don't find that they have 
any regular theatres or play-houſes. S's 
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N aged matron and her ſon of 
good deſcent, being in great po- 
verty, diſcourſe about their condition, 
and find no means of ſupport but in 
begging alms; to which they bring 
themſelyes with r reluctance and 
confulion, 


- 
LET | : 
A 91.) 
%S 


- Thi bay mecewith a Mandarine sdavgh- 
os who is wandering. about in f. 


CONTENT 
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content on account of a difference-be- - 


2 „ HB 1 


Tween her and her father. She i inquires 
hat reduced chem to that way of life, 
and finding by their diſcourſe that they” 
are of good education and parentage, 
gives the ſon money, and takes the 
mother to attend on her. 


— 45.4 3 — 
IF. ; * 
. 3 * 1 is 1 2 * 5 ** 
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The ſon departs for his own country, 
and fri his way goes into a Tea hp, 
kept by an old woman and her daugh- 
ter: 3 e ind his - e a 


4 ** f " 7 14 9 7 2 
111 22 241 CL 


ITheſe are 2 bind of coffee-houſes or 
of regale. They are called by the wie = 
guati-t2e. All populous cities — with them 
(chiefly in their ſuburbs,] as alſo with a kind of 


K 2 


taverns for wine. In the great earth · quake IF 


which happened at Pe-4irg in 1731, the Je- 
faites tell us that there were no leſs than eighty 
perſons dug Gut of * ruins; of one of thoſe 
_ Tea-s8oPs, | : 

Se Lettres 22 XX: * J. 34 vii. p. 00 
7 an | 


Nenn 
e 


Or 4 ChixkESsE PLay, 177 


and perceiving him to be a perſon of 
a good mien, take him in, to ſerve 
in the houſe +. 


A young Mandarine, a great rake; 


coming there to drink tea, coneeives 
an inclination for the woman's daugh- 
ter; and finding ſhe is not to be had 


upon eaſier terms, offers to take her into 


his houſe to keep her. 


The old woman conſents; but the 
young one rejecting his offers, He ſends 
ſome of his ſervants to take her away 
by force: but ſhe i is releued by their 


new. ſervant. 


+ Althoug gh a great. WIE ae of men and 


maid — bind themſelves ſlaves in China; 
yet there are ſome, to whom, they give Ages as 


in Europe, P. Du Halde, vol. p. 1. 7 
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Upon this the young Mandarine 
gives in an accuſation againſt him, and 
hath him carried before a Mandarine 
of juſtice: by whom he is puniſhed 
with the baſtinado *; and hach the 
Can-phi+ or wooden ruff, fixed about 
his neck to walk the ſtreets with. 
| O. el * : The 


No ſentence. is executed in China, but 
the ba/tinades precedes it of courſe. See an ac. 
count of this vagal in the * A 8 


vol. 2. pag. 188. note. 


+ This — is more n than 
te baſtinido ; the Can. gb is compoſed of two 
boards, hollowed in the middle to fit the 
neck of offenders, ſo that they form a kind of 
moveable piltory. Some are three feet ſquare 
and five or ſix inches thick ; ſo that the wearer 
can neither ſee his feet, nor put his hands to his 
mouth, and muſt be fed by others. The com- 
mor Toft We fifty or Ker pounds weight: 
but foine' weigh zcolb. Wen it is fixed on 
the neck, they paſte on each fide; over the place 
where a joins, two ſlips of paper about four 


OAT; broad, on > hie they fix a ſeal that the 
daards 


Or 4 CHINESE Play. 73 79 

The young rakiſh Mandarine not 

ſatisfied with this puniſhment, arms 

himſelf and his ſervants with cudgels, 
reſolving to bear him to death. 


They go in ſearch of him about the 
ſtreets, and find him attended by his 
young miſtreſs aforeſaid, who is feeding 
him; he being unable to do it himſelf, 
on account of his collar. 


They attack him with their clubs : 
but he being a reſolute youth, and having 
his hands at liberty, beats them; and 
by whirling his four-cornered collar, 


boards may not be opened. On th's paper is 
Written the crime. for which It 1s inflicted, and | 
how long it is to laſt. | 
F. Du e vol. . p. 3. 311. &c. P. Semedo, 
b. 141.7 
N 2 ſtrikes 
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ſtrikes the young Mandarine on the 


head, and . him. 


The governor of the ſtreet or ward, 
comes and takes both him and the 
woman into cuſtody.— Being brought 
before a Mandarine called Nan. hayan, 
he relates how he was attacked, and 
obtains his releaſe. | 


But the Mendarine conceives a liking 
for the young woman, and takes her 
into his houſe: at which his wife is 
much diſpleaſed, and, while her huſ- 
band is abſent, lets her out of the place 
in which ſne had been confined. 5 


A ſuperior Mandarine, being inform- 
ed of the death of the young rake 
| above- 


an 14 
%- - +44 


Or 4 Cx ESE PLA V. 181 


abovementioned and the young woman 
being accuſed as the cauſe of it, and of 


all the reſt of the diſturbance, ſends an 
order or ſummons for her to app 
beter him. 


| The order being carried to the Man- 
darine, who had had her in cuſtody: 
he commands her to be brought forth 
and delivered up. They bring him 
word ſhe is releaſed by his wife and 
fled : upon which he is in the utmoſt 
confuſion, not knowing how to anſwer 
it to his ſuperior. N | 


% 


After he hath recovered himſelf a. 


little, he calls his ſervants and charges 
them all to go in ſearch of the young 
woman. They object how e 
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it is to recover her as ſhe hath been 
gone ſome time, and none of them 
know her face or perſon. 


He is again at a loſs: at laſt he 
tells them the neceſſity of ſending ſome 
woman to the ſuperior Mandarine, and 
therefore bids them go and ſeize any 
one, whom they think will do as well, 
and carry her before him. 


His ſervants go upon the ſearch, and 


coming to a Joſs -houſe or temple * on 
| e he 


* A 7o/5-houfe is an inferior kind of Pagoda 
or Temple. See an account of the latter in the 
foregoing Hiſt, vol. 1. p. 220. note. 

The Portugueſe, who firſt penetrated into the 
Indies, called the idol temples Pagodas, from the 
Perſian word Pout-gheda ; which ſignifies a tem- 
ple. Some call the idal, as well as the temple by 
the ſame word: but the former ſeems more 8 


ehe high-way, find the Mandarine's 
daughter firſt-mentioned, with the ma- 


tron whom ſhe had taken into her 


ſervice. 


N 


( (For ſhe had newly fled from her 
father's houſe: He being accuſed by 


another Mandarine, diſgraced,. and de- 
graded, and having all his goods and 
family ſeized on : but not before he had 
found opportunity to diſpatch a ſervant 


to acquaint his daughter : which ſervant | 
had brought her through the city-gate, 


perly expreſſed by Pagod, as the latter by Pagoda = 


or Pagode. See 4 [pirated] account vf the 
Eaft Indies under the name of Captain Cope, 
_ 8vo, 1758. | LAG zu | 
N. B. The Chineſe 7a or Demi-gods, are 
ſome of human ſhape, ſome of monſtrous figures: 


But all theſe idols are generally made thick and 


ſhort, ſo that in the Indies, when they would de- 
ſcribe a ſhort fat perſon, they call him a t. 
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and then left her, as being unable to 
2 her * 


She is ſized by the ſervants dif- 
patched by the Mandarine Nan-hayan 
abovemenioned, and carried before the 
| ſuperior Mandarine, by whom ſhe is 

ſentenced. to loſe her. head. 9. 
Being 


. Either the Author of this is Play (ike our own 
modern writers of Tragedy) hath not piqued 
himſelf upon adhering to the uſages of his 
country, or elſe he repreſents times more ancient 
than the eſtabliſhment of ſome of theſe uſages. 
For unleſs it be in extraordinary caſes, no Man- 
darine can pronounce definitive ſentence of 
death. See before, wol. 2. pag. 275 note. | 

N. B. Beheading is in China eſteemed a far 


more infamous puniſhment than ſtrangling, be- 


cCauſe the Chine/e paſſionately defire to have their 
bodies' preſerved whole after their death. The 
ccndemned is not expoied on a ſcaffold, but 
being made to kneel in ſome public place with 
his hands tied behind him, a perſon holds him ſo 
ſaſt that he cannot move, while the executioner 
Foming behind takes * the head at one * 
an 


or 4a CuxksE Pl Av. 185 


Being brought to the place of exe- 
cution, (which is performed at mid - 
night) the young man, whom ſhe had 
relieved, happens to be there; and 

when the Chop or writing of the crime 
comes to be taken off from her fore · 
head, ] in order to ſtrike off her head, 
\ he ſees her face and knows her again: 
Upon which he ſnatches a ſword from 
one of the officers, and attacks and 
drives them off. Then he and the 
young lady make their eſcape. ens 


But they are preſently after taken, 
and carried before the Mandarine, who 
ordered the execution: where the young 


E63 "£7 


and at the ſame time lays him on his back with 
ſuch dexterity, that not one drop of blood falls 
on his cloaths. P. Du Halde, vol. 1. P. 4 vol. 
| 2, p. 299. | 3 % 9 wr 4 


man 
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man acquaints him that ſhe is not the 
woman, whom the other Mangarine 
had in cuſtody. Which he finding to 
be true, by examining into the pro- 
ceedings of *y ſaid Mandarine, ſends 


for his head. 


He then releaſes the young man, 
and takes him into his ſervice for his 
gallantry: but falls in love with the 
young lady ; and having no firſt wife, 
orders his women ſervants to perſuade 
her to comply with his deſires. 


This ſhe very peremptorily - refuſes 
to his ſervants, and afterwards to his 
face: upon which he orders them to 
fall upon her, and to beat her ſeyerely. 
This wy do till the lies for dead. 

Jeb | Then 


Then he orders the young man newly 


taken into his ſervice, to carry her 
body and throw it into the river. 


He bears her to the river ſide, 
but inſtead of throwing her in, takes off 
his coat and covers her body.: and after 


much lamentation over one from whom 
he had received ſuccour in his greateſt 
ee he goes to ber a coffin for 


her“. 


In the interim a boat coming near 


* The Chine/e ſeem leſs afraid of death, chan 
of wanting a coffin after it. It is aſtoniſhing to 
ſee how careful they are in this reſpect, and how 
coſtly they have them made, and that commonly 


before their deaths. To provide theſe handſome 


for their friends is a r piety ; ; a 
exceſs, that a ſon will 


this is carried to ſuc 
ſometimes ſell or mortgage himſelf to procure 
money to buy à coflin for his father. 

See P, Du Halde, vol. I. p. 280. 306. 


the 
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the ſhore, the people in it diſcover 
: ſomething more than common, and 
finding it to be a woman, catry her off: 
they being in ſearch of women to ſerve 

the Tartar Queen - | sd 51 
(For 


„This paſſage and thoſe that follow in pag. 
191, 192, c. relating tothe Tartar Queen, &c. are 
; extremely curious, and worthy the attention of 
the learned: who" will perhaps be ſurprized to 
find ſome notion of the Amaxons, among a people 
ſs remote from Greece, and ſo unacquainted with 
its fables, as the Chineſe. That the Scythians, 
among whom the Amazons were ſuppoſed to be 
ſeated, were no other than the ancient Tartars, 
there 1s no doubt: and that there was ſome 
foundation for their ſtory is probable ; from its 
prevailing (tho not with ll the ſame circum- 
ſtances) in two nations who could not poſſibly 
derive it from each other. This fable did 
Probably ariſe from the Scyr5:an or Tartar wo- 
men having ſometimes appeared in battle with a 
maſculine ferocity unknown in countries, where 
the women lived ſo reſerved as in Greece and 
China. A paſſion for the marvellcus ſopr lied 
all the reſt. 

That the women of one of the Jef ci- 
vilized nations bordering upon China, do ſome- 

To | times 


Or a Cainest Pray. 189 


(For the Tartar Qucen being at war 
with the Chineſe,” had ſent to pictaroc u 
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times enter into the field, appears from ſe- 
veral authors. Marlinius telis us that when 
China was invaded in 1621 by the Tartars,— 


« Among other commanders, who came with 
«* ſuccours to the Chine/e, there was one heroic | 


lady, whom we may call the Anaxon or Pen- 
« thefilea of China. She brought along with 
her three thouſand [men] from the remote 

« province of Su. chuen, bearing not only a 


* maſculine mind but habit, and even aſſuming 


e titles more becoming a man than a woman. 
This heroine, who gave many rare proofs of 
© her courage, had come in the room of her 
« ſon, an infant; &c. For in the mountains of 


of this province of Sa- chuen, there is a king- 


« dom not ſubje& to the Chingſe, but under a 
government of its own, &c.” Vide bellum 
Tartaricum ad fin. Atla. Sin. pag. 4. Fc. | 
The above hypotheſis relating to the Arazons 


will derive ſtrength from the narrative of 7 


brandt Ides, who tells us, that among the Ton 
guxians, one of the people inhabiting Great 
Tartary, the men and women go cloathed 
„ alike, are both very ſtrong, and that both 
*« ſexes, not excuſing the young girls, ride on 
" horſeback, and are n armed with 3 
a4 an 
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for [or kidnap] women in the enemies 
country: and had alteady carried away 
the mother of the young man, who 
was along with this young lady in the 
Faſs-houſe or temple, as alſo the young 
woman in whoſe place ſhe had Je to 


have been executed.) 


% And arrows, in the uſe of which they a are very 
et expert. See pag. 44, and 102. 
It appears alſo that even the women of the 
AMascbr e Tartars, who conquered China, did 
not at firſt aſſume the reſerved manners of the 
Chineſe women: for when the Durch Ambaſſadors 
were at Nan-KinG in 1656, they were accoſted 
by'a Tartarian lady, who without any ceremo- 
ny examined their dreſs, and handled their 
ſwords, with a freedom unknown I in Ching. See 


. p. 133. 


Before we quit this ſubject, we we ought not 
to omit what the Neſuites tells us in their account 


of Korea, that the Zaſtern Tartars told a 
Chineſe General, among other romantic fables, of 
* a kingdom peopled only by women, who 
c conceived of themſelves, and carried the fœtus 
© in their ſtomach: they had no breaſts, but 
«© ſuckled the child by a tuft of hair behind the 


* neck, &c. P. Da Halde, vol. 2. pag. 378. 
3 Magal. p. 61. 
The 
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The young man returns to the rivet 


fide, and finding the young lady carried 


away, goes back to acquaint the Man- 
darine his maſter, that he hath execut- 
ed his orders; but finds him very 
much concerned, for by this time he 
had heard whoſe daughter ſhe was. 


To prevent the truth from coming to 
her father's knowledge, he orders the 
young man to find out that Mandarine 
and kill him. This he pretends to 


undertake, and in his ſearch lights on this 


very perſon, (who is then wandering 
about indiſgrace) without knowing him. 


The diſgraced Mandarine, upon in- 


quiry, finding the young man hath no 


intention of harm to o him, reveals him- 
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ſelf, and enters into a cloſe; confederacy 
with him, to kill the Mandarine his 
maſter, who had ſo highly injured both 
him and his daughter. This they im- 
mediately put in execution. 

The young man then goes to the 
wars againſt the Tartars: where he be- 
haves with great courage; and, it 
being the cuſtom there for the women 
to fight, he encounters his own mother, 
the Mandarine's daughter, and the 
young woman that belonged to the 
tea- hop. 


1 . each other's faces 
with equal ſurprize on both ſides : In 
conſequence of which the young man, 


wine he had for that time 
drove 


Or a CN ESE PAT. 193 
drove off the Tartars, determines to 
take the firſt opportunity to run among 
them, and be taken priſoner, 


On the other hand, the women pe- 
tition the Queen, that they may lay 
down their arms, not being able to 
fight againſt an enemy, where they 
are in danger of killing, or being 
killed by, one ſo dear to them, as 2 
ſon or friend, c. e ee 

Afterwards the young man is taken 
priſoner and brought before the Queen, 
to whom he declares his reaſons for 
8 himſelf up. 


The Queen, much affefted wich 
his ſtory, ſends for. the three: women, 
7 M Dm 


. 
— — — —œ ona a 4 
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and, ſetting them at liberty, commits 
them to his care. 


The Queen 1 by his reaſons, 
and moved by his virtuous diſcourſes] 
ſoon makes peace with the Chineſe, and 
retiring to a convent becomes a _ 
or nun . 


The young man, and the three wo- 
men return to China, where they find 


out the father of the young lady firſt 


In like manner as there are Pagodas or con- 
vents in China full of Bonzees or monks: fo 
there are alſo nunneries called Men, and Bon- 
zeſſes or nuns, who live after the ſame manner. 
They ſhave their heads, renounce marriage, and 
abſtain from all converſe with men ; but they 
are not numerous, neither do they obſerve mo- 
naſtic conſinement. 

Sce P. Du Halde, vol. 1. p. 518. Mod. Univ. 


. p. 175. Nieuhoſf, p. 59. 
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mentioned; who by this time is reſtored 
to his rank and honours, 


He very much rejoices at the ſight 
of his daughter; and gives her in mar- 
riage for a firſt or chief wife to the 
young man. Who then takes the other 
young woman for a ſecond wife or 
concubine +. 


Upon this follows the Emperor's 
patent to create him a great Mandarine | 
for the ſervices he performed. 


+ The Chineſe may have more wives than one, 
but the firſt or primary wife hath all the power, 
and is married with more ceremony than the reſt, 
whoſe children are alſo deemed to belong-to 
her : bat their ſituation is not at all difreputable, 
N. B. All the ceremony required in taking one 
of theſe ſecond wives, is to fign a writing with 
their parents: whereby they engage to give a 
certain ſum agreed on, and to ule their daughters 
well. See P. Du Halde, vol. 1. p. 304. 

462 W242 : He 
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He receives the habit of that order 
of Mandarines to which he is advanced : 
and agreeably to that quality cloaths 
his mother and both his wives. 


Then they receive the congratula- 
tions of all their friends. 


* The mothers and wives of the Mandarines, 

as their ſons or huſbands are advanced to higher 

offices and dignities, have certain honourable 
diſtinctions both in their habits and titles, ap- 
Pointed them by the Emperor. | 

P. Semedo, p. 13%. 


THE END OF THE CHINESE PLAY. 
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WITH 4 
DISSERTATION. 


&« A RS poetica eſt apud Sinas antiquiſſima, 
| et yaria vario metro carmina com- 
plectitur. Ea omnia legitimo literarum nume- 
ro conſtant, et quinque vocum ordine. Inter 
quinque carminum libros - - unus in expli- 
candis antiquorum principum recte ſecuſque 
factis ita verſatur, ut malis terrorem addat, 
bonis calcar ad virtutem. De floribus etiam, 
de plantis, atque id genus rebus aliis vulgati 
verſus, ea tamen religione, ne qua fabularum 
tormentis, ut noſtrorum poetarum fert genius, 
in illa ſcriptura fit locus. Sunt enim in eo 
toti, ut eo congruentia rerum naturalium, mo- 
rum venuſtatem doceant. Inſunt iis quædam 
de amando, ſed caſtitatem magis, quam noſ- 
trorum poetarum molitiem ſpirantia, magna 
decori ubique cura. 


Martinij Hiſt. Sin. p. 111. 


AD VER. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


| 7 T is the principal merit of theſe volumes that 
= they afford ſpecimens of Chineſe compoſition. 
The Chineſe are known to beſtow great attention 
on literature: this muſt excite our curioſity to ex- 
amine their productions. e have already ſeen 
ther attempts in proſe, and in that ſpecies of it, 
which may be called Romance: it 1s a natural 
tranſition from thence to their Poetry. To enable 
the Reader to form ſome judgment of this, we have 
thrown together the following FRAGMENTS. 
Few and trifling, as theſe may ſeem, they are al- 
moſt all that have been publiſhed in any European 
language. But had we larger pieces of this kind, 
they would after all give us a very incompetent idea 
1 the ſubject. The flowers of Poeſy are of ſo de- 
cate a nature, that they will ſeldom bear to be 
tranſplanted into a foreign language. From a 
tranſlation wwe can only judge of the ſentiment, 
the peculiar beauties of the expreſſion will eſcape 
us. Hence it is that the firſt artleſs productions 
F any people will be tranſlated with greater eaſe 
and advantage, than thoſe of a nation that 1s more 
civilixed and refined; as in the one, we expect 
only the woice of ſentiment; in the other the lan- 
guage of ffudy and reflection: in the one the pure 
effuſions of nature; in the other the ſiudied refine- 
ments of art. To be ſenſible of this, we need 
only compare the literal verſi 2 of 4h pſalm of 
David, and of an ode of Horace : the former will 
Vox. IV, O44: 
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full retain much of that majeſtic ſimplicity, which 
it poſſeſſes in the Hebrew : while the latter will 
be jtri;ped of all thoſe little nameleſs elegances 
and graces, which charm us ſo in the original, 
This will alſo inform us, why a late tranſlation 
of ſome Erie Fragments appeared ſo firiking and 
poetica!, whereas, the moſt fprightly French 
feng, or the ſubl:meff Grecian ode in a literal 
proſe verjion, would have been neglected. 


The nearer any people are to a ſlate of wild 
nature, while their cuſtoms and notions are few 
and ſimple, it is eaſy to concetve that their Poetry 
will be eaſy and intelligible to other nations, be- 
cauſe it will contain deſcriptions of the maſt ob- 
vious ſcenes, and will be animated by ſuch images as 
are fetched from the firſt and moſt ſtriking views of 
nature : wnereas when a people have been long 
trained up in a ſlate of civil policy, when their 
cuſtoms and manners have been carried to the 
higheſt pitch of refinement, and their religious 
notions and ceremonies become various and com- 
plicated, their poetry Twill abound with ſuch con- 
ftant alluſions to their otum peculiarities, as will 
ſeem harſh and objcure to other nations. Thus 
the artlejs beauties of a Lapland ſong, will have 
charms for every eye, White the fludied alluſions 
to their own cuſtoms and mythology, which ſo 
conſlantly recur in the Poetry of the Greeks and 
Romans, muy/t to a plain unlearned Reader in 
another language appear intolerably tedious and 


inſipid, 
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inſipid. And yet the . know what beauty 
theſe alluſions have in the original. 


To apply the foregoing reflections to the ſubjeft 
in hand : no people live under more political re- 
ſtraints than the Chineſe, or have farther depart- 
ed from a ſlate of nature : it is upwards of four 
thouſand years ſince they began to form a civilixed 
 policed ſlate : their civil and religious ceremonies 
have in this time become infinitely complicated and 
numerous : and hence their cuſtoms, manners, and 
notions are the moſt artificial in the world. It 
will Tow that the beauties of the Chineſe 
Poetry * muſt of all other be the moſt incapable 
| of transfuſs on into other languages, and eſpecially 
into thoje, whoſe idioms are fo remote and unſuit- 
able as are all thoſe of Europe. It is hoped 
therefore that our Fragments il le read with 
fome gi. ains of alle WANce, 
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I there appear a great inequality of fiyle in 


* It may be affirmed of the Chine/e Poetry 
in general, what one of the Miſſionaries relates 
of the ſongs or aiis, with which the Chineſe * 
embe]liſh their dramatic pieces, viz, - - - [Ils] 
font di ifficiles d a entendre, ſur tout aux Europeans, 
farce qu elles ſont remplies d' alluſions à des choſes, 
gui nous ſont inconnuts, et des figures dans le langage, 

dont nous avons peine a nous appercevoir 3 car les 
Chinois ont leur Poefie, comme nous avons la notre. 


| P. Du Halde, tom. 3. p. 342. | % 
1 the 1 
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202 ADVERTISEMENT, 
the following tranflations, and if ſome of then 


run leſs ſmoothly than others, it muſt be attributed 


to the different mediums, through which they have 


been conveyed to us. The Engliſh verſion was 


made as literal, as poſfible, 75 by aiming at ele- 
e 


gance it ſhould depart from t 
neſe original. 


ſenſe of the Chi- 


” "as. K 8 9 


—_ 


« Pour bien connoitre en quoi conſiſte la 


beaute de la Poëſie Chinoiſe, il faudroit poſſeder 

leur langue; et comme la choſe n'eſt pas aiſee, 

auſſi ne peut- on gueres en donner qu' une idce 

fort ſuperficielle.” | | : 
P. Du Halde, tom. 3. p. 290. 


— 
T ; 5 a 4 F mm 


2— = —̃ — — „ —_ — hatin. I - * 3 


* ä yo n ws = 4 


DISSERTATION 


ON THE 


POETRY of the CHINESE. 


EXTRACTED 


From a Memoir of M. Freret. 
In I Hift. de I Acadamie Reyal des Inſerip. & 
Bell. Let. (Depuis 1711 juſques 1717.) 
WITH ADDITIONS. 
« FF\HE Chineſe language is the 
moſt muſical and harmonious 
<« of all we are acquainted with; for 


e the words, which compoſe it, are 


0 varied not only by Quantity, or the 
longer and ſhorter time in which 
: e they 


- 


{ 
| 
' 
| 
| 
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they are pronounced but alſo by 


« the raiſing and falling of the voice, 


„ and by various inflections of tones, 


like thoſe in European muſic tf. Yet 
the Chineſe have never been ac- 
„ quainted with a verſification whoſe 
c cadence is regulated by the arrange- 


c ment or diſpoſition of theſe muſical 
„ tones. Their verſes have only been 


* 


diſtinguiſhed by the number of ſylla- 


<< bles, to which at length they have 
„ added rhymes *. 
a 6 Their 


+ ſe might be edged that (excepting 5 
every word in the CHinęſe language ends, either 
with a vowel, or with the generous liquid N, 

or with the naſal ſound N G : which laſt is 
according to the Portugueſe way of writing, fre- 
quentiy expreſſed by M. 

Bayer, P. Du Halde, P. Le Compte, &c. 


The words of M. Frirer are, &« Jos mots - - = 
ont wariez, non ſeulement, c. ais encore 
par Pelevement et abaiſſinent fixè de la voix et par 
l venſer infletions de tons ſemblables a celles de 


norre 
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«. Their firſt meaſured verſes were 
always compoſed of four ſyllables 
* or words: for theſe are ſynonimous 
« with the Chineſe, each of their words 
6 being pronounced in one time. Here 


* 


4 follows an example extracted from 
the Shi-king or collection of verſes, 
4 one 


notre muſique. Neanmoins les Chinois Wont fa- 
mais connu la werſification cadencte par Parrange- 
ment de ces tons muſicaux; Leur poefie a ſeulement 
ete conſacrte par le nombre des ſyllabes, et days la 
Jaite on y a ajoutt Ia rime. Which paſſage Bay- 
erus thus tranſlates in his Ching/e grammar,. 
„Herba - - valde variantur, non modo, c. 
- - - - verum etiam in elevatione aut depreſſioue 
certã et determinatd wacis, et. per warias toni in- 
Hectiones, ad noſtræ mufice ſimilitudinem. Nihilo 
magis Sinenſes cognitam habent poefem, quee ſecun- 
dum noſtræ muſicæ canatur. Poefis enim eorum 
lantummodo ad certum fyllabarum numerum inſti- 
tuta eft tandem etiam rythmi acceſſerunt.” He 
afterwards adds by way of remark, Yerum illud 
et, Sinicæ linguæ modulationem nihil affine habere 
noftre muſice. Itague Kercherum nobis illuſiſſt 
opinor, cum accentus ad tonos muſicos noſtros 
accommodaret. Bayer, tom. 1. 126. 11 
This is adduced here to prepare the 
ö or 


206 DISSERTATION ON 

« one of the claſſical books, in which 
% Confucius collected together many 
ancient pieces of poetry. Theſe are 
« verſes of the king Yoene Van-li, 

V. oene. kheoo. ſbene. miene. 

Lonh. Sbee. nane. piene. 

Chi. too. i. ſbingb. 

Chioo. Hai. tfine. kiene. 


% 


for the following paſſage of P. Da Halde, 
which can only be reconciled with that of M. 
Freret by ſappoſing that by cadencte, and cadence 
they mean ſomething very different. 
The verſes [of the Chine/e] are meaſured 
* by the number of written characters, which 
% are fo many words of one ſyllable. Some 
* of their verſes are long, ſome ſhort ; that is, 
% have more or fewer words in them, which 
„ pleaſe by the variety of their cadence and 
% harmony.” [Fr. Qui plaiſent par la waricte 
de la cadence et de] harmonie. N 
„Their verſes ought to have à relation to 
each other, both in the rhyme and in the 
«© fipnification of the words, which have among 
«© them a variety of tones agreeable to the 
„ ear.” [Fr. Qi ont enter eux une variets des 
tons agreable a I oreille.] 
P. Du Halde, v. 2. p. 146. 


cc That 


That is. 
« Mpile the dragon and the ſerpent are 


« filent, we perceive no difference : but 


« at the firſt hiſs they di charge, we 
22 e to diſtinguiſb them. 


« -Tle Chineſe verſes at preſent con- 
t {iſt of an unequal number of ſylla- 
« bles, viz. of five, ſeven, or nine : 
„the ancient verſes of four ſyllables 
cc being now rejected. The verſes now 
« in uſe have rhymes, and although the 
« Chineſe don't diſtinguiſh, as we (Sc. the 
French) their rhymes into maſcu- 
line and feminine, they nevertheleſs 


s very artificially diſpoſe them in ſuch. 


poems, as have the rhymes vari- 
ed; for the Chineſe have pretty long 


1 Sy pieces 
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pieces of poetry upon the ſame 


rhyme, and this kind of verſification 
is in great requeſt amongſt them. 


« The ſtanzas are always compoſed 


of an even number, whether of four, 


ſix, eight, ten or twelve verſes: but 
in each of theſe the rhymes are dif- 


ferently diſpoſed according to the 


nature of the ſtanza, in a regular 


+ ſtated method, from which they ne- 
ver deviate. Thus in Quatrains or 
«© flanzas of four verſes, the firſt and 


fourth, the ſecond and third rhyme 


together. But in Sixtains or ſtanzas 
© of ſix verſes, the firſt, fourth and 
fixth rhyme together: the ſecond 85 
with third, and the fifth is left free. 


8. Iava- 
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Invariable laws of a ſimilar kind 
are obſerved in the other ſtan- 


* 


* 


A 


66: may *; 


« By way of example, we ſhall pre- 
ſent the Reader with a ſtanza of 
eight verſes together with a tranſ- 


4 


86 
* 


« lation: it is Au Elogium on the willow 


c tree, extracted from a Chineſe Ro- 


© mance, which the Sieur Hoangh + a 
5 native 


FThe Reader, who thinks it worth his while, 

may find a particular deſcription of all the ſe- 
veral ſtanzas, in the Memoir from which this 
account 1s extracted. | 


+ The Sieur Arcadio Hoangh was one of the 
Cbine/e Literati of the province of Fo-k:en ; and 
came over into France in the quality of ſecretary 
to one of the miſſionary biſhops. Some mem- 
bers of the academy thought he might be of ſer- 
vice in facilitating the knowledge of Chine/e lite- 


rature in Europe, He was accordingly preſented 


to Louis XIV. and was ſet to compoſe a Chineſ⸗ 
Vol. IV. P — 
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&« native of China had begun to tranſ- 


late into French.“ 


Lon li bboang y te ku ſbi 

Tao ine ſiou ſha iao thao bhoa 

I tiene ſbine hbene iou hiene bb 

Ki toane giou hhoene pou ſoane ki 
Neune ſse pe theon ine iou li 
Hhoa moe chouang hiaa khi von .eu 
Iu ho pou tai tebune tſane ſzeu 


l ee ie cbi abi tzeu thon ſhi. 


grammar and dictionary, in which he was afliſt- 


ed by M. Faurmont, the Arabic profeſſor : but he 
died before he had half compleated his under- 
taking. M. Fourmont however found means to 
continue the plan of the Sieur Hoangh : and at- 
terwards undertook and finiſhed one more com- 
modious and more methodical of his own. 
The death of this Chineſe happened between 
1714 and 1720, Voi L'Hift. de Þ Acad. Roy. des 


Inſcript. guarto. Tom. 5. p. 318. Edit. 1729. 


N. B. It is to the Sieur Hoangh that M. Freret 
acknowledges himſelf indebted for the account 
he here gives us of the Chine/e Poetry. 


\ THE 


IS T7: ” 
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THE ELOGIUM ON THE WILLOW TREE 
attempted in the ſame kind of hana 
with the original. e 


4 


Scarce. 2 the gene bear: 5 its e | 
ſprays 
The ſprightly. {ana leatbs in roles of 
green. 
_ Blufhing with ſhame the - gaudy peach 15 Fon ; 
She ſheds ber Hloſſoms and with ſpleen decays. 
Soft barbinger of Joring ! / what * 
rays „ 
What colours with thy modeſt charms. may 
vie ? 105 14 | 
No jo Ikworm decks thy Pale mor ; col 
app 
7 be velvet down 5 hing hy 2 7. 
Thus 


5 Ir is very WES that the Clineſs have 
| 2 ſome 
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Thus far the account of M. Freret: 
which is correſpondent with that of 
the miſſionaries, who add ſome other 
particulars not mentioned in it. They 
inform us that the Chineſe verſes ought 


ſome ſpecies of the willow, which we are not 
acquainted with. It is certain that they cu'ti- 
vate this vegetable with the greateſt pains, allow- 
ing it a prime place in their gardens, and nurſing 
flips of it in flower-pots with as much care, as 
we ſhould the mot delicate flower. See Let. ed. 
xXxjV. p. 402. &c. P. Du Halde, vol. 1. p. 159. 

| N B. Although it will ſhew the defects of the 
above tranſlation, but too plainly : it may be 
ſatisfactory to ſubjoin the French verſion from 
which it is copied: which we are told comes as 
near the turn of the Chine/e, as the difference be- 
tween the two languages would admit. 
A peine la ſaiſon du printemps eft venite, que le 
Saule cou ure dune robe verte la couleur jaune de 
Jon bois. Sa beauté fait honte au picher, qui de 
depit arrache les fleurs gui le parent et les repand 
far la terre; Þ eclat des plus wives couleurs ne peut 
Je comparer aux graces fimples et touchantes de cet 
arbre. Il previent le printemps, et ſans avoir be/oin 
des vers d ſeye il revet ſes feuilles et ſes branches d 
un duet weloute, que cet inſecte n @ point file." 


to 


2 
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to have a particular relation, not only | 
in their rhymes, but alſo in their ſig- 
nification and meaning : thus if one 
verſe ſignify a mountain, fire, water, or 
whatever elſe, the correſpondent verſe 
(as ſuppoſe the het and fourth) muſt 
likewiſe correſpond in its meaning “. 
They tell us alſo that they have another 
kind of poetry without rliyme, which 
conſiſts in the antitheſis or oppoſition 
of the thoughts; inſomuch that if the 
firſt thought relates to the ſpring, 
the ſecond ſnall turn upon the autumn: 
or if the firſt mention fire, the other 
ſhall expreſs water T. In ſhort the 
more difficult and artificial theit com- 


P. Semedo, p. 56. P. Du Halde, 2. 146. 


1 poſitions 
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poſitions are, the more 19 5 are 825 
valued. 0 180 23 Ti 


70 To 1 account the Reader of 
taſte will expect no great matters from 
the Chineſe poetry: and yet this. plea- 
fing art hath been no where in higher 
requeſt, than in Cbina, where it was 
the firſt-vehicle- of their morality re- 

ligion and politics, and where it hath 
always been regarded with | peculiar 
reverence and eſteem. Nay a facility 
of compoſing verſes is not only inti- 
tled to general applauſe, but is among 
the qualifications expected in all their 
great Doctors and Mandarines of let- 
ters. And they have often occaſion to 


exert FUE" Ke, for the Emperor 
| q ſome- 
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| ſometimes ſends them pictures or fur- 
niture for them to embelliſh; with poe- 
tical inſcriptions *: nor is it unuſual 
at great entertaiments for the com- 
pany to divert themſelves with capping 
extemporaty verſes f. 


0 But after A ate Chineſe Poetry ſeems 
to be chiefly of the epigrammatickind, 

and to conſiſt of thoſe difficiles age 
which good taſte and found | criticiſm 


* See the Chineſ Hiſt. vol. 4. pag. 54. &c. 


: + P. Du Hale gives an extract from a Chineſe 
author, who inveighing againſt ſuch, as ne- 
glect their ſtudies, adds, ** Theſe perſons are 
*« moſt at a loſs, when a banquet is almoſt over. 
“The plate and dice go round that the num- 
ber of little verſes, which every one ought 
0 to pronounce [Fr. chacun doit dire] may be 
& determined by chance. When it comes to 
„their turn they appear quite ſtupid. Vol, 


.. 3%: 


24 


have 


5 * 
. p ̃ 7˙‚ . Rn a eg. Ws, 33 2 
pag * - — . 7 - p 
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have taught Europeans to neglect. It 
does not appear that they have ever 
attempted any of the greater kinds of 
Poeſy: this at leaſt is true of the Epic: 


and it is matter of doubt whether the 


Dramatic may be excepted-: for the 
Chineſe Plays ſeem to be meer proſaic 
dialogues, interſperſed with a few airs, 
like the Italian opera,” Their ancient 
Odes, it muſt be confeſſed, have a grave 
and majeſtic ſimplicity z but if we may 
judge from the ſpecimens produced by 
P. Du Halde, they are rather ſolemn 
lectures on mac. than fraught 


* This 3 is gürtel true dz thoſe large ex- 
tracts, which P. Du Halde has given us from 
the Shi-4ing or Book of Odes; for this reaſon 
none of thoſe pieces are admitted into this col- 
lection. les P. Du _ vol. I. pag. 4og. &c. 


with 


with that bold and daring ſublimity, 


which we expect to find in compoſi- 


tions of that name. The only kinds 
of Poetry that are cultivated much 
among the Chineſe, are either ſhort 
pieces, reſembling the Epigrams, Ron- 
deaus and Madrigals of the laſt age: 
or elſe collections of moral Apothegms, 
which are their only effays of any 
length. But in almoſt all their poeti- 
dal productions appears a - quaintneſs 


and affectation; a fondneſs for lit- 


tle conceits; and a want of that noble 
ſimplicity, which is only to be attained 
by the genuine ſtudy of nature, and 


of its artleſs beauties: a ſtudy to which 


the Cbineſe ſeem to pay the leaſt atten · 
tion of any people in the world. 
| 21 And 


. i 

* 

14 
= 
_ 

my 

| 

= 
1 


218 DISSERTATION ON 


And yet amidſt all the reſtraint and 

diſguiſe in which falſe taſte may have 
confined or obſcured it, true genius 
will exert its powers, ſo that among 
the Poetry of the Chineſe, there wilt 
frequently be found nn to be 
admired. 


With this view it was thought fo 
ſhort a collection as the following would 
not be unacceptable to the public: nor 
are there materials for a much larger. 
It conſiſts of Fragments, which are 
found ſprinkled up and down in a few 
Latin and French books: which, al- 
though they are only occaſionally pro- 
duced in ſhort extracts, and therefore 
mult — to great diſad vantage thus 


disjointed - 
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disjainted from the context, yet will not 
perhaps ill-repay the trouble of a ſlight 
peruſal. After all, we muſt intreat 
the Reader's candour for whatever im- 
perfections he finds in the following 
pieces: deſiring him to conſider that 
many of them are not ſuch as we 
would have choſen, had we known 


where to have found better. 


— — ** 
— — — — 


— — — 
— — 


r 


7 i 
, * 4 
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INTRODUCTION. 


of E Ae 6 raf from the works 
f CONFUCIUS *, will be no 


-. improper. introduction to the ſucceeding = 
Pages, as it bears ſuch honourable te. 
- » timony..zo the, maral caſt of the ancient 
CHINESE POETRY, and contains 


an argument in favour of: the. utility 
and reſpe&ableneſs of that fine art in 
general. It is much to the honour of 

Poeh, that ſbe bath been in all ages, 
the firſt N to OE and vir- 
tue. 


* CONFUCIUS exciting his diſ- 


„ ciples to the * of the ancient 


Fn. Suit. 18. 37. 127. 128. Sc. 
Poeſy, 
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« Poeſy, ſaith, O my children, why do 
not you ſtudy the book of ODE S 


e For if we grovel on the earth, if 


* 


we lie uſeleſs and inglorious: by 


* 


e the inſtructions in the Odes, we may 
* as if were be erected again, and riſe 


45 up to true and perfect honour. 


“In the Odes, as in a mirrour, we 
£c 


Aa 


may behold what becomes us, as 


6 The Odes here ſo highly applauded, are elſe- 
where called by Confucius, THE THREE HUN. 
ee ODES OF THE ANCIENT SAGES 

N11 c. Lib. 3. p. 9.] They appear to have been 
(i ſt vehicles of morality among the Chineſe, 
and are every where quoted by N as ora- 
cles of wiſdom and virtue. 

The collection, which Confucius made of them, 
is ſtill extant, and regarded by the C:ine/e with 
all the reverence due to inſpired writings. P. 
Du Halde hath given us tranſlations of tome of 
them: See the note above p. 216. | 


1 allo 


1 


— aww = 
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d alſo what is miſbecoming: by con- 


< templating which we may be ſtrong- 


ly affected with a wholeſome indig- 
66. nation. e! 


» z 
VT * RY : 


0 we may c come 3 Kade and 


s aftable, and pleaſant: for as Muſic + 
<« aptly tempereth ſounds, even ſo doth 


Poeſy our paſſions and appetites. 


.- 4 * To : * 


e ny hate without a we 
4 It. may not be 6004 to note bars what atten-. 
tion this great philoſopher thought. due to muſic, 
and hat influence he ſuppoſed it might have 
on morality: in which, his ſentiments coincide 
with thoſe of the ancient Greek philoſophers. 

«© I hate, fays he, the muſic of the ingdom 
"y * of: Ching: for it diſturds and enervates with 
2 pleaſure that muſic of the ancients called, 7a, 
cc „ which is the miſtreſs of alen. e pag 

E temperance.” 

Vl. Ce 1, 3-2 129. 5 
05 « may 
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66 may admit any other natural ſenſa· 
« tion, and gratify it without vice ?. 


„ The Odes teach us how at home 
« we may ; ſerve our parent: how a- 
“ broad [we may ſerve] our prince, 


In another plate, CONFUCIUS 
addreſſing himſelf to his ſon Pe-yu, ſays, 


„ Doſt thou exerciſe thyſelf in the 
« firſt chapters of the Odes, called 
* Cheu-nan and Chao-nan ? He who 
66 doth not exerciſe himſelf in thoſe 

chapters 


„This « of hating without anger, &c.“ is a 
r * of Confucius, and occurs in 
= 7 other 
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ce chapters is like a man ſtanding with 
« his face to a wall; he is rendered 
ec totally inſignificant and uſeleſs, for 
ce he can neither move a ſtep forward, 
<< nor contemplate any object. 


other parts of his writings. His meaning is, 
that we ought to hate the vices of men, though 
at the ſame time we may ſhew all imaginable 
kindneſs to their perſons. See this point clear- 
ed up in the preface to a little tract called, The 

morals of Confucius, Lond. 1691. 1216. | 


FRAG- 


LA 
FRAGMENT $ 
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F POETRY. 
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- 


N I. 


ELEGIAC VERSES, 
Addreſſed to the Emperor Tai-keng * by 

his five brethren, when, upon his be- 

ing dethroned for his vices, they 


were driven with him into exile *. 5 
The firſt Brother 


BY. our * 7 U this law Was og | 

ſcribed to bim that ruleth, 3 
Tbat 
Ld The baniſhment of this Emperor, is dated 


by the Chine/e <aranolagits, 2159 years before 
Vor. IV. n _ " the 


| © Martinij Hil. p. 56. 
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That he ſhould love, not ſcorn or oppreſi 
the people. 

For they Ci. e. the people] are the root of 
empire, 5 

On whoſe conflancy and ſtrengib is found- 
ed the ſtability of the ſtate. 

He, who ruleth over others, reſembleth a 
charioteer : a 1 

But be who harneſſeth fix horſes with de- 
cayed harneſs, ns 

Ought not he to ac circumſpetily ? 


The ſecond Brother. 


At home thou art inflamed with luſt : 
abroad with | the love ] hunting : 


the Chriſtian Za, that is, about 238 years be- 
fore the Call of Abraham. And if the Chine/e 
opinion be true, that theſe verſes were really the 
compoſition of Tai-kang's brothers, this is the 
moſt ancient piece of Poetry extant in the world. 
Vid. Martinij Hiſt. p. 55. 1 
With 


CHINESE POETRY. 227 
With both to extravagance, Thou de- 
lighteſt in obſcene muſic : 
Tou erefeſt, inthe blood of citizens, build- 
ings, which menace heaven. 
He, who doth theſe things (however un- 
grateful the thought) 
I muſt deem to ruſh headlong and wilful 
to bis deſtruftion, 


The houſes of the Chineſe have from the 
earlieſt antiquity been built low (generally but 
one ſtory high) and there is nothing they have 
in greater abhorrence than any innovation in 
this matter. P. Le Compte tells us, that he 
himſelf knew one of the principal lords of the 
court, who having built a houſe a little higher 
than cuſtom permitted, was glad a few days af- 
ter to level it with the ground; when he found 
that one of the public cenſors was about to 
lodge a complaint againft him for the enormity. 
[/Yoi. tom. II. 22.]—Some of the Miſſionaries 
one day ſhewed the late Emperor Kang: hi the 
model of an European houſe, which was ſe- 
veral ſtories high: the Emperor aſked, if in Eu- 
rope they were ſtraightened for room below, that 
they were forced thus to take up their lodging 
in the air. Lett. edife fc. xxvij. 33. TM 


Q'2 : The 
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The third Brother. 


From the times of Y AU down to the 

preſent, 

The imperial houſe hath 2 in all 
kinds of virtue : 

Thou baſt turned afide the firſt flow the 
ſteps of our anceſtors, N 
Since thou haſt overturned all thoſe things, 
Wherein their government Was happily ef- 

tabliſbed, 
What wonder that thou 2 art alſo ; 
fallen ? 


The fourth Brother. 


Jiluftrious ! 2 our illuſtrious parents ! 
bo by their moſt holy laws, and precepts, 


. gave light 10 Severn: well 
I ee To 
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To him that ſhould poſſeſs a thouſand king- 
doms. © 

Alas | how do J grieve, that theſe domi- 
nions, left to thee and us, 

Should be —— and deſpiſed by thee 
alone. 

Thou art juſtly fallen from thy Ae: : 
who the firſt [of thy race] 

 Haſt prevented it from deſcending to thy 

poſterity. 


The fifth Brother. 


Aas] how ſhall we return home 
Sorrow hath eaten up and 2 my 
ſpirit, 
TATKANG our brother is the public 
hatred of the people. | 
„ Whither © 
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Whither ſhall I turn myſelf * To whom 
ſhall T ſuppliant flee for ſuccour ? 

Grief hath deſcended into my heart, more 
deeply than I am able to bear 

Jam grieved to my mnmoſt ſoul ! * coun- 
temance 

1s overwhelmed with ſhame ! My beart 
 waſteth away with anguiſh | Fon nd | 

But this I ſuffer deſervedly, in that 1 
turned aſide . the path of up- 
rigbineſs; 

Neither did follow virtue as my guide. 

But it is too late to lament, and weep for 

ße time that is paſt away. 


U. A 
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II. 
A CHINESE Panegyric 
From an ancient Ode. 


O the e and rare virtue of the = 
VENVANG®*! | 
How happily did he unite the Alendor of 
virtue with all his aftions ? 
When V ENV ANG added the King, 
he ne himſelf in univerſal love : 


This is an ancient Chinęſe hero, highly ce- 
lebrated by their Poets. He is ſaid to have 
given his ſon the three following admonitions. 
Whatever thou ſeeſt, that is virtuous, imitate. 
Time and opportunity fail not to uſe. To 
remove and extirpate vice, never coale. * 
Confuc. lib. 1. p. 10. 


> Conf. lib. x. Pe 9. | | 
8 OS: When 
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ben V E N- ANG added the ſubjed, 
he perfected bimſelf in __ and ob- 
ſervance. 
When VE N-V 4 NG adlad the ſou, he 
perfected himſelf in dutiful obedience : 
When VE N. ANG adted ihe father, 
He perfected himſelf in paternal affection. 


When V E NV A N G had dealings with 


men in general, he perfected * in 
en —— 


III. Verſes 
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III. 


Verſes in Praife of UVC UN Prince 
of the kingdom of GUEY, 


From an ancient Ode. 


Behold that bay, which is formed by the 
winding of the river KI. 

Beſet with tufts of verdant canes, how 
beautifully Iuxuriant | 
So is our prince adorned with virtues, 
He is like one, bat carveth and ſmootbeth 

. Tvory. 25 


* X7 is a river in the province 8 that 
gives name to a city, which is watered by its 
ſtreams. Vid. Mart. Atlas. 


© Confuc, lib. 1. p. 10. 
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He is like one that cutteth and poliſheth 
diamonds *, 

O how ſublime, yet profound [is bel] 

O how reſolute, yet cautious! How re- 
nowned and reſpectable! 

We have a prince adorned with virtues : 

Whom to the end of time we never can 
forget. EY 


The Chine/e commentator T/eng-t/# (for the 
Chine/e have their commentators and ſcholiaſts) 
explains the fourth and fifth verſes, as expreſſing 
the unwearied care and attention of this prince 
to reform and improve himſelf and his ſubjeQs: 
as a nice artiſt, who deals in works of the moſt 
elegant kinds, never reſts till he hath brought 
his manufacture to the moſt exquiſite perfection. 
Vid. Confuc. lib. I. p. 10. 


IV. Verſes 
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Iv. 


Verſes on a Tyre 
From an ancient Ode, quoted by the 
CHINESE Scholiaſt on CO N- 


FUCIUS*. 


How craggy and broken, riſeth eminent 
that ſouthern mountain 
Its aſſemblage of cliffs, how e and 

Borrid] 

Thus formidable for thy power and Arn: 

Thou riſeſt eminent, mighty maſter, royal 
2 

And all the people lock 5 to thee with 
awe and terror; 


* Confuc, lib. 1. p. 27. 
„„ But 
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But not with love; for thou regardeſt not 
theirs, 73 | 

But thy own intereſt and welfare. 


v. 
On an amiable Bride. 


Theſe ſhould ſeem to be part of an 
Epithalamium, and are of great an- 
tiquity, being quoted by CON FU- 
C 1 U 8*. 


The peach. tree in the early ſpring : how 
anmiable ] how lovely! 
Tis leaves how beſet NET? ! 0 B 
 delighiful ! 
Such is the new-married bride, when ſhe 
paſſeth into the houſe of her huſband, 


© Conf. lib. 1. p. 23. 


Npere 
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Where fhe dealeth out Weir Portians to bis 
domeſtics, 
And diſchargeth every 40 to him a Hic 


family. 
VI 


Among the ſayings of CO N FU- 
' CIUS, are quoted from ſome an- 
_ cient Poem the following verſes ; 


+ ſpoke by a Perſon in exile, who 
ſeeing by chance a tree, like ons 


A in his own Country, is reminded of 
ſome Friend with whom he had of- 
ten there ſat under its ſhade . 


The leaves and flowers of that fruit-bear- 


ing tree are continually wafted to and 


fro with the breathing Zephyrs. 


How 


{ 
[| 


Ee ̃ ⁵ HR 
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How [then] can I ever ceaſe to think of 
thee? How can 1 ever but wiſh to ſee 
thee? £425 

Alas ! vain and empty wiſhes! Our re- 
ſpeftive dwellings are far aſunder. 


VII. 


A Fragment of an ancient Ode, quoted 
by CONFUCIUSs, 


The yellow bird abideth on the erg of -- 
the woody mountain. | 
By abiding there, ſhe ſheweth ſhe is ac- 
quainted with her proper ſtation. 
Why will not man imitate the bird ? 


Bayer. Muſeum Sini, tom. 1. P. 132. 


VIII. An 
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VIII. 


An Ode of Me. vũ. kong, a venerable 


old Man of ninety-five: which he 
cauſed to be ſung every day at the 


1 of the Palace b. 


In vain doth human force pretend to efta- 


bliſh a fate: 
If the lord of beaven doth not lend a hand to 


ſtrengthen it, it tumbleth at the firſt ſhock, 


It is a water, which, not far from its ſource, 


 Loſeth itſelf, and is dried up in the firſt 


Sand of the plain. 
It is a flower, which is blown in the morn» 
ing, and withereth at night. 


A whole nation is corrupted 2 the example 


of a wicked king. 


b P, Du Halde, vol. 1. P. 646. | 
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IK 
On the Divine Juſtice. 


Heaven is ſuf remeiy de We cannot 
deceive it. 

Its knowledge of things here below doth 

ni commence | 

The inſtant it Hinetb forth, and lettetb us yy 
that it knoweth them. 

Virtue and vice ever remain, the one 
without reward, ihe other alan pu- 
niſo ment. : 

Thos i as diſpute, but about the time; 

| ſooner, or later it muſt come to poſs. 


+, Du Halde, 2. 155 · 
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On curbing the Paſſions k. 


By guarding againſt all violent paſſions, 4 
man leadeth a ſtweet and agreeable life, 
Free from the e. which deftroy 


health. 


Net that T would Blame the Abs love; 
Hah bindeth RO and Jon, or uniteth | 


brethren; 


They are to each other, what the branches 


of the tree are to the trunk. 


This love ought to endure as much as the 


mutual relation. 


* P. Du Halde, 2. 167. 
Vol. IV. 


7 


XI. n 
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XI. 
On Detraction i. 


When 1 bear evil ſpoken of anather, it 
groah me as much pain, 

4 if ſharp thorus were Piercing vy 

Beart. | 
When I bear another commended, it gives 
me as much pleaſure, | 

As the exquiſite ſmell of the moſt fragrant 


: P, Du Hale, 2. 95. 
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.- 
on the Cultivation of the Heart *. 


When the rice hath ſpring up, the buſ- 
bandman tranſplanteth it into a = 
newly cleared : 

And ſoon after by introducing a — ; 
water, he ſeeth in this green inundated 

Feld, the image of a clear . 
Our beart is the feld: it bath its attire 
and riches, when the paſſions are pure 
and regular. 

The ſure means of attaining a — of per- 
fettion, and a fign that we advance to- 
wards it, is not to be conceited, and 

boaſt we bave attained to it. 


= p. Du Halde 2. 166. 
R 2 XXIII. On 
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XIII. 
On the Revolutions of Families ”. 


Theſe verdant mountains : theſe lovely mea- 
dows : | 

Vere once poſſe fed by 2 now gone to 
decay. 

Let not tbe preſent poſſe ſors exult too 
much: 

Otbers after them may be maſters in their 


P. Du Halde, 2. 51. 2 ol . 
e XIV. Againſt 
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XIV. 

Againſt Extravagance a M 
[ACHINES E Author, ſpeaking of 100 
the extravagant ſplendor, with which 0 | 
his Countrymen celebrate ſome of N 
their feſtivals; adds, One would bi 
4 be apt to ſay, that the money em- bl 
e ployed on theſe occaſions was like | ; , 
e the leaf of a tree taken from a | 9 
« vaſt foreſt; or like a grain of = 
Go corn taken from a large grana- NJ 
« ry.“ There needs no more than [i 
A marriage to ruin the beſt houſes, j 


It is becauſe they don't read what 
< 1s ſaid by the Poet, 


— 
— Ix 
- — — wr — ei 
— : N — * 
i 2 —— — 


* 


9 P. Du Halde, 2. 64. 
| A In 
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In the marriages of theſe ſort of families, 
every body crieth out that the houſes 
are of fuer. 
Wait but a few years longer, both the man 
and bis fortune ſhall be overturned. 
The jewels and filver ſhall have paſſed 
away into another family *, 
The ſame writer proceeds to condemn the 
like extravagance in 8 upon which 
occafion he introduces the following, I re- 
«« member to have ſeen in the province of 
 * K;ang-/i, the houſe of the noble and learned 
_ «@ [Li-pe-ngan; the columns and joiſts that ſup- 
«© ported it, were not ſo much as ſmoothed: 
* the wood was covered with its bark; the walls 
& were of dry rough ſtorie. Yet he was viſited 
« by every body of diſtinction, and ſaw none, 
* who found fault with his lodging.” P. Du 
Halde, 2. 64. c. 1 150 


XV. Among 
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XV. 


Among the Poems of Tii-Chao-lin, is 
the following Song *. 


N great Men of this world, do nos laugh 
at that poor peaſant, 
Who hath only coarſe veſſels of common. 
earth to contain his wine, ; Ss 
Aud who poureth it out bim{rif that be may 
drink it: 15 
Whiege 7 N . veſts o gol, and 
nun. yo are ai an by numbers of 
faves : © 
When you have drunk 1 after your 
fafpron, 


7 P. Du Halde, 2.99 6 Ee 
R 4 if 
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If both of you chance to be intoxicated, 
Ze will ſleep together without _— 
under the ſame tree. 


A deſcription of a fine day after rain *. 


The dark and rainy weather, which prece- 
ded, gave a new luſtre to the ſun; who 


bad not been ſeen for many days. 
A hundred different ſorts of birds, enliven- 
ed and diverſified the groves. © 


Infinite numbers of butterflies, fluttering 
over the flowery 'beads of the peach- 
trees fanned by the "_ zepbyrs, 0 
ed a ſplendid attire. 
7 he flowers Picking to the branches and 


| F. Du Halde, 2,159. 


uot 


CHINESE POETRT. 249 
not yet faded, bung the gardens with 
their tapeſtry. 

All the youths of the city ſcattered over 

the plain made a charming fight : 
Each was filled with joy, and gave * 
wp to feaſ and banquets. 


XVII. 
On che Detection of a bad man. 


The cormorant appeareth black, when 
ſpringing up, he — off the ſnow, | 
ꝛobich covered bim. | 

_ The parrot, hidden i ina buſhy willow tree, 
is taken notice of, when be beginneth to 
chatter. 


* P. Da Halde, 2. 165. ES ek WAS 
| ELA XVIII. On 
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XVIII. 
On an old man killed by accident *, 


The man diſappeared here below, like the 
Which towards morning, hurrieth in an 
inſtant bebind the mountain. 
Life is lite a lamp, which, the oil Failing, 
—_— out at the third watch *, 
» The Ching divide the vight ir into five parts 
or watches, which are longer or ſhorter accord- 


ing to the ſeaſon of the year. See on this head, 
F. 2 p- 122. | 


P. Du Halde, 2. 159. 


XIX. On 
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XIX. 


On a perſon failing home after long 
abſence *, 


The heart, eagerly bent, flieth to the 15 

like an arrow. , 

The bark runneth along the ava; a 
Iban the ſhuttle 

Over the loom of @ weaver, who is in 
55 to finiſh his work. 


1 P. Du Halls, 3. 11. . | 
XX. Extract 
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XX. 
Extract from a Poem intitled, 
The Age infruted,” T 


Alas | how many people, in theſe days, e un- 
dier a human ſhape, 
 Conceal a heart as full of venom, as ſerpents! 
Who among them remembereth, that the 
hes of heaven, 
Which are more active than the motion of 
a wheel, 149 
Look on all ſides, and notbing caneſcape them. 
That, which one man ſome months ago 
ſtole from his neighbour in the w:}t, 


This appears from P. Du Halar to be a work 
of conſiderable length. See Vel. 2. b 88. 


| P. e a 
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1s paſſed by this time out of his hands into 
thoſe of his neighbour towards the north. 
In vain doth any one flatter * that 
by bis artifices, 

He ſhall be able to make his fortune at the 
expence of bis neighbour. 
7 Bis pretended fortune is no more durable, 
Iban the Norvers, 
Which we ſee open in the morning, and 
ſhed their leaves in the evening. : 
Allriches,that are unlawfully acquired, melt 
lte a ſnow ball, in the bands of their. 
 Poſſeſſor. 


XXI. A 
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8 ee 
A CHINESE FABLE”. 

[The king of T SU being informed 
5 the great reputation of the philoſo- 
pher CHI ANG-TSE, deputed certain 
Mandarines of his court with rich pre- 
ſents of gold and filk, to invite him to 
come and take upon him the office of 
Prime-Miniſter. CHW ANG-TSE 
excuſed himſelf by the following fable, 

C A beifer, appointed for ſacrifite, and 
delicately fed for @ leg time, marched in 
pep," loaded with all the ornaments of 4 
wviftim : in the midſt of her triumph, ſhe 
perceived on the road ſome oxen yoked and 
| ſweating at the plough. This fight redou- 
bled her pride: but when ſhewas brought 
into the temple, and ſaw the knife lifted up 
ready to flay ber, ſbe wiſhed to be in the 
place of thoſe, who ſe unhappy lot foe had 


deſpiſed. 


P. Du Halde, 2. þ. 168. 3 
A POS T- 


F255 1 


—— th ti th "I" . 1 nth. —_— * 
—— 


— amn, 


5 EX TRACT from P. Du Halde, vol. 
a oF. 68 


&© With reſpect to the Poetry of the Chi. 
* neſe, beſides their ancient books, ſome of 
&« which are in verfe, the poems of Kiu- i- v 
are extremely delicate and ſweet. Under 
the dynaſty of the Tang, the Poets Lee-tſau- 
„ pe and Tu: te- muey did not yield to Anacreon 
„ and Horace: in ſhort in China, as former- 
&« ly in Zurope, the philoſophers are Poets, 
„ and among all their celebrated writers, 
« T/jeng-nang foo is the only one, who has 
© not written in verſe, for which reaſon he 
« is compared to the flower Hay-tang, which 
c would be perfect were it not inſipid.” _ 


ce Their Poets have Enthuſiaſm : their ex- 
cc | © * 

preſſions are often allegorical; and they 

% know how to employ properly the gs cu 

which render a ſtyle more lively and pa- 

5 thetic.” e 5 


* This dynaſty began Anzo Chriſti 618 and ended 
Arno gob. 1 


* wh 7 
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In a blank page of the Tranſlator $ . f 


Ms. of the Chineſe Hiſt. is the follow- 
BF ing liſt, dated Canton, 1720. 


C red Chingſe Poets. 


Lee-Tay-peh, lived about 700 years ago. 
Tong-ghee-chang about 400 ä 
 Chun-Pu-ſpaw, and 
Cbam - Kam Tzuen os __ 
Kai ghee, about 50 5 


5 Famous Chineſe Painters, who lived 
goo years ago. 
T Tang-Pegb-Hoe, 
Kiow-ſhe-Tchow, 
| T chauw-T au. a 
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Coin uſed in China — — IV. 110 
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Convents deſcribed 
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Coffins, the care of the Chin. on this Read 

IV. 187 
Ccmpliments, high-flown III. 68. & paſſin. 
Concubines, allowed — I. 25. IV. 62. 195 
—— the ceremonies of * one— IV. 195 
— I. 220 
Confucius, his hiſtory — II. 116 
his family how honoured — I. 2 37 
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Corruption of the Chin. accounted for — 
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Cauncellors —— — I. 147 
Couſins how called — —— l. 76 
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Death how inflicted — II. 275. III. 269 
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Drinking 
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Drinking practiſed to exceſs — I. 115. II. 


; | 94. III. 81 269 
Dogs eaten as a dainty II. 211. III. 195 
Drum at the Emperor's gate — II. 259 
at the Mandarines' gate — I. 199 


——ceremonies of ſtriking it — III. 92 


Earth worſhipped, &c. — IV. 42 
Eating, ceremonies of —— II. 192. 211 
Eclipſes, ſuperſtition on this head IV. 100 


Effeminacy of the Chineſe II. 41. III. 116. 133 


Elements fire —— — III. 190 
Emperor, how honoured I. 36. 236. IV. go. 


137. 163 


is orders how reſpected I. 54. & paſſim. 
his wives how choſen —— TV. 143 
Epitaphs, Chineſe — II. 10. III. 25 


Eunuchs, their office, &c. — IV. 88. 106 
Examinations of the Literat —ñ I. 8 
of the military officers —— III. 134 


Extortion of the Mandarines II. 165. 237 


Fables (Chineſe) — III. 21. 202. IV. 254 


Famines frequent — —— III. 227 


Father and mother of the people I. 205. &c. 


Q and grandfather of ditto — III. 122 
Feet (little) of the Chineſe women — I. 190 


——how introduced — L 235 
wh = A Feaſting 
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Feaſting (ceremonies of) —— II. wade 
Filial piety exceflive — — I. 163. 

Five, eſteemed a perfect number — III. 2 2s 
F O, his hiſtory, &c. — II. 6 
— his religion why prevalent — II. 291 
Foo or Fou a city — I 
Foppery, as deſcribed by the Chineſe II. oy 
Four parts of the world — I. 66 
Fruits peculiar to — China II. 32. III. 258 
Funeral ceremonies — I. 163. II. 265 


Future ſtate, how far believed II. 169. 267, &c. 


Gallantry anknown | in China and why II. 127 
Gazette, Chineſe — . 13 
Generals, for what qualities choſen III. 137 
Genij or ſpirits, the notions concerning them 


I. 17, 41. I 86 
Ein- ſeng deſcribed — 3 
Glaſs, what kind made in China II. 209. 292 
Gold, its uſe in China III. 214. IV. 109. 153 
Government i in China patriarchal I. 205. 233 
how adminiſtered II. 275 


A of N — III. 214 


Habits of the men in China — II. 56 
of the women — — 1. 188 
of the ſeveral degrees — l. 11 
of the Bonzees — — if 44 

| Han-lin, 


I N. D E x. 


Han- lin, or the imperial college — III. 7 5 | 
Hall of audience deſcribed — I. 75 
Heaven uſed for divine providence — I. 155 
& paſſim. 

Sacrifices to 3 56. . 43 * 
Hero, deſcription of a Chineſe one — I. 41 
Heroiſmof ſome of the MandarinesT. 2.32. III. 
25 141. 206 

B or town II. 139 
Hing- pu, or tribunal of crimes — III. 127 
Horſes uſed in the nan cities — II. 140 
| III. 272 
Houſes of the Chineſe — II. 65. IV. 227 
of the Mandarines — FL 2. 125. 235. 
| II. 65. 75. 18x 
Houſhold gods of the Chineſe — III. 232 

Hours how computed —— II. gs. 289 
Human fleſh uſed in phyſic, &c. —I. 4. 23r 
| Hu-pu, or tribunal of the treaſury — II. 293 


Idioms Chineſs curious) — I. 23. II. 104. 
1350. 172. 218. 256. III. 37. 80. 144 NV. 


42. 128 
Imagery (Chmeſe) I. 20. 21. 24. 40 176. 195. 
197. 208. 212. 240 


II. 10. 12. 3 53. 57. 61. 102. 203 
I. 38. 45. 03: 99. 169 

IV. 40. 146. & paſſm. 

Indelicate treatment of the Chine nee women 

II. 127. 15 437 


S 4 
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Tudian ink, bow made — l. 228 
Inns — ns * ene 8 — 
Te ur Faſs-bouſes, deſcribed — IV. 182 | 


Kneeling to the Mandarines 3 I. 201 
tau, or cenſor — — IV. 10 
82% or tribunal of ___ — II. 292 


1225 how rented in China — I. 240 
anthorns in China curious II. 27. III. 38 

1 2 the worſhip paid to him — II. 7 
Tie or Ly what — — I. 1 
Levity, What eſteemed ſuch + I. 148 
u, or trihunal of Mandarines — I. 170 
i-pz, or tribunal of rites — I. 142. II. 177 
iterati, haw examined  —— I. 9 
by whom puniſhable —— I. 236 
Literature common in China — II. 226 
Li- chee, fruit deſcribed — I. 32 
Loayes of gold. (Lee Shoes of) IV. 109. 153 
Leng-pen, fruit deſcribed —— IL. 32 
Look king-glaſſes of the Chineſe — II. 291 
Logquacity odious to the Chineſe — III. 230 
a ſubject, definition of III. 189. 260 


Mace. dee Weights 5 
ae 2 brazen weapon —— I. 38. 223 
MN NG the meins of the word 55 _ 83 

anda- 
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Mandarines, their power — IT. 186 
—puniſhable —— — TV. 157 
the ceremonies of — I. x07. 110. 

5 it 198, IV. 101 
the ceremonies previous to it — I. 83. 
| GT _ 96. IV. 70 | 
by whom brought about I. 107. II. 242 
Mathematics, tribunal of — IV. 100 
Meaſures — — I. 15. III. 86. 205 
Mey-tfe, fruit — III. 258 
Military eſtabliſnment — III. 134 
Miſſionaries, how dreſſed in China— II. 15 
Modefty of the Chineſe women I. 10 189 
Monks of Fe — I. 3 
Money. See Sums 5 
—— given to ſervants — JI. 238 
Moon, how vulgarly painted — II. 178 
Morality of the Chineſe — I. 129. II. 51 
Mountains cultivated  —— III. 214 
Muſic of the Chineſe I. 148. IV. 174. 222 
Muſk-animal deſcribed —— III. 215 


Nails worn long — — IE 50 
Names—Chineſe I. 18. 70. 72. &c. 
 Nean-kung, or writing of eight letters I. 83 
| Nobility not hereditary I. 236. III. 225. 269 


Nunneries — — VV. 194 
b | Oaths 
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' Vaths (Chineſe } the form of I. 158 
Odes. (See Poetry) IV. 216. 255 
Gffieers of the tribunals — IV. ri 
Oiſter-ſhells uſed for glaſs — II. 75 
Omens, how regarded — | 
Os how reverenced 'by the Chin. II. 148 


Pag 3 or Pegel deſcribed —— I. 220 
Paper of the Chineſe — II. 227 
Parents behaviour to their children I. 31. 33 
uniſhed for their children — l. 218 
Paſtor of the people — — III. 248 
Pe- fan, his ſtory  — I. 232 
Pe-king deſcribed 
Pencils uſed in writing — II. 227 
_ Petitions, how preſented. — III 92 
Phyſicians (Chineſe) deſcribed — II. 
Ping-pu, or tribunal of arms —— l. = 
Plays of the Chineſe deſcribed — IV. 174 
PLAY, THE ARGUMENT OF ONE. 
IV. 175 
Plough, the ceremony of the — IV. 43 
POETRY, FRAGMENTS. OF IV. 197 


other ſpecimens of — II. 36. IV. 
78. 86. 162. 164 


hr eſtemed i in China — II. 37. IV. 

214. 221.& paſſm. 
Politeneſs, what eſteemed ſuch — III. 218 
Populouſneſs of Chʒu e — III. 208 


Porcelain manufacture — II. 20% 
| Portions 


— III. | +4 
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Portions not given with daughters — I. go 


Feſterity, the deſire of in China — I. 58. 


231. III. 262 
III. 208 


Poverty of the Chineſe 


Preceptors, how honoured in China II. 230 
Preſents, how made I. 137. II. 11. III. 71 


Pride (the national) of the Chin. — II. gr. 
288. III. 193. IV. g1 
Prieſts. See Bomzerr 
Princes of the blood — — V 2 
PROVERBS, A COLE Of 
III. 181 
Provinces (of China) how — H,1 138 
Providence how expreſſed 18 45 III. 
5 4008. 28 x7 I 
| Pulſe, the {kill of the Chineſe i in So IT. 38 
 Puniſhments — l. 61. 62. II. 188. 275. 
III. 2 IV. 155, 157. "NC." 598 "a 


Rake, the character of a Chineſe 3 79 
Rebels, ſect of III. 100 
Religion. See Sect 

Republics, the ares have no 4 = 
III. 248 
II. 30 


1 — 


Rhubarb deſcribed — — W. 40 


Rivers navigated with difficulty — III. 209 


Robbers, difficult for them to eſcape I. 28 
Roſe-wood On * 
7 Saints, 


IDE 


Saints, the Chineſe notion of I. 105, 6. II. 266 
Salute, different kinds of I. 201. II. 78, 79 
Scripture, phraſes reſembling thoſe in II. 10. 
_ © Gs. 80. 112. 150. IV. 80. 126. 13a. &c. 

Seals of the Mandarines — I. 229. 235 
Sect of the Literati — I. 106. 156 
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P 46E 29. line 1. read, let. p. 30. line 15. after 
obey Mele you. p. 8 1. line 14. r. piece. p. 82. note 
line ult. add. Vid. Conf. Lib. 3. p. 133. Bid. line 
9. . tempted. p 90. line ult. for Melice r. Milice. 
p. 103. note line 2. for gave r. give. 16d line ult. 
add. P. Du Halde, 1. 632. p. 144. nete line 14. for 
164. 7. 160. p. 15 3. line 5. r. vol. 1. p. 163. line 
ult. after, new- married, add couple. p. 183. note 
line 7. dele But. p. 184. note line 13. r. condemned 
perſon. p. 220. /ine 10. for ages r. nations. p. 218. 
line 2. for, in which r. by which. 5. 227. line 5. 
for He, who doth, read, The man, that doth. 
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Page 3 line 12. for could vor be, read, could be. 
P. 22. line penult. for why ? r. in what reſpect. 


